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To all whom it may concern :
Be it known that I, JouN WALSH, of New

York city, in the county of New York and

State of New York, haveinvented certain new
and usefal Improvements in Billiard-Tables ;
and I do hereby declare that the following is
a full and exact description thereof, reference

being had to the accompanying drawings,

making part of this specification.

Previous to my.invention it has been cus-
tomary to employ cushion-blocks or supple-
mentary removable cushion portions for the
purpose of transforming a pocket-table into a
carrom-table; but in all cases that I know of
the removable cushion-pieces have been held
in place on the table by means such that there
was more or less tendency to deflect either
portions of the supplemental cushion or of the
main cushion (or of both) from the true line
by the enforcement of the removable portion to
anditsretention in its proper working position.
Theremovable pieces are necessaril Y so shaped
as to form at the planes of their junction with
the pocket-openingsin the permanent portions
of the cushions flaring unions—that is to say,
the planes of union between the sides or ends
of the removable cushion-piece and the adja-
cent ends of the main cushions run in shghtly
convergent directions, (being nearer together
at the portions farthest from the face of the
cushion.) This conformation of the parts is
necessary in order to insure, as far as possible,
a perfect jointure of the parts at the points
hearest the working-face of the cushion, it be-
ing most -important that the permanent and

removable cushion portion of the table shall

- be held so solidly together at these points as

4.0

to present the same facilities for correct play-
Ing that would arise in the use of a regular
carrom-tabie ; and it will be understood that in
the use of a contrivance involving this princi-
ple of construetion not only must any secur-

. 1ng devices that operate to force the cushion-

45

block home bodily into its wedge-shaped seat
tend to wedge apart or deflect from their true
lines the end portions of the permanent-cush-
ion portions ; but, more than that, the concus-
sion of the balls upon the temporary portions
of the cushions will tend to produce the same
undesirable effect.

- My invention has forits main object to over-
come the difficulty explained; and tothis main
end and object it consists in the use, in com-
bination with the removable cushion blocks
or pieces, of means for clamping such blocks 55
at each end to the main or permanent enshion
portions, respectively, so as to draw together
the parts in a manner equivalent to splicing
each main-cushion portion to a cushion-piece
disconnected with any other portion of the 6o
cushions, thus avoiding any tendency toward
any deflective strain on the cushion-faces, as
will be hereinafter more fully explained.

To enable those skilled in the art to make
and use my invention, I will proceed to more 6 5
tully describe it, referring by letters to the ac-
companying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a partial top view of a billiard-
table, showing my invention applied thereto.
Fig. 2 is an elevation of the cushion-rails and 70
corner-pocket of so much of the table as shown
at Fig. 1. IMig. 3 is a horizontal section of the
- same, (at the line z z of Tig. 2;) and Fig.4 is a
view of the removablecushion-piece and ¢lam -
ing devices detached.’ 75

In the several figures the same part will be
found designated by the same letter of refer-
ence. |

A is the table-bed, and B C portions of a
side and end cushion-rail of an ordinary four 8o
or six pocket table. B and T are respect-
ively portions of the side and end (perma-
nent) cushions, of the usual form, and the ad-
Jacent ends of which terminate, as shown, in
flared surfaces, constituting the passage-way 8z
to the pocket G, which is of the usual shape
and arrangement, and depends from the cut-
away in the corner of the table-bed and from
the usual pocket-iron D.

As all these parts are made and operate in go
the customary manner, no further description
of them seems necessary.

H is a removable corner-pocket cushion-
block, or removable and attachable cushion-
plece, which is of about the usual shape—that 95
18, formed so as to fill up the cut-out in the
permanent cushions, and adapted, when in
working position, to fill up this gap and pro-
duce an effect equivalent to continuing the

| end and side cushions so as to meet in 2 mi- 100
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ter-joint at the corner of the bed, for the pur-
pose of transforming the table from a pocket
to a carrom table;
cushion-piece H 1s pI‘OV]d(,d with a sort of bi-
furcated metallic base-frame, or sort of angle
iron or frame, I, which has projecting ends Ty
which protrude beyond the extremities of the
piece H, and are adapted to tit snugly 1n the
crotches formed at the bases of the cushions
Il and I, and between the lowermost portions
of their faces and the table-bed. This angle
iron or frame I, which carries the cushion-
piece H, has a screw-shank, as seen at 5, which
lies in the plane of the miter of the cushions,
and is provided with a thumb-nut, I, as IHLIS-
trated.

