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To all whom it mas Y concem -
~ Be it known-that I, LEVIN J. STEWART, of

Cappahosie, in the count} of Gloncester and

State of Virginia, have invented a new and
valuable Improvement in Floats for Fatten-

- seription of the construotmn and operation of

IO

~ of a transverse section ot my improved float. |
Fig. 2 is a plan view of the same, mld I‘m 3
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the same, reference being had to the annexed

dmwmgq, making a pfu*t of this specification,

and to the 1etterc: ..md ﬁﬂmes of reference
marked thereon.

Iigure 1 of the drawmns is a Trepr esenm‘mou

is a seetional detail thereof.

T'his invention has relation to 1r11p10vemeutb
in floats for fattening, stowing, feeding, and
transporting oysters.

In floats heretofore used the shell-fish have

- been placed upon the deck of the float and

| .

the latter sunk, by adwmitting water into the
same, 1n shoal-water; hence such floats were
useless, except when a bank a few teet under;
water can be obtained.

The object of my invention is, mainly, to

- construct a float for the purposes above men-
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tioned which will be operative in deep water,

and which may be raised or suunk with GIB’LB
facility and speed.
The nature of the in ventlon W 111 he fullv set

__ forth hereinatter.
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In the accompanying dmmugq the letter A
demgmtes a scow or lighter, constructed of
wood or metal, or of a uombmahon thereof,
so as to be both 311 and water tight, and decked
over from end to end, so as to be tight. The

- bottom of the scow is provided with openings
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a, closed at pleasure by the valves b, that are
0pera,tec1 from the deck by means of screw-stems
¢ extending through bearings d in the said
deck, and promded on 1139. end_ with a wrench-

“seat, e.

I do 11013 confine myself to this peculiar de-
vice for opening and closing the valves. These
being open, water enters the hull of the scow
and sinks it with its load. The deck -of the

scow is covered with a supplementary raised

deck, B, upon which the oysters or other shell-
fish are phced This deck extends laterally

out beyond the deck proper, and forms an

and I do hereby declare that
the followmﬂ‘ is a full, clear, and exact de--

| “werh&ng,” d’, which is provided at its outer

edge with a guard, d", to retain the oysters.

From this guard ])1036(}{ bearing-arms é', In

which are jomrnaled shafts f, h‘wmg gear-
wheels ¢/ keyed thereon, and extending
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through slots s in the memlllu arms ¢ of the

oats (. The oear-wheels €'/ en-

Subsuh‘u y ]

cage toothed racks 4 upon the arms g, and

when thesaid shaftsareoperated the said floats
are raised or lowered, as the case may Dbe.
When raised the said floats allow the scow to
sink down

proportionately. When lowered to their full-
est extent, the valves ) being open and water
flowing into the scow, the floats C swing out

from undel the ovellnng, and as the scow

sinks assume the position shown in dotted

lines, Hig. 1, when they arrest the scow and

sustain It fU: a distance under the water of sev-
cral feet, thus preventing it from sinking to
the bottom whatever be the depth of the wa-
ter. Thesu subsidiary floats may be of wood
or iron, and formed in the shape of a boat or
bﬂJllel

‘Tt will be seen that thl‘:‘. float may be ubed
in water of any depth, and that by this means
oysters may be fattened without the SCOW rest-
ing.on the bottom.

in the water to a proportionate ex-
tent, and when lowered they raise the scow

6ol :
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'I‘h(, employment of the subsidiary ﬂofLLs in

~connection with the scow causes the latter to

sink OI‘I‘iSB on an even keel and perpendicu-
larly. * It being desired to raise the scow and

1ts load, the valves b will be closed and a quan-.

tity of w.;tter pumped out of the same, when
it will immediately rise to the surface.
enough water being admitted into the hull of
the scow to sink it, and the latter being sup-
ported by the ﬂomt%, it is evident that but aQ

small quantity need be pumped out to float

Barely
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the secow; or, the valves being opened, the wa-

ter may be expelled from the sCOW by an air-
This I .

forcing pump with a similar result.
rLﬂcwmphﬂ;h by means of a flexible tube, T,
coupled to the condenser of the air- -pump and
to the nozzle of a stop-cock, {x, inserted in the
deck. Thiscockis under -water when the scow
is sunk, and should be turned off,
should the tube ' be accidentally or mali-
ciously eut under water the scow will not fill

and sink beyond the support of the subsidiary

so that
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ment it sinks to a depth to be supported from
the tloats they are closed, and a quantity of

towed to the oyster-packing establishment or

'by Letters Patent, is—

2 229,855

floats to the bottom. The ends of the valve- |
stems and the cock G are inclosed within an-
nular guards g, which prevent them from be-
ing covered up or choked up by the load.

In admitting water into the hull of the scow
the valves and cock are opened; but the mo-

alr remains 1n the scow, which assists in buoy-
ing up the same and imposes-but little weight
upon the floats, which consequently need be
but of small size compared to the scow. |

If desired, the floats may be made detacha-
ble from the hull of the scow and anchored
at the fattening-grounds, while the scow is

to market.
What I claim as new, and desire to secure

1. The oyster-scow having a hollow body, 20
and the drain-rack B above the same, the lat-
eral tloats, having arms ¢ pivoted to said scow,
and mechanism for raising or lowering the
same, substantially as specified.

2. The combination of the scow A, having 2g
overbhang d’, the shafts f, journaled in the said
overhang, and provided with gears ¢/, and

the toats C, having slotted arms ¢, with rack-

bars ¢, substantially as specified. |
In testimony that I claim the above I have 3o

hereunto subscribed my name in the presence
of two witnesses. |

LEVIN J. STEWART.

Witﬁesses :
FRANK J. MASI,
PHILIP:- C. MASI.
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