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UNITED STATES

Patent OFFICE.

. CHARLES FOCKLER, OF DUBUQUE, IOWA.

CARRIAGE-TOP.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 227,751, dated May 18, 1880,
" Application filed December 6,1879. - |

To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, CHARLES FOCKLER, of"

Dubuque, in the county of Dubuque and State
of Iowa, have invented a new and useful Im-
provement in Adjustable Vehicle-Tops; and
I do hereby declare that the following is a full
and exact description of the same, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings, and
to the letters of reference marked thereon.
My invention relates to that class of con-
trivances for adjusting vehicle-tops wherein a
rigid brace or rod is hinged to the shifting
rall on each side of the top and passes through
a clamping device on one of the bows; and
1ts object is to so construct the parts tlnt the
back bow will not carry the weight of the

‘whole top when dropped down, and will be

thereby saved from breaking, and also so that

the clamp will fit the rod closely when loos- -

ened, preventing the top from rattling when

-~ down or being injured by the shaking of the
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vehicle.

My invention therein consists, first, in secur-

ing the clamp on each side to the next to the
last bow of the top and enlarging the rod or
brace near its lower end, or providing it with
a stop, so that the rear bow, when the top is
dropped down, will rest upon the prop-blocks,
but the remainder of the top will be supported
by the rigid rods or braces, and will not rest
npon such rear bow: ; and, second, in the pe-
culiar construction of the clamps, SO that they
will act as swivels and can be made to fit the
rods or braces snugly, so as not to have any
play thereon, and at the same time will not
shake or rattle when the top is down.

~ In the drawings, Figure 1 is a side elevation
of a four-bow top having my improvement at-
tached; Fig. 2, a view of the same when
dropped down; I‘1g 3, & separate view of one
of the rods or bmces, and Fig. 4 a sectional
view of one of the clamps.

A B C D represent the four bows of the top,
of ordinary construction.

The first and third bows, A C, are connected
by a horizontal jointed 10d E, on each side,
outside of the bows, while the th1rd and fourth
bows, C D, are connected by inside jointed
rods or plates, I,

| top, is secured a plate, G, carrying the clamp,
‘which plate may also carry the pivot-stud of

the jointed rod LK. This plate G extends fo

the rear of the bow, and is cast with a socket, -

a, provided with an internal screw -thread.
Into the socket « is turned the screw-threaded
inner end of the swivel or stud H. This stad
H has a transverse hole, b, in its end, through
which the rod or brace passe&,, and it also has
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a screw-threaded opening, ¢, extending from 6o

the hole b centrally through the 1nner end of
the stud.

The clamping thumb-screw I turns in the

opening ¢ from the inside of the carriage, and
sets against the rod or brace in the hole b.
By these means the hole b can be made to fit
the rod or brace snugly, since the stud H turns
as aswivel, and, being held by a screw-thread,

never works loose so as to allow the parts to

rattle when the top 1s down.
The rigid rod or brace K on each side of the

top is pivoted on the prop-block of the shifting-
rail. It extends up through the hole b in the
swivel-stud H, and has a knobon its upper end,

| to prevent it from being drawn out of the stud
and to limit the forward movement of the top.

The lower portion of the brace 1s enlarged,
forming a shoulder at L, which, when the top
is thrown down, supports the three front bows
above the rear bow, thus preventing the rear
bow from being broken by the we1ght of the
top

It 1s apparent that a stop can be secured to
the brace to answer the purpose of the shoul-
der 1, or a shoulder formed on the brace with-
out enlargmg such brace; but I prefer the
form shown, for strength and stiffness.

I am aware that there is a devicefor adjust-

ing carriage-tops consisting of a ¢ylinder hav-
ing a hole through its center with a bolt pass-
ing through the same, a section of one of its
ends filling the hole in the cylinder and the
smaller end having serew-threads to receive a
thumb-screw, which operates to secure in place
a straight brace passing through a hole in
outer end of cylinder and bolt, and I do not
claim in my invention anything therein shown.

‘What I claim as my invention 1s—

1. As a new article of manufacture, the
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To the third bow, C, on. each side, near its | clamping device described, wherein are com- 100
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bined the plate G, cast with an internal screw- | a vehicle-top, the clamping device described 1o
threaded socket, @, the swivel or stud H, hav- | and the rigid rod K, having the shoulder L,
ing its inner end screw-threaded and fitting | for the purpose set forth

socket a, its outer end pierced by the trans- This specification signed and witnessed this
verse holeb and a centrally-longitudinal screw- | 24th day of September 1879.

threaded opening, ¢, and the thumb-screw I, CHARLES I‘OOKL]]R
all constructed and arranged substantially as W’ltnesses : .

described. WILLIAM GRAHAM,

2. In combination with the third bow, C, of MoNROE M. CADY.
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