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To all whom it MY concern :

Be it known that I, JAMES ALFORD House,
of Bridgeport, in the county of Fairfield and
State of Connecticut, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Devices for

Supporting Stockings, &e., of which the fol. ]

lowing is a specification. S
My invention relates to im provements in
that type of garmen t-supporters in which hook-

and-eye or loop-and-stud clasp devices are em--

ployed in connection with double-ended sus-

pending straps or bands of webbin g, the hook

or stud part of the clasp being attached to
the longer end of the strap and
eye to the shorter end thereof, and the edge
of the stocking or fabric op other garment

clamped over the stud or hook and between

1t and the loop. |

AS10W commonly and preferably construct-
ed, these suspending straps or bands of web.
bing are each bifurcated, or have two parts di-
verging from their middles, where they are in-
terlooped or buckled with the Imain or sup-
porting strap suspended from the hips or
shoulders of the wearer,
branch or fork of the suspending - strap, so
bifurcated by connection at its middle with
the main strap, is double-ended, as above ex-
plained. | .

Myimprovements in this old and well-known
class of supporters relate to certain peculiari-

ties in the clasp devices and in the manner of

attaching them to the straps or suspending-
webbings, as hereinafter first fully described,
and then specifically designated by the elaims.
In the accompanying drawings of my im-
provements, Figure 1 represents the loop or
eye; Fig. 2, the hook or stud; Fig. 3, a por-
tion of the suspending-webbin g with the clasp
devices secured thereto, and Fig. 4 the man-
ner of clasping the garment. -
_The general operation of devices of this
kind, whether made by stamping from sheet,
metal or by bending wires or rods, being well
understood and fully explained in various pat-
ents, there will here be given only such de-
scription as is deemed requisite to a complete
understanding of the Improvements herein
claimed. o

The drawings show a portion only of one

double-ended fork of the commonly-employed |

| bifurcated suspendin o

ble machinery.
Ppiece of wire bentback from its noseorfrontend,
given the proper bulge or swell, and then bent
inward at both sides, formin g the neck a, thence
the loop or
completing the loop part of the clasp.

| In the same horizontal

bbdd to correspond with the similar

and each depending

one-part strap could obviously be used; but a
bifurcated one, with the clasping devices at the

end of each braneh, for holdin g a stocking at
two points, is desirable.

The loop or eye A and the stud or hook B are

made of light rod metal or wire, preferably

round, cut and bent into pro per shape by suita-
The loop A is made of a single

outwardly bent and returned to form the lateral
loops or shank-bows C U, and again bent out-

ward to form the shank ends or arms D D,
The

front to its shank ends
plane, or is flat on top
and bottom, as all the bends are made in the
one longitudinal plane. The hookor stnd part
B of the device is formed at its shank portion

loop extends from its

the loop A, and slots or spaces ¢’ f” and ¢’ f7 in
the respective shanks of the two parts are
provided, as shown, and for a purpose soon to
be explained. The stud or hook part proper
of the stud portion B is formed by bending the

wire laterally and at or near a right angle at

the neck g, and then forwardly at or near a
right angle to the lateral neck, forming a hook

strap or webbing. A
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proper or button or head, G. The wire is

shown as flattened somewhat at the head, and
Is preferably so formed. If flat bars—such
as previously-flattened wires—are ased, this
spreading or additional flattening of the hook-
button is desirable. - | |

The clasp-sections A and B are secured to
the ordinarily-employed straps or suspending-
webbings,

looping the webbing H at its middle, so as to
form two ends or depending diverging sap-
porting-straps, a portion of one only of which
straps is shown by the drawings. Each of
such diverging ends is doubled or folded back
upon 1itself and stitched at &, thus torming the
loop-ended short arm I of the bifurcated web.
bing, in the loop ¢ of which the shank of the
clasp-loop A is firmly secured by stitehing K.
The thread forming these stitches K passes
through the slots or spaces f J

which, as is well understood, are
commonly formed by buckling, doubling, or
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the slots e ¢, and between the shank ends D
D and the members or arms of the bows C C,
respectively adjacent thereto, and the shank-
arms D D are outside or above the row of
. gtitches, while the webbing loop engages the
slots or spaces ¢ ¢, as will readily be seen DY
inspection of the drawings. In this way a
broad bearing for and strong attachment of
the loop -shank is secured, preventing any
> movement of the loop A independently of the
webbing end 1. |