. is a yoke.-slmped clamping bar, through
the center of which passes the threaded por-
tion j of shank I, and the ends of which take

bearings, as shown, on the exterior surfaces

of the vertleal 1}011310115 of" the cushion-rails
B and C.

When the cushion-block 18 placed 1n posi-
tion for use, as shown at Ifigs. 1, 2, and 3, the
screw-threaded shank L4 protrudes through the
clamping yoke-piece L, and has applied to it
the thumb-nnt %, in the manner illustrated,
and the 1:)103@(,1:1011&3 ¢ 1 of the angle plate or

frame I come to bearings at the I“OOtS of the

~

cushions E and IF, and as seen at points or
localities about opposite to the points of bear-

“ing of the ends of the clamping-plate L on

the outer surfaces of the cushion- rails.
Fig. 3.)

BV tightening up the thumb-nut £ the end
of each cushion-rail and 1its cushion will be
ogriped firmly between one of the portions ¢
and one end of the yoke-plate L, and the cush-
1on-piece H (securely attached at 1ts root to the
angle-iron I) will thus be firmly held 1 place
with its working-faces in perfect line with the

(See

faces of the side and end cushions, I I, re-

spectively.

1t will be observed that while the cushion-
piece I is permitted to center itself in its seat
and come perfectly to the proper position, the
clampingofit tothe cushions Eand If (and their
rails) is effected at each end 1in a manner about
equivalent to separately bolting the said euds
to the said cushions, respectively, and that
therefore, in serewing up the nut £ and draw-
ing home the parts with never so much force,

'Y

but this corner block or

226,430

there is practically no strain exerted which

- operates to spread apart or deflect from their

true positions the ends of the permanent cush-
10D8.

It will be understood, of course, that the
straight (instead of &IIU'HIELI‘) cushion - blocks

dwwned for closing up side pockets in the

cml-version of a six-pocket to a carrom table
have the base frame or iron I and the yoke-

plate I made straight in lieu of respectively

angular and curved, as seen 1n the drawings,
and that variations may be made 1n the de-
tails of construetion in either case without
departing from the prineiple of my invention,
the gist of which lies in having applied to the
parts to be united and disconnected at pleas-
ure means for clamping them together in the
manner shown and explained—that 1s, so that
the securing-together devices operate to splice
each permanent cushion out toward the cor-
ner or miter and prevent any spreading-apart
strain on either of said cushions, and 1nci-
dentally prevent, also, the concussive action
of the balls from tending to produce any such
spreading action.

- Having fully explained the nature and op'
eration of my improved means for the attach-

ment of the removable cushion-blocks used
for transforming pocket- tables temporarily
into carrom- mbles, what I ¢laim as new, and
desire to secure by Letters Patent, is—

The combination, with the QU.blllOIl block or
supplemental cushion-piece, of a base-frame
or cushion-supporting piece having portions
adapted to take bearings at the roois of the
permanent - cushion portions, a plate or bar
bearing at its ends on the outer portions of
the cushlon rails, and means for effecting the
clamping of the ends of the said permanent
cushion portions and their rails between the
bearing ends of the said- plate or bar and
those portlons of the said base-frame that
come to bearings at the roots of the perma-
nent cushions 1n substantially a horizontal
direction.

In testimony Whureoff 1 have hereunto set
my hand and seal this 10th day of December,

18759,
JOHN WALSH.

In presence of—

JAMES J. DYRNES,
'SAMUEL J. SMITH.

‘L. S.]
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