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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JAMES A. STEUART, of
Baltimore city, Stdtb of Maryland, have in-
vented certain new and useful Improvements

5 1n Life-Preservers; and 1 hereby declare the
same to be fully clearly, and exactly de-
scribed as follows, reference being had to the
accompanying drawings, in which—

Higure 1 1s a perspective view of the device.

1o Xig. 2 1S & central sectional view of the same.

My invention has reference to that class of
life-preservers consisting, essentially, of an
inflatable casing provided with suitable straps
for securing 1t anpon the person; and it con-

15 sists ina device of the class named construct-
ed and operating as hereinafter set forth.

The objects of my invention are twofold:
first, to so attach the device to the person as
to obvlate the possibility of its becoming acel-

2o dentally displaced while being worn; and,
second, to so construct and locate it as not to
impede the motions of the wearer in swim-
ming, and not impede his motion through the
water, while affording abundant buoyant effort

25 to keep his head above the surtace.

In the accompanying drawings, A 1s an 1n-
flatable casing, by preference of india-rubber
cloth, and approximately hemi-cylindrical 1n
shape, the face ¢ being. however, slightly con-

30 CdVe,

To the corners are atmcheﬂ straps a a, as
shown, which are provided with buckles b b,
to admit of their adjustment.

On one of the straps slides freely a ring, C, |

z and on the other a catch or snap-hook, (',
Should it be desired, a supplementary strap,

¢/, (shown in dotted lines,) may be attached to |

“a loop, c.
The device 1s deswned to occupy a position

40 on the back of the wearer just below the neck,

j

“cushion,

and to adjust it the arms are passed under the
straps @, and the catch and ring are secured
together 1n front.

The strap ¢ may be used to prevent the
device from riding up; but if the straps a are 45
properly adjusted it will scarcely be found
necessary.

The peculiar mode of attaching the appara-
tus to the person is attended w1th advantages’
which may be briefly referred to. The dispo- 5o
sition of the straps « a 1s such as to In nowise
interfere with the free movement of the mus-
cles used in swimming, or with the inflation of
the chest in breathing, and the position of the
device behind the shoulders is such as to offer 5z
no obstacle to the swimmer’s motion through
the water. |

When not in use the air-valve (not shown)
is opened and the device is collapsed, when it
may be packed in a small compass, or even 6o
carried in the pocket. This is a great desid-
eratum in devices of this class, enabling one
to carry them conveniently while traveling.

The peculiar shape of the life-preserver illus-
trated in the accompanying drawings is such 65
as to eminently adapt it for use as an air-
as a head-rest-for use in ordinary
rmlwav -cars, and as a pillow to supplement
the attenuated conventional pillow of the
sleeping-car. 70

What I claim is— |

The collapsible hemi- cylmducal casing A,
having adjustable straps @ a connecting ltb
corners, and provided with the ring 0 and
cateh 0" sliding freely upon the straps, as set 75
forth.

JAMES A. STEUART.

Witnesses:

R. D. WILLIAMS,
A, H. DILLON, Jr.
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