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~ of the several parts to one another; Fig.

UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

PATRICK P. O’BRIEN, OF SUMMIT TOWNSHIP, UNION COUNTY, AND JAMES
F. SPLAN, OF MILBURN TOWNSHIP, ESSEX COUNTY, NEW JERSEY.

FAUCET.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 229,743, dated July 6, 1880,
. Application filed March 31, 1880. (No model.) |

To all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that we, PATRICK P. O’BRIEN,
of the township of Summit, in the county of
.Union, and JAmMES F. SPLAN of the township

¢ of Mllburn in the county of Essex, and State
of New J ersey, have invented certain new and

useful Improvements in Faucets; and we do
hereby declare the following to be a full, clear,
and exact description of the invention, sueh as

- 10 will enable others skilled in the art to which

it appertains to make and use the same, refer-

ence being had to the accompanying drawings,

and to letters of reference marked thereon,
which form a part of this specification.

iz The obJect of this invention is to facilitate
-~ theoperation of tapping barrels or kegs of beer

or other fermented liquors, and to prevent the
frequent loss or waste of said liquors when said
barrels or kegs are undergomg the said opera-

Heretofore the bar- tender or other person

- performing the operation of tapping above set
~> {forth, even though well acquainted with the

proper methods of doing it, has been liable,.

- | ‘25 though workingwith the greatest care and cau-

~tion, to have the bung prematurely started or
discharged from the barrel, and the contents

- sent forth with such force es not only to waste

a large quantity, but also to frequently drench

30 the operator; and thus eause much vexation as

well as loss: Our invention, however, has en-
tirely overcome these grave defects, enabhng
not only the experienced operator, but any per-
son of ordinary intelligence, to tap the berrel

- 35 with ease and safety.

The invention relates tothat class of faucets
designed to be permanently secured to thehead
of & barrel or cask and operated by removable
keys; and it consists.in the peculiar construe-

40 tion, eombmatmn a,rmngement and operation.

of the several pa,rte composing the faucet, all
of which will be hereinafter set forth, and spe-
cifically designated in the claims.

Referring to the accompanying drawings, in

:‘;'.:.:4_5 which' similar letters of reference indicate like |

parts in each of the several figures, Figure 1 is
a seetion of our invention, showing the relation
2, the

key disconnected from the faucet; Flg 3 the

ous matter while in course of {ransportation ;
and Fig. 4 is a plan view of the faucet when
prepared for the insertion of the key.

In earrying out our invention we secure to
the barrel-head B the socketed body A of the 55
faucet by screwing it to the interior collar, C,
said body A projecting inside of the barrel-
head and being formed with a slot, o, threaded
portion ¥/, an enlarged inner-threaded portion,

«, fitting into said head and forming a shoul- 6o

der even with the inside thereof and abufting
against said collar C; and to more firmly se-
cure said faucet-body A we screw upon 1t the
exteriorcollar, D, whichis designed to be firmly
secured to the berrel head on the outside, sub- 6 g
stantially as in the manner shown in Fig. 1.
Within the body of the faucet A is secured
the spigot K, by means of the threaded washer
¢, sald spigot being formed with a slot, o/, to
coincide with that in the body A, and a collar 7o
or shoulder, r, to abut against a corresponding
shoulder in the said body A, in order to limit
the distance of ifs projection thereinto. The

said washer e is threaded on its periphery to

correspond with and screw into the enlarged 75
inner-threaded portion a’ of said body A until

it engages with the collar #, thereby securing
the spigot 1n position, as above stated. The
mouth g of said eplgot is squared to receive
the key &, enabling said key to turn said spigot 8o
as ecceelon may require.

The key & is tubulated, as shown in Iig. 1,
and is adapted to be festened to the spigot by
the screw-coupling k, the parts being threaded .
for the purpose. Seid key is formed with a 85
collar or shoulder, ¢/, which abuts against a
corresponding shoulder in the coupling %, and
a square end or tongue, d’, corresponding with
the mouth of the spigot, by means of which it
1s secured to and turns the latter, as above go
stated. The outer ends of the coupling and
of the key are squared, in order to afford means
to operate or turn them, as will be understood.

To the exterior eolla,r we fasten or pivot the
plate m, which serves to protect the faucet from gg
injury or from being tampered with during
transportation or at other times, and to the
body of the faucet A, projecting into the inte-
rior of the barrel, or 'fo the barrel-head, is se-

50 plate which protects said faucet from extrene | cured a perforeted hood or guard, p, for cov- 100
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ering the inlet-apertures o, to prevent any sedi-

ment or other substances calculated to clog the

faucet from passing therethrough into said

faucet. Said hood is provided with an inner
g secrew-thread,corresponding with )’ onthebody
A, and by means of which it is secured thereto,
all as shown.

In operating the invention, after the barrel
has been filled with liquor at the brewery or
distillery, the faucet being, of course, turned
off and the key withdrawn, the plate m is
turned over the face of the faucet and sealed
by means of the Government revenue-stamp,
so placed as that it must be broken in order
to gain access to the liquor. The barrel 18
then ready to be dehvered to the consumer or
storekeeper, who, when so disposed, breaks the
seal by turning the plate m, inserts the key #
imto the mouth g of the spigot E, and sccures
it firmly and hermetically by means of the coup-
ling &k, making said key and spigot substan.
tially one. All that then remains to be done
necessary to draw the fluid is to turn the key,
and with 1t the accompanying spigot, when
the liquor will flow, as in the usual manner
when taucets are used, and as will readily be
understood.

It will be observed that the rim and inner
surface of the barrel-head, as well as the faucet
or bung-hole, is covered with a sheet-metal
plate, s, for the purpose of preventing the head
from swelling and bursting. This feature, how-
ever, we do not claim herein, as 1t will form

15
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the subject of a separate application for a pat-

35 ent.

229,743

Having thus deseribed our invention, what
we claim, and wish to have secured by Letters
Patent, 15—

1. In a faucet adapted to be permanently
secured to the head of a barrel or cask, the
combination of the socketed body A, having

40

| the enlarged inner-threaded portion ', outer

removable collar, D, threaded portion 4/, and
slot o, the inner serew-collar, C, the perforated
hood p, having a threaded portion adapted to
screw upon the threaded portion of the sock-
eted body A, the spigot E, having the slot o
and square or angular mouth g, and the thread-
ed washer or collar e, arranged with relation
to each other and operating as and for the pur- 5o
poses set forth and shown.

2. In a faoncet adapted to be permanently
secured to the head of a barrel or cask, the
combination, with the spigot E, having the
square or angualar mouth ¢ and outer-threaded 53
portion ¢, of the tubular key /%, having the
square or angular end d’ and collar ¢/, and the
inner-threaded and shouldered screw-coupling
i, all the parts being arranged with relation to
each other and operating as and for the pur- 60
poses set forth and shown.

In testimony that we claim the foregoing we

have hereunto set our hands this 11th day of
March, 1880.

45

PATRICK P. OBRIEN,
JAMES ¥. SPLAN.

Witnesses :
OL1VER DRAKE,
CHARLES H. PELL.
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