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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, WirLiam G. HuURrD, a
1tizen of the United States, residing at Hor-
nellsville, in the county of Steuben and State
of New York, have invented certain new and
usetul Improvements in Link-Guides for Car-

following is a full, clear, and exact deseri ption
of the same, reference being had to the annexed
drawings, making a part of this spectfication,
and to the letters and figures of reference
marked thereon.

- Figure 1 of the drawings is a perspective

gulding the coupling-link into the draw-head
of railroad-cars. Tig. 2 is a similar view of
the holder for the same, showing it secured to
a belt to be fastened around the walst; Fig.
' and Kig, 41is
a sectional view of the head for detachably
connecting thereto the steel rod.

This invention has relation to certain new
and useful improvements in devices for rajs-
Ing and guiding the link into the draw-head
while eoupling the cars from the outside of
the track, thereby removing the necessity of
stepping over and between the rails of the
track and taking hold of the coupling-link
with the hands, which is too frequently at-
tended with danger of being crushed between
the cars or other injury to the brakeman or
switchman.

In the accompanying drawings, A repre-
sents the handle, and B the head, to which is
connected a steel rod, O, - |

The handle and head may be composed of
any suitable metal, the latter being rectangu-
lar in cross-section, having four flat sides, «,
inclined in a direction toward the vertical axis
of the head, or, in other words, inclined in an
inward direction from its top, so that when
placed in the correspondin gly-formed holder
stationary and prevented

——

from turning therein. _- )

By this construection the turning around of 4z
the handle A is prevented while the device 18
being carried by the brakeman or switehman.

The head B is formed with a suitable SCrew-
opening to receive the serew-threaded shank

of the steel rod C. 50

The holder D is formed with ears O for at-
taching it, by rivets or other suitable means,
to a belt, I, which is seeured around the waist
of the brakeman or switchman.

The rod C is simply a straight piece of steel, gs
and should it become broken or otherwise in.
Jured it can be readily detached or removed
from the head B and replaced by a n SWoTTe;”
the cost of which ‘would Dbe comparatively
trifling.
vantage in the device, as it is essential to con-
struct the rod of steel, in order that it will not
be too heavy and clumsy, and still be stiff
enough to raise the coupling-link and sapport
1t without the rod bending in guiding the link’ 6 g
into the draw-bead of the car.

It is also desirable that the handle A should
lie lat against the body of the wearer of the
belt, and not turn around and get 1n the way
while the brakeman or switchman is attend- 7o
Ing to his other work. For this reason the
head B and holder D are made in the form.
shown, which 'is also considered. a very im-
portant feature of my invention.

Having now fully deseribed my invention, 7z
what I claim as new, and desire to secare by
Letters Patent, is—

The device for coupling cars, consisting of

i the handle A and head B and the detachable

steel rod C, substantially as and for the
pose set forth.

In testimony that I claim the above I have
hereunto subscribed Iy name in the presence
of two witnesses.

puar- 3o

- WILLIAM G. HURD.
Witnesses: . ;
GEO. R. PORTER,

H. J. ENNIs.

This is considered an im portant ad- 6o
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