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(No model.)

To all whom 1t may concern: |

Be it known that I, EL1As CONOVER, a citl-
zen of the United States, residing at Trumans-
burg, in the county of Tompkins and State of
New York, have invented new and useful 1m-
provements in Invalid- Bedsteads, of which
the following is a specification. .

This invention relates to certain improve-
ments in invalid-bedsteads; and 1t has for 1ts
object to provide a means for elevating the
portion of the bottom of the bedstead which
supports that part of the mattress upon which
the head and upper portion of the body of the
occupant rest without disturbing the occu-
pant. | .

To this end the invention consists in the
combination, with an ordinary bedstead, ot a
section occupying the place of the slats at the
head of the same, which section is pivoted De-
tween the side rails of the bedstead, and a
lever-frame provided with friction-rollers, upon
which the edges of the pivoted section bear,

the said frame having connected with 1t a se- |

- ries of belts, cords, or chains passing over
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pulleys attached to the head-board of the bed-
stead and extending forwardly under the bot-
tom of the same, and connected with a trans-
verse shaft provided with a ratchet, with which
engages a pawl to hold said shaft in a fixed
position, and with a detachable crank for op-

‘erating said shaft to raiseordepressthe hinged

head-section, all of which will be more tully
hereinafter described in detail.

In the drawings, Figure 1 indicates a side
elevation of a bedstead embodying my inven-
tion, the side rail being broken away ; Fig. 2,
a longitudinal vertical section ot the same.

The letter A indicates a bedstead of the ordi-
nary or any approved construction, and B the
side rails thereof. The side rails are rabbeted
for a portion of their length, as indicated at
C, for the reception and support of the usual
slats D. | | -

At the forward end or head portion of the
bedstead the rabbets are cut away for the re-
ception of a section, D’, provided with pro-

jections or lugs E at its front edge, which set |

between the rabbeted portion of the rails, and
are pivoted to a transverse shaft, I, secured

go to the rails, so that said section may be freely

elevated or depressed.

The section D’ at each sideis provided with
curved rabbets or ledges G, as shown 1n the
drawings. |

The letter H indicates a lever-frame ful-
crumed to a transverse shaft secured at L to
the side rails of the bedstead. The upper ends
of said lever-iframe carry frietion-rollers M,
which set in the rabbets at the sides of the
section D/, and travel therein as said lever-

frame is operated, serving to elevate or depress

the said section.

To the lower end of the transverse rod N
of the lever-frame is secured one or more belts,
bands, or chains, O, which pass forward toward
the head-board of the bedstead and over the
pulleys P, journaled in brackets secured to
the head-board, and passing rearward toward
the foot-board of the bedstead below the slats
of the same.

The letter S indicates a transverse roller or
drum, the shaft of which is journaled in bear-
ings T, secured to or formed on the side rails
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of the bedstead, to which the belts, bands, or |

chains O are secured, as shown.
«aid drum. or roller projects beyond one of the
side rails, and is provided with a rigidly-at-
tached ratchet-wheel, U, with which is adapted
to engage a pivoted pawl, V, adapted to en-

| gage the ratchet and hold the drum or roller

to prevent its rotation.

The projecting end of the roller-shatt is

squared, so as to reeeive a detachable key or
crank, by means of which the said drum or
roller may be rotated to elevate or depress the
swinging section of the bedstead.

The operation of my invention will be read-

ily understood in connection with the above
description. | |

The swinging section, in its normal position,
is level or in line with the slats at the bottom
of the bedstead. Whenitis desired to elevate
the head and body of the occupant of the bed

the roller or drum is rotated by means of the

key or crank, winding the belts, bands, or
chains thereon, and drawing upon the lever-
frame, elevating the upper ends thereof car-
rying the friction-rollers, and causing sald
friction-rollers to elevate the swinging or piv-
oted section to any desired angle, the said
section elevating the head portion of the mat-
tress and bed-clothing, together with the up-

The shaft of
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per portion of the body of the occupant, to the
desired position.
- What I claim 1s—

The combination, in a bedstead, of a remov-
able section, pivoted between the side rails of
the same and rabbeted at its edges, and a lever-
frame, fulerumed between said side rails and
provided with friction-rollers bearing in the
rabbets in said section, the belts, chains, or
bands attached to said lever-frame and pass-
ing over pulleys secured to the head-board,

—

and the transverse drum or roller, with its
ratchets or pawls, whereby said section may
be elevated or depressed, substantially as
specified. | 15
In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand and seal in the presence of two sub-
seribing witnesses.
| ELIAS CONOVER. [L.8.]
Witnesses: | |
GEO. H. PERRY,
JOHN A. LETTS.
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