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To all whom 1t may concern: 1
Be it known that we, THOMAS W. FREE-

B0RN and ZACCHEUS CHASE, both of New-
port, State of Rhode Island, have invented a
¢ new and useful Improvement in Iolding
Stands, which invention 1is fully set forth in i
the following specification.
The folding stands or tables to whieh this
‘nvention relates are designed especially for
1o supporting butlers’ trays, but may be used as
fAower-stands, as a writing table or desk, or
for other desired purpose.
The ordinary butler’s stand consists of two
pairs of crossed legs hinged together and hav- |
15 ing the tops connected by bands of woven or

other flexible material.
In this invention the top of the stand folds

in the middle, butis rigid whenin use, like an
ordinary table.
-0 Heretofore folding tables have been made
in various ways, which it 1s unnecessary here
to describe. - .
The object of thisinvention is to make &
licht, compact, simple, neat, and convenient
2t stand, perfectly adapted to the purpose de-
signed. |
The stand consists of two pairs of crossed
Jegs pivoted to each other in the well-known
manner, as in a camp-stool or an ordinary but-
30 ler’s stand, a table or top made in two parts
and provided with handles on opposite sides
of the line between the two parts of the top,
and two jointed arms connected by a hinge-
joint with the tops of the legs and supporting
3¢ the table. The jointed arms resemble a pair
~ of toggle-levers in their action. They fold up-
ward in the center. Motion below a horizon-
tal plane is prevented by the meeting of the
edges of the two parts of the top, and also by

10 the contact with the opposite sides of the top |

of the ends of the jointed supporting-arms.

Suitable pins or shoulders might also be used,

if desired, in addition. The stand can De

folded or opened by one motion of the arm of
45 the butler.

Tn order that the stand can be the more
readily folded and carried away when desired,
the handles for the top are formed by cutting
suitably-shaped openings In each half of the

so said top, near the dividing-line.

With one

nand these handles can be grasped and the
stand instantaneously folded and carried away.

To more fully explain the invention and the

manner of carrying the same 1nto effect, ref-
erence is made to the accompanying draw- 55
ings, which form a part of this specification.

Figure 1 18 an isometrie perspective view of

| the stand opened for supporting the butler’s
tray, which is indicated in dotted lines; and
Fig. 2, a similar view of the stand folded. 60

The same letters indicate like parts on both
the figures. -

A A’ represent the two halves of the top.
Near the dividing-line openings are made, SO
as to leave a small portion or strip, B, on each 65

" gide.

C represents the crossed legs, pivoted to
each other at ¢, and connected by Cross-bars
D. To the upper part of the legs are cou-
nected the two pairs of jointed arms E E'. 7o
These arms are hinged at e to the legs, and
are jointed to each other at ¢/. The two parts
of the table or top are attached to the upper
side of these arms, one part to the arms E and
the other to the arms ¥/, so that when the 75
stand is open and the top is flab the adjacent
edges meet and effectually prevent the center
of the stand from sinking in when weighted.
Contact of the parts of the top with the ends
of the opposite jointed supporting-arms also 8o
aids in preventing the sinking of the table in
the center. | |
Tt will be readily scven that, owing to the
erossed legs and the disposition of the top
and its supporting-arms, the stability is in- 83
creased by the weight of the tray or other ar-
| ticles. | -

If desired, pins could be placed, or shoul-
ders or projections formed, on or near the con-
hected ends of each pair of arms E K, or on 9o
the legs, so as to prevent their depression be-
| low the proper level. . |
\ Although the stand 1s specially adapted and

designed for use in connection with a butler’s
tray, yet it may be, as already stated, applied 95
| to other purposes.

Having thus fully deseribed our said 1nven-
tion, and the manner in which the same 1s OT
may be carried into effect, what we claim, and
desire to secure by Letters Patent, 18— 100

|
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legs pivoted to each other, the jointed arms
hinged to the upper part of said legs, and the
- two-part top attached to the jointed arms, so

5 as to be elevated in the center when the stand
18 folded,and provided wit handles formed by

~ openingson opposite sides of the line between

the two parts of the top, substantially as and

forthe purpose de
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scribed.

sisting of the crossed |

| Ing witnesses.

In testimony whereof we have signed this ro {

specification in the presence of two subscrib-

~ THOMAS W. FREEBORN,
__"-ZACE[EUS_ CHASE.
~ Witnesses :

EDWARD FLoYD CRosBY,
DARIUS BAKER. o
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