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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, LEwis B. MORGAN, of
West Liberty, in the county of Ohio and
State of West Virginia, have invented a new
and useful Improvement in Plow and Culti-
vator Handles; and I do hereby declare that
the following is a full, clear, and exact de-
scription of the same, o

In-using ordinary plows and cultivators on
hill-sides or sloping ground they must be set
and held laterally inclined, so that one of their
fixed handles is thus in front of the person
guiding the implement. Should the team
suddenly come to a halg, in consequence of the
Implement meeting an obstruction or from
other cause, the plowman is liable to injary
by contact of such handle with his body. Be-
sides this, the labor and difficulty of holdin g
the implement are also greatly increased by
reason ot the handles assuming the same in-
clination as its frame relative to the ground-
surface being worked.

To avoid this objection the handles have
been pivoted at their front ends, and their
rear portions supported on a curved bar and
made adjuastable from side to side.

My invention is an tmprovement in this
line; and it consists in the constrnetion and
arrangemeut of parts, as hereinafter described
and claimed. | .

In accompanying drawin gs, forming part of
this specification, Figure 1 is a side view of &
cultivator construeted accordin g'to my inven-

tion and having its handles set laterally in-

clined. Fig. 2 is a plan view of the same.
Fig. 3 is a cross-section.
A Indicates the forked frame of o cultivator.

A semicircular bar, B, is attached to the beam,

thus constituting an areh which stands nearly
vertical. |

the divergent handles C C are pivoted at
their front ends, a, to the front portion of the
cultivator, and supported on said arch by

‘Imeans of a bar, D, which connects the han-
dles and is carved coincidently with the arch.

B, upon which it rests. At about the middle

of their length the handles C are connected with
the beams A by means of a pivoted bifureated
link, . Thus the handles C C are adapted
to be shifted in position laterally in the arc
of a circle coincident with the arch B, the

curved bar D in such case sliding on the arch
in one lateral direction or the other, and the
handles turning simultaneously on the pivot
a, as will be readily understood. -

To hold the handles fixed in any position or
adjustment I employ a locking device, T,
which is in the nature of a spring-catch, piv-
oted to the handle-bar D, and.taking into any
one of a series of notches, b, formed in the
front edge of the arch B. Mo raise the catch
F, and thus allow the handles C to be shifted
laterally, 1 employ a rod, G, and elbow-lever
H, the latter being pivoted to the rear portion
of the handles, so that it may be conven-
lently grasped and operated while the team 1S
In motion. - o

By the above-described construction and
arrangement ot parts it results that in culti-
vating on sloping ground the handles C ma
be held in the same position relative to the
body of the person guidin g the implement as
when working on level ground—that is to say,
50 that he may walk between them, or slightly
In rear of but equidistant from them, whereby
the danger and difficulty attending the nse of
cultivators and plows having non-adjustable
handles are avoided.

In order to enable the horse or other draft-

animal to walk in the middle of the space be-
tween the rows of corn or other crop being
cultivated, and yet enable the Implement to
be held so that the shovels will work near the
hills or on the ridge, a trian gular clevis may
be attached to the beam A, and the whiffletree
attached to its ounter corner, e. Said clevis
may be attached to the beam in varions ways.

As previously intimated, I am aware that
handles of cultivators or plows have been
made laterally adjustable on a curved support-
Ing-bar; but such construction forms no part
of my invention.

What I claim is—

The combination of the handles C, cross-bar
D, spring-cateh I, the rod and lever G H, the
latter placed contiguous to the rear end of the
handles, and the plow-beam and notched arch
B, as shown and deseribed.

LEWIS B. MORGAN.

Witnesses: -

JOS. A. STANTON,
WM, P, KIMMiNs.
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