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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, GEORGE P. HERNDON,
of West Point, in the county of Clay, and i in
the State of Ml%lsblppl have invented certain
new and nseful Impr ovementb in Letter-Boxes:

and 1do hereby declare that the following is a

tull, clear, and exact description thereof, ref-
erence being had to the accompanying dmw-

ings, and to the letters of reference marked

thereon making a part of this specification.

The 11.:1ture of my invention consists in the
construction and arrangement of a letter-box
tor doors on dwelling houc:es and other build-
ings, as will be herei Il.‘:"LftGI' more fully set forth.

In order to enable others skilled in the art
to which my invention appertains to make and
use the same, I will now proceed to deseribe
1ts constr uctlon and operation, referring to the
annexed drawings, in which—-

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my letter-
box. Fig. 2 is a central cross-section of the
same. I‘w o 18 an interior view thereof.

A repr eqents a box of any suitable dimen-
sions, provided on .the side or back with a
hmoed door, B, having a suitable lock.

Tn the flont ot the box 18 a; slot, @, Inc¢lining
downward, as seen in Fig, 2, for the inser twn
of letters 01 other mail- nmtter This slot or
openiung is covered on the inside by a slide, C,
which moves in suitable guides b b, and hab
a corresponding slot, a’, 80 th'Ll' wheu the slide
1s moved upward the £wo slots will coincide,
and the mail-matter can be dropped into the
box.

To the slide C is attached a rod, d, which
passes. up through the top of the box and a
cord, £, attached to said rod passes over a pul-

ley, i, mounted in the top of the box front,

sald front being extended upward in the cen-

and has a ring or other dewce attached to 113
for conveniencein pulling. The slide C is also,
by a rod, m, connected with a link, D, for op-
erating the bell-hammer I, to sound the bell or
oong I‘ which 1is attached to the inside of the
box

The spring which acts upon the bell-hammer

holds the slide C down, so as to close the open-
ing .

W’hen the letter-carrier delivers mail-mat-

ter he simply pulls on the cord %, which raises

the slide until the two openings correspond,
and at the same time sounds the gong. The
mail is then passed into the box, and as soon
as the cord /& 1s let loose the spring returns
the slide to its former position. The letter-
carrier will, therefore, lose no time waiting for
somebody to answer the bell and receive the
Inail.

This box may be fastened in any convement
position on or near the door. If placed on the
inside of the door, the door may itself form

| ter, as shown. The cord hhanﬂ‘s down in front 40
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the front of the box otherwise an additional

slot must be eut in the door.
Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by

| Letters Patent, is—

The comblrmtlon of a box, A, having open-

ing «, the slide C, guides b, 1ods d m, cmd I,
lmh D, and alarm ¢ 1, bub.smntmlly as .:1[1{1
for the purposes herein sct forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing I
have hereunto set my hand this lst da,y of
March, 1880. |

GEO. P. HERNDON.

Witnesses:

J. J. MCCARTHY,
H. J. ENNIS.
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