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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, EDWARD Q. NORTON,

of Cleveland, in the county of Cuyahoga and
State of Ohio, have invented a new and use-
fal Improvement in Ballot-Boxes; and 1 do

-hereby declare that the following is a full and

exact description of the same, reference being
had to the accompanying drawings, and to the
letters of reference marked thereon.

My invention has for its object certain novel
improvements in the constraction of ballot-
boxes, designed to prevent fraud or 1mposi-
tion 1 conducting any election where choice
of candidates is decided by voting or castin o
ballots. I have designed to provide a ballot-
box which will prevent effectually more than
one vote being deposited by a single person,
and also to so preservethe ballots sealed with-
in the box that they can be counted and re-
counted any number of times in case of dis-
pute. | |

In order that persons skilled in the art may
know how to make and use my ballot-box, I
will now fully describe the same, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings, in
which— | |

I'igure 1 represents a perspeetive view of my

- ballot-box with the cover thrown back ready
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for balloting; Fig. 2, a perspective view of the
same with the springs raised and the cover

closed and locked; and Fig. 3, a sectional view

of my ballot-box, showing its interior arrange-
ment. | |

Similar letters refer to similar parts.

A A’ are rolls or drums, upon which a strip
of paper or other suitable material is wound.
B is a crank, which can be attached to the

- Shaft of either A or A’ for the purpose of
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winding the strip upon either roll. -C C are
rolls over which the strip passes for the pur-
pose of maintaining a smooth and even ten-
ston upon the same. 1D D D are supports-hold-
ing the arched sheet of metal E, over which
the strip from the rolls passes when bein o
wound from one roll to the other.

I'is anarched sliding cover fitting in grooves
in the arched sides of the top of the box and
movable back and forth within the grooves.
(x is a curved glass front permanently affixed
to the sides of the box, so as to be under the

arched sliding cover. H is a spring-presser,

SO arranged, as shown, that it will rest upon

the strip of paper or other suitable material as

1t passes over the arched metallic support K.
I is a rubber roller, also resting upon the

| strip «, and held by spring - pressure. The
strip has at regular intervals upon its surface
adhesive substance in lines, so that a folded
ballot, being placed upon the strip, will adhere
to 1t by one of its edges, and, passing under
the spring-presser H, will be unfolded as it
passes from sight under the cover F, the roller

to the strip. The erank B is turned to accom-

the springs H and I, with their appurtenances,
can be raised, the cover F moved over upon
the open side and Iocked and sealed, as shown,
on the opposite side at J. The box is then
secure against any tampering, and by revers-
ing the handle or erank B and winding back
the strip upon the drum A each ballot can
be seen and counted as it passes, secure from
molestation, under the glass G.

The box can be constructed in any sub-
stantial manner desired, and, as the ballots

greater security from fraud is obtained than
by any other method, and any dispute as to
the counting can be easily overcome by turn-
ing the crank and recounting the votes.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is— | .
1. In a ballot-box, the combination, with
the paper strip a, constructed as described,
of the spring H, rubber roller I, and arched
metallic support E, substantially as and for
the purpose set forth.

2. In a box for balloting, the rolls A A,
crank B, continuous strip «, cover F, glass G,
and spring devices H and I, as and for the
purposes set forth and described.

J. In a ballot-box, the combination of the
curved glass top G and the curved sliding

substantially as described and shown.

4. A ballot-box wherein are combined drums
A A/, crank B, rolls C O, supports D D D,
arched support K, continuous paper strip «,
spring H, roller 1, glass top G, sliding cover
F, and lock J, all constructed and arranged
substantially as deseribed and shown.

This specification signed and witnessed this
13th day of August, 1879.

EDWARD Q. NORTON.

Witnesses:
GEo. C. TrRACY,
J. T. VAMELINK, JT.

plish this, and when the balloting is completed.

are not handled after they are cast, a much
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I pressing it down upon the adhesive sub-
stance and causing it to be permanently affixed
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cover I, moving in grooves and operating
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