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To all whom it may conecern :

Be it known that I, HENRY DIRCKENSTADT,
of the city, county, and State of Now York,
have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Fans, of which the following is
a specification..

In the accompanying drawings, I'igures I
and 2 represent side clevation of my improved

fan, (shown respectively in open and folded

position,) and Fig.3 is an end viewof thesame.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts.

This invention relates to an improved fan
of that class in which two handles are con-
nected by a hinge at one end and the cirenlar

web of the fan is either folded up between the

handles when they are placed face to face or

the web spread out when the handles are.

Placed back to back.

The invention consists of two handles, whicl
are connected by a hinge at one end, the web
of the fan being attached to their upper flat
portions, while the handle portions below the
web are provided with projections or cheeks.

Referring to the drawings, A A are the han-

dles, and B is the web, of my improved tan.

The handles A A are connected at one end by
a leather or other hin oe, «, which is covered
by ornamental side disks, b D, connected to
the center of the web in suitable manuer.

At the opposite end of the handles is ar-
ranged a catch or other fastening device, d,
which is preferably connected to one handle,
and adapted to be readily placed over the
other handle or to be released therefrom. The
upper halt of each handle, to which the web
B of the fan is applied, is made flat, while the
lower part of the handle is made either of ob-
long or circular cross-section, so as to form the
handle proper, and arranged with projecting
portions or cheeks ¢, the side {aces of which

are preferably flat, so as to form contact with |

- éach other when the fan is closed, as in g, 2.

F

The flat upper portions of each handle, to-
gether with the projecting cheeks e, form a
space, between which the fan, when folded
up, 1s neatly and secuarely stored. The con-
tact of the side faces of the cheeks secures the
handles in a steady position sidewise-of each
other without varying the size of the space
within which the web is folded up or the de-
gree of compression of the folds. Thereby one
of the main reasons for the rapid wearing out
of the fans of this c¢lass is obviated.

I am aware that fans having straight han-
dles which are eonnected by a hinge at the
end and adapted to fold up the web between
them are well known; but in all these fans
there 1s an uneven compression of the folds of
the web, so that they wear out quickly and
are liable to break, which I have entirelyover-
come by the arrangement of the projeeting
portions or cheeks below the web.

Having thus deseribed my invention, I claim
as new and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent—

- 1. As an improvement in fans the handles
of which are connected by a hinge at one end
and adapted to hold the web between them,

the projecting portions or cheeks ¢, arranged

below the fan, substantially as set forth.

2. As an improvement in fans, the combi-
nation ot the handles A A, being hinged to-
gether at one end and provided with flat upper
portions and projections or cheeks below the
samne, with a web, B, attached to the flat por-
tion of the handles, substantially as described.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my invention I have signed my name, in pres-
ence of two witnesses, this Sth day of April,
1880.

HENRY BIRCKENSTADT.

Witnesses:
PAUL GOEPEL,
CARL KARP.
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