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To all whom it may concern :
‘Be it known that I, JAMES A. CoLE, a citi-
zen of the Unifed States, residing at North-
ville, in the county of Fulton and State of
New York,haveinvented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Heel - Plates for Boots
and Shoes; and I do hereby declare that the
following 1s a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion of the same, reference Leing had to the
annexed drawings, making a part of this
specification, and to the letters and figures of
reference marked thereon. .

Figure 1 of the drawings represents a per-
spective view of a heel with the plate con-
nected thereto. Iig. 2 is a top-plan view of
the plate disconneeted from the heel. Fig. 3
18 a similar view of the plate, showing the two
sections thereof broken apart and separated
from each other; and Fig. 4, a perspective
view of one of the sections with a piece of
leather connected to the under side.

This invention has relation to metal heel-
plates for boots and shoes, and the object
thereof is to provide a plate that can be used
to cover the entire surface of the DLottown of
the heel or be used in two separate sections—
one for each heel—to cover that portion near
the outer edge or side of the heel that gener-
ally wears down.

The invention consists in a metal heel-plate
of the required size and shape to cover the
under surface of the heel, said plate having a
groove or incision extending partially through
the same, whereby the plate can be conven-
1ently severed or broken into two half-sections
to adapt it for use upon both heels, as circamn-
stances may require. | -

Inthe accompanying drawings, A represents

plate connected thereto by serews or other
suitable means. This plate, as represented,
covers the entire surface of the bottom of the
heel around its outer edge, but has a groove
or incision, a, extending partially or nearly

which divides it into two equal parts.

On new shoes, or where the heels are un-
worn or pertectly level, it is desirable, in some
cases, to use the entire plate, consisting of the |
two sections B C. If the plate, however, is

not sufficiently large to properly cover the

| onter edge of the heel, the groove or incision

a- will admit of the sections being readily
broken apart and separated by a pair of pliers
or pinchers, and the two sections, at their front
ends, spread apart safficiently to cover the
edges of the heel. Although this is consid-
ered an advantage where the under surface of
the heel is slightly larger than the plate, by
rendering the latter capable of being divided
into two separate and independent sections to
adapt the plates to heels of different widths,
1t 18 not, however, the most important feature
In Iy invention. |
When heels are worn down the sections can
be used separately, and in many cases a half-
plateis preferable to a whole one. Itwillthere-
fore be seen that by constructing the heel-
plate in such a manner as to admit of its being
used as a whole or half plates, a shoe-maker can
have a complete assortment of the above to fit
any heel with very few sizes, as one size of
plates will answer for several sizes of heels, or
where they are of various widths. |
The heel-plate may have secured to its up-

per surface, by cement or other suitable means,

a covering, b, of leather or other similar mate-
rial, so that when either section is used sepa-
rately the covering b may be shaved or cut
down as required in leveling up worn heels.
These plates, with the covering attached, can
be sold in the market and used by families to
fasten to worn or run-over heels without the
aid of a shoemaker, as it requires very little
skill to attach them. |

Having now fully described my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is— o

A metal heel-plate for boots or shoes, hav-
ing acentral longitundinal groove orincision ex-
tending partially or nearly through the same,
whereby said plate is adapted to be used whole
or divided into equal sections or halves and
used separately, substantially as and for the
puarpose set forth. |

In testimony that I c¢laim the above I have
hereunto subscribed my name in the presence
of two witnesses. | |
JAMES A. COLE.

Witnesses:
RAY HUBBELL,
W. D. SMITH,
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