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- UNITED STATES

PaTENT OFFICE.

CHRISTIAN ERIKSON, OF CHICAGO, ILLINOIS.

BUREAU.

SPECIFICATION forming part of ‘Letters Patent No, 230,538, dated July 27, 1880.
Application filed March 22, 1880. (No model.) |

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, CHRISTIAN HERIKSON,
of Chicago, in the county of Cook and State ot

Tllinois, have invented certain new and useful

Improvementsin Bureaus, &c.; and I do hereby
declare that the following is a full, ¢lear, and

exact deseription of the invention, which will
enable others skilled in the art to which1it ap-

pertains to make and use the same, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings,
which form a part of this specification, and in
which— ' |
Figure 1 is a perspective view of a bureaun

embodying my invention. Fig. 2 1is a plan
view, the top having been removed. Fig.3i1sa

vertical section through line # x in Fig. 2; and

Tig. 41s a horizontal section through line y ¥,

Fig. 3. - . _

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in all the figures.

My invention has relation to the manutac-
ture of bureaus, dressing-cases, wardrobes,
wash-stands, and kindred articles of cabinet
furniture; and it consists In an improved
method of building up or putting together the
constituent parts of furnitare of this class, as

hereinafter more fully described, and particu--

larly pointed out in the claims.

In the drawings, A is the front top piece,
which is rabbeted at each corner, as shown
at @ a, and dovetailed at its ends b b. The

building up or putting together of the bu- |

reau commences with this piece, which 1is con-
nected by side pieces, B B, with the back
piece, C, which is dovetailed at each end 1in
like manner as the front piece, A. In this
manner a top frame, A B B C, is formed, rab-

beted at its two front corners, ¢ a, and pro-

vided with two pairs of vertical dovetails, b ¢
b ¢, projecting from opposite sides. This
frame is placed tlat upon the Hoor or work-
bench, top side down, and the next step 1s to
insert and secure the front ecorner-pieces, D D,
in the rabbeted corners a a of frame A B B C.
The sides E E (each of which may consist of
one or more pieces, paneled or otherwise) are
then put in place on opposite sides of the top
frame by means of vertical dovetailed grooves
or mortises b b ¢’ ¢ running vertically from
top to bottom, parallel to each other, and reg-

b ¢ ¢ of the top frame.,
of the side pieces, E, has a vertical groove, e,
back of the vertical mortises ¢/ ¢/,said grooves
e ¢ being in a line with each other to receive

the back piece or board E’. The drawers (de-

noted by the letters F' G H I) are next put in
place one by one, commencing with the top
drawer, ¥, which is slipped in between the
sides B E, top downward, and placed in this
position upon the top frame, after which the
front cross-piece, f, with its connecting sides
and back piece, is placed in position by fitting
the dovetails with which said front piece, f,
is provided, and which register with and cor-
respond to those b b of the top piece, A, into
the vertical dovetail grooves &' I’ of the sides

E E, the rear cross-piece being provided with

similar dovetails, which register with and fit
into the grooves ¢’ ¢. The second drawer, (G,
is next placed in position in like manner as
its preceding drawer I, and its supporting-
frame, which consists of a front piece, g, dove-

istering with and fitting upon the dovetails b
The rear end of each
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tailed at b h, a back piece, ¢, dovetailed at &

k, and the connecting side pieces, I [, (see
Fig. 4 on the drawing,) is inserted from the
top -of the inverted bureau down upon the
drawer and secured in place, after which the

75

next drawer, H, is placed in position, and -

so on, the bureau being built up, while up-
side down or in an inverfed position, by in-
serting alternately a drawer and its support-
ing-frame until the desired number of drawers

have been placed in position, when the bot-

tom frame, K, is inserted and the structure
is provided with casters or legs m, when the
bureau is completed by placing a marble or
wood top or frame A B B C, polishing the
sides and face, and finishing generally in the
usual manner.

. By this construction or method of building

ap articles of turniture of this class it will be

observed that the drawers need not be fitted
to the frame of the bureau or other piece of
furniture which is to receive them; butf the
frame is built up, as it were, around the ready-
made drawers, thus saving labor, time, and
expense. | . | !

In a bureaun or dressing-case containing sev-
eral drawers it is often a matter of consider-

80

85

00

95 .

100



> - 230,538

able difficulty to fit drawers in their respect-
ive recesses with the required degree of
nicety and accuracy; but this is entirely ob-
viated by my method, thus saving both time

s and labor, and consequently expense.
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In the course of construction of a bureau the
drawers may, of course, be inserted into the
unfinished frame either from the front or back
before the insertion of the back board, E/; but
it is obvious that their dividing-irames or dia-
phragms, as well as the bottom frame, K, can
be inserted only from the top (the bureau be-
ing in an inverted position) by fitting their
dovetails, corresponding to those of frame A
B B C,into the mortises of sides I& I, and then
forcing them down, one by one, upon their re-
spective drawers and securing. them in place
by cleats or otherwise.

Having thus deseribed myinvention, I claim
and desire to secure by Letters Patent of the

United States—

1. As an improvement in the manufacture

of bureaus, dressing-cases,and similar articles
of cabinet furniture containing drawers, the
described method of building up the {frames,
which consists in first constructing a top
frame, A B B C, provided with two pairs of
vertical dovetails, b b ¢ ¢, projecting from op-
posite sides, next securing the corner-pieces
D D and sides E I& to said top frame by fit-
ting the corner-pieces into rabbets a ¢ made
in the top frame and fitting the vertical dove-
tailed grooves O’ U’ ¢/ ¢/ of the sides upon the
dovetails b b ¢ ¢ of the top frame, and finally

i alternately inserting between said sides E I

a finished drawer and its supporting-frame,
each of the said supporting -frames or dia-

35 .

phragms separating the several drawers be-

ing provided with laterally-projecting dove-
tails, coinciding with those of the top frame
and fitting into the dovetailed grooves b’ D’
¢’ ¢’ in the sides E E, substantially as and for
the purpose herein shown and specified.

2. As an article of manufacture, a burea,u,
dressing-case, or analogous piece of furniture,
the frame of which is composed of parallel ver-
tical side pieces, E L, provided with vertical
parallel dovetailed grooves 0’ ¢’ b’ ¢/, a top
frame, A B B C, provided with dovetalls b c
b ¢, fitting mmto said dovetailed grooves in the
sides, and a series of horizontal frames sepa-.

‘rating the several drawers, each of which said

frames is provided with two pairs of project-
ing dovetails, corresponding to and coineid-
ing with those of the top frame, which said
dovetails fit into and are inserted in the cor-

responding vertical dovetailed grooves of the
frame-sides I 1, substantially in the manner

and for the pmpose herein shown and de-

seribed.
In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
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my own I have hereto affixed my blg[lﬂ:bul'e in .

presence of two witnesses.
CHRISTIAN ERIKSON

Witnesses:
N. B. SToRM,
CHRISTIAN R. RASMUSSON.
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