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(Model.)

To all whom it may concern :

Beit known that I, JoserPH WELCH, of Del-
phos, in the county of Van Wert and State
of Ohio, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Ballot-Boxes; and I do

- hereby declare the following to be a tull, clear,
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and exact description of the invention, such as
will enable others skilled in the art to which
1t pertains to make and use it, reference being
had to the accompanying drawin gs, which form
part of this specification.

My invention relates to an improvement in
ballot-boxes; and it consistsin having an open
space 1n the top of the box, in which the white
and black balls are kept ready for the voter,
and which opening is so constructed that a
person can see down into it from
the box and
side. o -

It farther consists in forming a groove or
guide in the chamber formed in the lower part
of the box for the purpose of operating the

thrust his hand into it from one

spring-catch which locks the drawer, and form-

Ing inclined planes on the sides of the cham-
bers for the purpose of opening the top of the
draweras it isbeingpushed into place, whereby
when the balls are dropped they will ran di-
rectly into the drawer, as will be more fully
described hereinafter. |

Figure 1 is a vertical longitudinal section of
my invention. Fig, 2 is a cross-section of the
same, taken at right angles thereto. Fig, 3is
a view of the lateh. ~

A represents a suitable chamber, of any de-
sired size, which is provided with a handie for
carrying it around, and which chamber has
made upon its top an enlargement or open
chamber, B. This chamber is entirely open at
one side, where the voter thrusts in his hand,
and has an opening, C, through its top, so that
the voter can look down through it and see the
balls which are lying on the bottom D. This
enlargement or top chamber is thus formed so

that when the voter puts his hand in from the:
open side no one around him can see how hehas

voted, for his hand is wholly concealed from
those who may be standing directly by him.
The balls are dropped in the small funnel K,

and then run down through a passage-way !
made in the side of the echamber A. Fitting |

into this chamber A is a drawer, G, having a |

the top of

| handle on its outer end and a cover, I, on its

top, which cover is hinged near the front end
of the drawer, as shown. The .cover while
closed is locked by the double spring-catch 1,
which catches extend down into the drawer
and fasten upon the eatches M, secured to the
bottom. Over these catches M on the bottom,
and extending diagonally forward into the box,
18 placed a sheet of metal, O, which has holes

through it just large enough'to allow the ends

of the spring-catches to pass down through it,
and which piece of sheet metal directs the balls
toward the front end of the drawer and aects
as a guide to discharge the halls back into
their place in the chamber B. This coverin 5y
O serves to prevent the balls from interfering
with the automatic working of the catches in
such a manner as to prevent the cover from
being locked at any time. |

Inthe top of'the chamber A is made the groove
P, into which the upper ends of the Spring-
catches run as the drawer is being pushed into
blace, and as this groove is made widest at its
outer end, as the drawer moves forward, the u P-
per ends of the catches are pushed together, so
as to unlock the cover.

Secured to two opposite sides of the cham-
ber A are the inclined planes R, which, as the
draweris being pushed into the ch amber, catch
under the projecting edges of the cover and
raise the cover upward above the drawer, so
that the rear end of the drawer will be always
open when the box is in position, and thus

ready for the balls to drop directly into it.

The rear end of the drawer comes directly un-

der the opening S, through which the balls

drop, and then the balls run directly into the
drawer. |

As the drawer is being drawn outward its
top drops downward, and the catches lock 16,
S0 that by the time the drawer is removed from

the frame it is locked, so that only those whose |

business it is can see what kind of balls have
been dropped therein. |

This ballot-box is intended especially for the
use of secret societies, and is constructed as
above described for the purpose of preventing
those around from seeing how each voter votes.

- The box may be made very plain or may be

provided with any desired degree of ornamen-
tation. | | |
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Having thus described iy invention, 1
claim— | '

1. A ballot-box having a chamber or en-
largement upoun its top, which 1s open upon
one side to allow the.voter to thrust his hand
in, and which has an opening through its top,
so that the voter can look down and select the
ball, substantially as shown.

inclines on its inner sides, in combination with
a drawer having a hingedcover which is raised
at one end by the incline as the drawer is be-
ing placed in position, substantially asset forth.

3. In a ballot-box, the combination of tlie

chamber A, having a groove.in 1ts top to oper-

ate the spring-lateh, and ineclines on its sides
to raise the cover of the drawer, whereby, as

the drawer is pushed in position, the cover will

be first unlocked and then raised upward, sub-
stantially as specified. |

4. In a ballot-box, the combination of the
chamber A, provided with a drawer having an
enlarged top and a spring-catch, with the in-
clines in the chamber, and a chamber, B, upon

| the top of the chamber A, to hold the balls and
2. In a ballot-box, the chamber A, having.

conceal the voter’s hands, substantially as
shown and described.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing 1l
have hereunto set my hand this 26th day of
February, 1830. |

| | JOSEPH WELCH.
Witnesses: o

O. J. OSTENDORT,

A. M. BOUMON.
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