The long arm J of the. bifurcated webbing
H is provided by the extension of the webbing
end from the stitching 7 to the loop end L,
formed by doubly folding the webbing, the
end being first folded upward or backward,
and then under and downward, so as to be se-
cured by the stitehing & passing through the
slots or spaces f* f7 of the shank of the hook
or stud B, in manner here readily understood
from what has been explained with relation to
the way of securing the loop or eye A.

Tt will be seen that the shank ends ot both
the loop A and the stud B are covered by the
webbing. Parts of the bows C and b are also
covered, and in this way the contact of the
metal clasp with the person of the wearer 18
prevented. -

Clasps of this kind may be prodaced econom-
jcally and rapidly, and by using the round
rods or wires there are no angles or sharp
edges to cut or rapidly wear the webbing.
Moreover, as each part of the clasp—the
loop and the stud-—18 prevented from having

30

3> its respective loop end of the webbing, there
is no cutting of or abrading wear upon the
‘webbing, and no possibility of derangement—
such, for instance, as by the rocking back or
turning up of the loop A 1n the loop end @ ot
the webbing. The lines of stitching by which
the loop and stud _
only along the slots f.f and 17 f’, respectively,

but across or around both sides of the sepa-

rated shanks and between these sides or in
the longitudinal spaces, as will readily be un-

derstood from inspection of the drawings.

In this way there is provided a wide or
double bearing, formed partly by the interloop-
ing at eeand ¢ ¢ of the respective ends of
the webbing with the loop and- the stud, and
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partly by the shank ends D D and d d of the |

LT

any wotion in or rovement independently of |

shanks are secured pass not

| loop and stud, resp
webbing ends above the stitches

l
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. K and k, as
shown and before described. ,
I do not claim, broadly, either separately

and eyes or loops for garment-supporters with
protected or embedded shanks; neither do I
broadly claim forming clasp devices of wire;
nor do T claim every way of stitching the clasps

to the webbing, nor the suspending support

with bifurcated ends of different lengths, as

all such features, broadly considered, are older

than my inventiod.

I claim as of my own invention—

1. The loop or eye A, having the two side
shank-bows with the slots or spaces ¢ ¢, and
the two side shank ends with slots or spaces
between them and the shank-bows an d parallel
with the slots of said bows, substantially as
and for the purpose hereinbefore set forth.

2. The hereinbefore-described wire loop or

eye A, formed, as shown, with the neck «, the

separated shank-bows at opposite sides, hav-

ing the webbing-loop engaging slots or spaces

e e, and the separated shank ends at opposite

sides, with the slots or spaces f f between them .

!a,nd the shank-bows, for the parpose set forth.

3 The hereinbefore-described bent'wire hook
or stud B, formed in one piece, as shown, with
the head or button, angular neck

or spaces ¢ ¢, and the separated shank ends
at, opposite sides,
between them and said shank-bows,
purpose set forth. | |

4. The combination, substantially as herein-
before set forth, of the webbing having the
loop-ended arms I and J ot different lengths,
ihe stud or hook B, having the bows b b and
shank ends d 4, and secured to
of the webbing by the stitching k and loop end
thereof, and the loop or eye A, having the
hows ¢ C and shank ends D D, and 1nter-

' Tooped with and stitched to the shorter arm of

the webbing, as deseribed.
In testimony whereof I have hereunto sub-

scribed my name.
JAMES ALFORD HOURSE.

Witnesses: -
CHARLES H. DIMOND,
- JAMES CARR.

with the slots or spaces f' J’
for the

the longer arm

ectively embedded in the
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g, separated
shank-bows at opposite sides, having the slots
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