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UNITED STATES

PaTENT OFFICE.

JULIUS REICHE, OF BROOKLYN, NEW YORK.

ROCKING ATTAGHMENT TO CHAIRS.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 226,420, dated April 13, 1880.
| | Application filed June 3, 1879. |

- To all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, JULIUS REICHE, of
Brooklyn, county of Kings, and State of New
York, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Rocking Attachments to
Chairs, of which the following is a specifica-
tion. | |

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 rep-
resents a top view of my improved rocking
attachment for chairs. IFig. 2 is a vertical lon-
gitudinal section of the same on line z 2, Fig.
1; and Kig. 3, a detail side view of the end of
a rocker, showing the adjustable clamping de-
vice for the chair-leg.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts. |

This 1nvention has reference to an improved
rocking attachment for chairs, by which any
common chalr may be readily converted into
a rocking-chair.

The attachment may be used in connection
with any chair having four legs, whatever be

the longitudinal and lateral distance of the

legs, the same furnishing thereby the advan-
tages of a rocking-chair wherever and when-
ever desired.

The invention consists of two rockers that |

are connected by means of transverse inter-
locking arms and clamping devices, by which
the rockers may be secured parallel to or con-
verging toward each other. At both ends of
the rockers are oblong cups or boxes for sup-
porting the chair-legs. Adjustable clamping
devices secure the rigid position of the legsin
the cups. A foot-board is supported on fixed
bracket-rods of the rockers and on transverse
eye-rods that slide in socket-holes of the foot-
board. The eyebolts slide on the-bracket-
rods, and drop into notches of the latter when
the foot-board is drawn out for use. .
Referring to the drawings, A A represent
the rockers of my improved rocking attach-
ment for chairs of all kinds. These rockers
are made 1n plain or fancy style, and are trans-
versely connected by fixed interlocking arms
B, which are connected by a clamping center
bolt, a, that passes through both arms and
serves as a pivot for the rocker-arms and for
rigidly elamping the arms to each other. One

of these arms is slotted to admit the adjust- |

| ment of the rockers in lateral direetion to the

required distance from each other. The rock-
ers may be connected by one or more trans-
verse arms, B, according to their size, their
pivot-and clamp bolt or bolts serving to admit 55
the lateral adjustment of the rockers and their
position parallel or converging to each other,
so that the rockers may be readily adjusted
to the exact transverse distance between the
chair-legs. . 6o.

The rockers are provided at both ends with
sheet or cast metal cups or boxes C, which are
firmly secured to the inside of the rockers, the
front boxes being preferably shorter, while the
rear boxes are longer. The front boxes are 63
also arranged with upwardly-extending guard-
pieces b, against which the front legs are
placed, and which serve, furthermore, to hide
the connection between the legs and rockers
to some extent. The greater length of the 7o
rear boxes provides for the distance between
the front and hind legs of the chairs. In place
of fixed cups or boxes of different sizes the
boxes may be made only large enough to re-
ceive the chair-legs, in which case the cups 45
require to be made adjustable in guides or
slots of the rockers. I prefer, however, the
fixed cups, as thereby greater rigidity and
stmplicity in the construction of the attach-
ment are obtained. The rockers are further 8o
provided above the boxes C with sunitable
clamping devices D, which are adjustable in
slots d of the rockers. By the clamping de-
vices D the chair-legs are rigidly secured to
the rockers and supporting-boxes. By prop- 8z
erly adjusting the rockers to the legs and
clamping first the connecting-arms of the rock-
ers firmly to each other, and then the rockers
to the chair-legs, any chair may be changed
by this attachment in a strong and reliable go
manner to a rocking-chair. |
- The attachment may be used in connection
with or without a foot-board. 1f a foot-board
1s used it has to be so constructed that it will
not interfere with the lateral adjustment of gs
the rockers. Ior this purpose the foot-board
E is supported on transverse rods ¢, which
slide in socket-holes of the rear part, B, of the
foot-board. - |

The outer eye-shaped ends of the rods e are 100
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supported on ﬁxed longitudinal bracket-rods
f of the rockers, which rods admit the for-
ward or backward motion of the foot-board,
according as it is to be drawn out for use or
pushed baek after use.

The front portions of the bracket rods are
notched, so that the eyes of the front bolts
may drop into the notches, and thus lock the
foot-board in different positions, as desired.

The foot-board facilitates the rocking motion,

as the weight of the body may be thrown al-
ternately on the back of the chair or on the
foot-board. The rockers may also be made in
simple form, one independently of the other,
without any fransverse connection.
case each rocker is attached by i1ts boxes and

~ clamping devices, respectively, to a front and

20
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rear leg of the chair, though 1 prefer the trans-

verse conneetmu, as thereby a lateral bracing

of the rockers is obtained and less strain ex-
erted on the chair-frame.

The attachment furnishes the comfort of a
rocking-chair wherever desired, as any com-

mon chair is quickly converted. mto a rocking-
chair.

applied, and forms a useful and convenient
rocking arrangement for use 111 every house-
hold. |

Having thus described myinvention, I claim
as new and desire to secure Dby Letters Pat-
ent—

1. A rocking attachment to chairs consist-

In this

The attachment is easily shipped and |

ing of rockers prowded with adj ustable front
and rear attaching devices for the chair-legs,
and with fixed transverse arms connected by 35
a clamping and pivoted device to admit the
adjustment of the rockers in lateral and longi-
tudinal direction for any size of chair, sub-
stantially as set forth. |

2. The combination of rockers A, having 4o
fixed transverse and 1ntelloclz;1ng arms B, with
a central clamping and pivoting device to ad-
mit the parallel or converging adjustment of
the rockers, substantially as set forth.

3. The combmdtlon of the laterally-adjusta- 4 5
ble rockers A with a sliding foot - board, K,
that is supported on transverse eye-rods, sub
stantially as set forth. |

4, The combination of laterally-adjustable
rockers A, having fixed and notched bracket-
rods f, with a sliding foot-board, B 1/, having
transverse socket-holes, and w1th transversu

1 supporting eye-rods ¢, that slide along the

bracket-rods and admit the forward and back-
ward adjustment of the foot-board, substan- 35
tially as set forth. |
In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my invention I have signed my name, in pres-
ence of two witnesses, this 30th day of May,
1879.
JULIUS REICHE.
Witnesses: | |
- PAUL GOEPEL,
CARL KARP.
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