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UNTITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

GEORGE MONTEITH, OF CINCINNATI, OHIO, ASSIGNOR TO THE ACTIVE

MANUFACTURING COMPANY, OF SAME PLACE.

CARRIAGE DASH-FRAME.

.~ SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 230,325, dated July 20, 1880.
Application filed March 27, 1820. (No model.)

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, GEORGE MONTEITH, a

citizen of the United States, residing at Cm-

cinnati, in the connty of Hamilton and State of

Ohio, have invented a certain new and Im-

proved Carriage-Dash; and Ido hereby declare
the following to bea full, clear, concise, and ex-
act description of the same, sufficient to ena-
ble others skilled in the art to which my inven-
tion belongsto make and use it, reference being
had to the accompanying drawings, forming
part of this specitication, wherein—. |

Ficure 1 is a perspective view of a carriage-
dash applied to a portion of & carriage-body,
and partly broken away to show my improve-
ment, and I'ig. 2 1s a transverse vertical sec-

“tion of the dash-frame.

Similar letters of reference in the several fig-
ares of the drawings denote the same parts.

My invention is designed to provide an im-
proved ¢arriage-dash adapted for attachment

 to carriages of different widths, so that 1t can
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be supplied to the trade as anl ndependent ar-
ticle of manufacture, capable of application to
various styles and kinds of dash:-vehicles. |

This result has heretofore been attained in a
variety of ways, all of which are more or less
objectionable practically—to wit: The dash-
frames have been made with slots or a series
of holes in the lower rail at or near the corners,
to receive the bolts that pass throngh the dash-
feet on the carriage-body. The slots and series
of holes permit the dash to be applied to the
feet at different points, according to the width

of the carriage-body and within the limits of |

the slots or holes. If, however, the carriage-
body should beso narrow that the feet come

between the slots or series of holes, then the

slots would have to be elongated or new-holes
punched or drilled in the frame to register with
the holes in the feet.
are made of heavy wronght-iron; the change in
the openings is somewhat difficult and attend-
ed with much inconvenience and labor, and 18
therefore impracticable to this extent. |

Dash-frames have also been made with a
small bolt-hole near each end of the lower rail,
and the tops of the feet on the carriage-body

enlarged, and the enlargements slotted to re- | riage-maker,
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Inasmuch as the frames |

ceive bolts passed through such holes in the
rail. This also is an impertect expedient, be-
cause the slots are sometimes too short to reg-
ister with the holes in the frame, and cannot
be elongated without re-forming the whole top
of each foot. The elongated tops 1mpart a
clnmsy appearance to the feet, and, as they re-
quire a greater quantity of metal in their cou-
struction than the feet used with the slotted
frame, their use as a means of fastening for
the frame is more expensive. .

As a means for overcoming tbhe objections to.

the forms of construction above described the
dash-feet have been made with two parts or

jaws, which clamp the lower rail or some other

portion of the dash-frame between them, and
hold itin place by serew-bolts and nuts applied
to the jaws. This arrangement 1s more expen-
sive than thosealready mentioned, and, besides,
being more difficult of application to the dash-
frame, is liable to wear or become loose and
allow the dash to turn in the clamps. -

1 am also aware that dash-frames have been
made with a lower rail channeled in one or both
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sides or rabbeted on one edge, the depression,

however made, being designed -for the more
complete attachment of the intermediate ver-
tical bars composing part of the frame. - The
fAattened sides were available as better bear-
ings for the foot bolts and nuts, and this fea-
ture was given prominence over an ordinary
oval rail for such purpose; but, irrespective ot
the feature to which most 1mportance was
oiven, the rail was prepared at the factory by
slots or perforations for attachment to the ve-
hicle, because the thickness of the metal ren-
dered it impracticable for this to be done by the
carriage maker or user. Hence this construc-

| tion of the dash-frame fails to overcome the

objection first above set forth—viz., that were
the carriage-body so narrow that the feet came
between the slots or series of holes the at-
tachment could not be made, and new holes
would have to be formed in the iron at much
inconvenience and trouble, because the appli-
ances for quickly and economically perforat-
ing the iron belong more to the art of manu-
facturing the frames than to.the art of the car-
whose desire is to'purchase the
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articles ready for use, or in such condition as
to be easily fitted to the vehicle without the
use of special tools. -

My invention is designed to overcome or
avold these objections by so constructing a
dash-frame that, with very little labor, it can
be readily applied to the dash-feet at any point
of its length, excepting at the welds of the up-
right bars, and thereby include a greater range
in its application to vehicles than is possible
with theslotted dash frames and feet, and with-
out the expense and other objections attend-
ing the use of the clamping-feet.

To this end the invention consists in con-
strueting the dash-frame with its lower rail in
the form of two parallel ribs of thick metal
united by a very thin web of about the thick-
ness of sheet-iron, through which holes can be
easily made with a common hand-punch at the
proper points to register with the holes in the
dash-feet previously attached to the carriage-
body.

In theaccompanying drawings, A represents
the top, center,and end rails of the dash-framne,
and B represents the lower rail, to which the
end and center rails are welded.

The lower rail is composed of a bar of iron
rolled with two thick bars or ribs, C C, united
by a very thin web, D, taroughout their entire
length, the web being as thin as it can be made,
and preferably only from three thirty-seconds
parts to about one sixty-fourth part of an inch
In thickness. Itisthus thick enough to brace
and strengthen the ribs, and thin enough to be
easily punched with holes by 2 common punch
or hand-tool at any desired point.

230,325

The frames thus made are covered W:-,i%h
leather, part of such covering being showwn at

a carriage to which the feet are securéd the

| bolt-holes are made in the thin web at the

| I, Fig. 1, and when they are to be appliéd to
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proper points to register with the holes in the

feet and the bolts applied in the usual manner.

The dashes are thus prepared without bolt-
holes for the purchaser or user, who makes the
necessary bolt-holes at exactly the right points
where the dash is to be fastened to the ecar-
riage. The thin web affords support for the
bolts to prevent the dash from moving later-
ally on the feet, as it is liable to do when slots
are used in the lower frame, while the nuts on

the bolts and the vertical face of the feet clamp.

the ribs C C between them and form a secure
fastening. |

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim is— | o
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A carriage dash-frame having the rail for

the attachment of the dash-feet constructed
in the form of two thick parallel, oval, or
round ribs, C, united by a thin web, D, the

whole being rolled so that the web shall be

thin ‘enough to be easily perforated for bolts at
any point without special tools, substantially
as described, for the purpose specified.

In testimony of which invention I have here-
unto set my hand this 11th day of March, A.
D. 1880. | |

GEORGE MONTEITH.

Witnesses:
N. K. ELLSWORTH,
E. A, ELLSWORTH.
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