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To all whom it may concern :

of Motthaven, in the county of New Yorkand
State of New York, have invented a new and
useful Improvement in Letter-Boxes,of which
the following is a specification.

‘The object of this invention is to provide a
cheap and simple device for notifying the pub-
lic after each collection of the mail from a let-
ter-box of the hour when the next collection
will be made, and for controlling the atten-
tiveness of the mail-carrier by making 1t ap-
pear whether or not he neglected to make the
previous collection at the propertime indicated
on the time-table, according to the rules ot the
post-office, and for protecting the time-table
from injury by being defaced or washed off by
rain. .

In the accompanying drawings, Ifigurelrep-
resents a front view of a letter-box constructed
according to my present invention. Iig. 21s
aside view of the same, partly in section, on the
line # z of Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is a horizontal sec-
tion of a portion of the same, taken on theline
y 4 of Fig. 1, the time-table door or wicket be-
ing shown as when turned down and held 1n a
horizontal position for inspection of the time-
table. TFig. 4 is a face view of the time-table.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts. |
- A is the letter-box, and B the ordinary door,
hinged to the box A at a, and provided with
the side pieces, b, which latter act as stops
against the upper edge, ¢/, of the door-open-
ing to keep the door when'open in convenient
position for taking out the letfers from the box.

Cisthetime-tableindicating the hours during

the day at which the mail should be collected,

and giving a special notice below, at ¢, of the
hour at which the next collection should be
made. This time-table (instead of being, as
usnal, pasted upon the box, where it is liable
to be torn off or washed off by rain) is mounted

upon a piece of pasteboard or other stiff card,

and inserted from the upperend of theopened
door, on the inside of the latter, in a metallic
frame or pocket, D, which is fastened by
screws. d to the door B, (or to the door B and
one of its side pieces, b,) as shown in the draw-
ings.
provided with an opening, b/, of suitable size

In front of the pocket D the door B is |

the said openiné b’ is covered inside the door |
Be it known that I, THOMAS R. LOWERRE, | with a glass pane, i, which 1s held perma-

nently in its place by a small cleat, F, fast-

‘ened by screws f to the door B, thie said cleat

being grooved or provided with a small flange,

| /!, which receives the upper edge of the glass
E and retains it in position in front of the

time-table.
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“To protect the glass B from injury the open-

| ing b’ is covered by a door or wicket, G, which

is hinged at its lower end to lugs H on the door

B, the hinge-pin & being surrounded with a
spiral spring, I, whose ends are fastened, one
to the door B and the other to the wicket G,

and the spring is so set that it will always -

keep the wicket closed and covering the glass
anless opened by the knob or handle g, and
held open while inspecting the time-table.
The time-tables (all alike with exception
only of the last line of the special notice, at
¢, which indicates the hour of the next col-
lection) are kept in the post-office in series ar-

ranged in order corresponding to the hours of 75

collection, and when the letter-carrier empties
a mail-box at, for instance, 7 o’clock, (sup-
posing the hours to be those indicated in Fig.
4 of the drawings,) he also removes the card
then in the pocket D and inserts in its place
a card bearing the inscription shown at ¢ in
Fig. 4, taking with him to the post-office the
removed card, which he delivers at the same
time with the letters from the box, and receives
instead a card or time-table bearing the in-
seription: “Next collection between 1:00 and
1:30.7 ' -
If the card shown in Fig. 4 be found to re-
main in the pocket D of a box, A, after 10
o’clock, it is evident that the carrier has ne-
olected to collect between 9:30 and 10 o’clock,
and his neglect will also be discovered on his
arrival at the post-office, when, on returning
there the cards just removed from the boxes,
he will be found short of one card. Thus this
invention affords a very simple and effective
means of controlling the attentiveness of mail-
carriers in collecting mail from street-boxes.

It is evident that the pocket D may be ar-.

ranged at the side instead of front of the box,
if preferred. o

Having thus described my invention, I claim
as new and desire to secure by Letters Pat-

to allow of fully reading the time-table C, and | ent—
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1. A letter-box, A, having an inside frame
or pocket, D, accessible through the door B, to
receive and inclose, visible through an outside
opening, &/, a card, C, of a series of inter-
changeable time - tables bearing successively
notices of the successive times of collection,

substantially as and for the purpose set forth.

2. In a letter-box, A, the combination of the
door B, provided with the opening?’, the pane
E, held by the cleat F, to cover the said open-
ing on the inside, and the pocket or frame D,

for inclosing thecard C, substantially as speei- :

fied.

:

3. In aletter-boxhaving aninside time-table
pocket, D, and an inside pane, E, coveringthe 1g
Inspection-opening b’,the exterior hinged cover
or wicket, G, kept closed by the tension of a
spring, I, to protect the glass E, substantially
as specified.

THOMAS R. LOWERRE.

YWitnesses:
A, W, ALMQVIST,
SIGFRID LINDHAGEN.
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