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To all whom it maey conceri: .
Be it kunown that §, LUCINDA . BUCKNAM,

of Needham, Massachusetts, have invented i

sertain Compound called * Absorbent Cotton,”
g tobeuged in dressing wounds and for all surgi-
cad purpones, of which the following i3 a spect-
fication.

This invention cpnsists 1 a composition
fovied as follows, to wit: |

To prepare the cotton, take four pounds
clean raw cotton, break and card it.  Then (lis-
solve two pounds of chloride of lime In thirty-
two quarts of boiling water, (in @ vessel of
wood or stone.} After dissolving well put the
cotton in the solution and stir it for twenty
minutes, so as to haveit well satinrated, Then
take out the cotton and riuse it thoroughly in
ot water, changing the water three thnes.
Then dissolve two pounds of sal-soda in forty
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quarts of lot water. Put the cotton in the 2o
solution, stir it well, et it stand ten minutes,
then rinse thoroughly in hot water, changing
the water four times; then dry it and card it,
and it is ready for use, |

This absorbent cotton will sink immediately
in water, blood, matter, or other fluid where an
absorbent is needed. -

I ¢claim— | |

The method of preparing cotton as an ab-
sorbent for surgical purpeses, consisting in
subjecting it first to a bath of chloride-of-lime
solution, then rinsing in water, atterward sub-
jeeting to @ bath of solution of caustic soda,
andd again rinsing, as set forth. ’
LUCINDA A. BUCKNAM.-
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Witnesses:
Criax, 5. CONANT,
- JENNIE E. PIERCE. |
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