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To all whom 1t may concern:
Beitknownthat I, CHRISTOPHER C. SHELBY,
of the city, county, and State of New York

have i‘uvented a certain new and useful I_m-_

provementin Clasps; and 1 do hereby declare
the following to be a full, clear, and exact de-
scription of the same, reference being had to
the accompanying drawings, forming part ot
this specification, in which—

Figure 1 1s a perspectwe view of the clasp
detfwhed from the webbing. Ifig.2 is a simi-
lar view of the same attached to the webbing.

Hig, 3 1s a longitudinal section throungh the

line y y, Fig. 1. Fig. 4 is a transverse section
through the line »# », Iig. 1. Iig.5 is a per-
spective view of the pivot.

Similar letters of reference in the several
figures denote the same parts.:

“This invention has for its object to Improve
the constraction of that class of clasps in
which one of the jaws is pivoted between
cheeks or ears of the other jaw and both jaws
kept closed by means of a spring coiled around
the pivot or otherwise applied.

The invention consists, first, in making the
pivot of a tubular or eyelet form, whereby it
can be applied more quickly, and whereby also
the clasp is materially strengthened and ren-
dered less liable to get out of order.

1t further consists in turning back inwardly
the griping edges or points of the jaws, so that
a more permanent hold will be obtained upon
the article clasped, and shpping and tearing
of theé latter prevented.

In the drawings, A represents the fixed jaw
of the clasp, having cheeks ¢ a, between which
the movable jaw b is pivoted by means of a
pivot, ¢, passed through said cheeks « ¢ and
similar cheeks on the movable jaw.

The spring s, which closes the jaws, 1s pref-
erably coiled around the pivot, with 1ts free
ends bearing against their opposite surfaces, as
shown.

The pivot C is made in the form of a tube
or eyelet, and 1s applied by passing it through
perforations in the cheeks of the two jaws and

“turning down both its ends at one operation

by the use of an ordinary eyelet-machine.
The rapidity with which the clasps can be

| employment of the latter a U'reat object on
that ground alone; but in addltlon to this ad-
vantage, the cheel;: -pieces are better supported
and held in position, and the pivots are not so
apt to work loose as where wire rivets are used
or where indentations in the cheeks serve as
pivots.

Where wire pivots are used they are re-

| quired to be very light and of small diameter,

in order that they can be readily riveted at the
ends. This lightness and smallness of diam-
eter is objectionable, for, in the first place, the
pivot does not oceupy enough of the space
within the coiled spring to properly hold the
latter in position so that it wiil operate to the
best advantage, and, in the second place, the

| rivetingat the endsalmostinvariably bendsthe

pivot and deranges the spring. Neither of
these objections apply to the tubular pivots.
They are made of sufficient diameter fo fit al-
most snugly the coil of the spring without in-
creasing the difficulty of turning their ends

| down by the eyelet-machine, and, inasmuch as

the stud of the eyelet-machine 1s within them
when their ends are turned down, 1t 1s Impos-
sible for them to be bent so as to cause them
to bind in the coils of the springs.

The griping edges or points g g of the jaws
A are turned or inchned inwardly, so that
when an article is grasped by them it cannot

be pulled out without opening the jaws in the

the pulling, be held the tighter.

In most clasps the inelination of the grip-
ing edges or points is outward, and conse-
quently a sharp pull on a fabric grasped will
l release the hold of the jaws and allow the fab-

l usual manner, but, on the contrary, will, by

ric to slip and tear.

The base of the statlon%ry Jjaw of the clasp
is provided with one or more points, , at the
end and two side flanges or ears, ¢ ¢. In at-
taching the clasp to a piece of Webblnﬂ' the
| end- is placed between the side ﬂannes and
turned down over the point or points T. The
latter is then turned down inwardly, after
which the side ears, ¢'¢, are also turned down in
| a similar manner, thus completing the fasten-

ing. The side ears are made long enough to
| abut against each other when tarned down,
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so put together with tubuhr pivots makes the | aud sufﬁclently wide to entlrely cover the 100
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rough end of the webbing and make a neat| 2. A clasphaving its griping edges or points
Joint. They may be made plain on their in- | turned or inclined backward, substantially
ner surtaces, or they may be provided with | as described, for the purpose specified.
projecting points ¢’ ¢/, for the purpose of assist- |
5 1ng in holding the end of the webbing. CHRISTOPHER C. SHELBY.
I claim as my invention— -
1. The combination, with the jaws A B of a Witnesses : |
clasp, of a tubular pivot, C, applied through  W. BLACKSTOCK,
the pivotal ears of said jaws and upset at its M. CHURCH.
- 10 ends, substantially as described. |
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