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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 226,726, da.ted Aprll 20, 1880,
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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, Joun H. DRrRAKE, of

- Putnam, in the county of Muskinguamn ancl

IO

State of Ohio, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Ballot-Boxes; and I
do hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description ot the mvenhon
such as will ena,ble others skilled in the &rt
to which it pertains to make and use it, refer-
ence being had to the accompanying drawmg%

. which form part of this specification.
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My invention relates to an Improvement in
ballot-boxes; and it consists in the combina-
tion of 2 box or frame having a recess in one
side to receive the voter’s hand with two levers
which project through slots of the frame into
this opening from opposite sides, and which
levers are connected to slides that operate in
two separate chambers, forthe purpose of drop-
ping a white or a black ball into a drawer be-
low, which drawer is provided with a bell, so
that the ball in falling will give notice that a
vote has been cast. |

It further consists in the peculiar form of
the plates which are attached to the dropping-
slides, and which plates serve to compel the

~ ball to enter the hole in the slide.

20
35
| o

45

1t further consists in the combination and
arrangement of devices which will be more
fully deseribed hereinafter.

Figure 1 represents a front view of my in-
vention Kig. 2 1s a horizontal section of the
same. Iig. 3isav ertical section t.:mken through
one of the compartments.

A represents a box or frame of any desired
shape, size, or construction, and which has the
opening B made in its front side sufficiently
large to allow the voter’s hand to be thrust in
to operate either the white knob C or black
one D without having others around see
whether a white or a black ball has been cast.
These two knobs are placed upon the outer
ends of the levers If, which projeet through
slots in the sides of the opening B, and which
levers arepivoted at their inner ends as shown.

Fastened to each one of these levers and pass-

1ng up over a pulley, &, is a cord or chain, I,
which has its other end fastened to the bhde
H. Each one of these slides has a-shank pro-

50 Jecting from its inner end, and around this

shank 18 placed a coiled spring, O, for the pur-

l

pose of forcing the slide back to position again

after it has been moved for the purpose of

dropping the ball. The outer ends of these
slides form the bottoms of the two compart-
ments J, into which the white and the black
balls are placed, and each one of these slides
has three plates or flanges, N, projecting above
thelir tops, for the purpose of pushing the balls
directly into the hole in the slide preparatory
tobeing droppedinto thedrawer below. These
plates are arranged one on each side and one
Just oppositte the center of the hole, and are
beveled away at their ends in such a manner
that they cannot prevent the movement of the

slide, and yet will push the balls to one sidein

such a manner as to cause them to roll into the
hole. Bytheuseoftheseplates,ifonly asingle
ball 1s left 1n the compartment, it will be made

to enter the hole in the slide, and the plates

also prevent the balls from becoming locked

‘together in such a manner that no one of them

can get into the hole. As will be seen, there

are slots cut into the bottom of the compart-

ment on each side, so as to keep these plates
partially covered, no matter in what position
the slide may be, and thus more effectually
prevent them from being canght by one of the
balls, and thus stopping the movement of the

slide.

Each time one of the slides is moved a ball
1s dropped from its compartment and falls up-

on a bell, R, placed in one of the compartments

S 1n the drawer T in the bottom of the box.
As the ball strikes this bell a sound is made,

which announces that the person has voted.
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Each one of the compartments S, when the

drawer is drawn out, shows how many of the
balls of each kind have been voted, and as
each compartment 1s provided with a handle,
Y, 1t can be readily lifted out for the purpose
of emptying the balls back into the hopper-
like compartmment from whmh they were
dropped.

By thus making a compartmentin the front
of the frame, into Wthh the voter’s hand can
be thrust, he can drop either a white or a black
ball, as he sees fit, and that without any of

those around him knowing how he has voted."
Having thus described my invention, 1 100

claim—
1. In a ballot-box having an opemnn in one

go
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side, into which the voter’s hand is thrust, the | pivoted at its inner end, a cord or chain pass-

combination of the two operating-levers, which
project through slots in opposite sides of the
opening, as shown, the two compartments to
hold white and black balls, the two slides and
their operating mechanism, the bells placed

below the compartments, and the drawer di-
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vided into two separate chambers to receive
the white and black balls, substantially as
specified. ~ |

2. The slides provided with the plates N, for
the purpose of preventing the balls from be-
coming locked together, substantially as de-
seribed.

3. The combination of the operating-lever

ing up over a pulley and connected to the
slide, a spring to foree the slide back into po-
sition after having been moved, the plates N,
secured to the slide, and the compartment or

chamber to receive the balls, and through the -

bottom of which the slide operates, substan-
tially as shown. |
In testimony that I claim the foregoing 1
have hercunto set my hand and seal this 9th
day of February, 1880.
JOHN H. DRAKIE.
Withesses:
JOSEPH SHAW,
JNOo. I'. KENNEDY.
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