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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 226,282, dated April 6, 1880.
Application filed February 21, 1879.

To all whom T may concern :

Be it known that I, JogN CorpcUTT, of Yon-
kers,.in the county of Westchester and State
of New York, have invented a new and Im-

¢ proved Constraction of Buildings, of which
the following is a specification.

This invention relates more particalarly to
the construction of the floors, doors, and shut-
ters of buildings; and the object thereof is to

10 prevent the rapid spreading of fire from one
part of a burning building to another by burn-
ing through those parts.

iIn a

1z iron lapped at the edges. A similar arrange-
ment is adopted for doors and shutters. The
latter may, in addition, if desired, be covered
with the c;heet iron on one side md on the
edges.

20 In the accompanying drawings, Figuare 1 1s
a plan of a floor laid in accordance WIth my
improved mode of construction. Iig.21s a
sectional view of the same, and Figs. 3 and 4
show the arrangement for doors and shutters.

2c  Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts.

Referring to the drawings, A A, &ec., are
the joists ofa building for supporting the fioor-
ing. Over these are laid diagonally rough

30 boards B B, &e., and nailed down securely..

Over this is placed the sheet-iron in sheets @

@, lapped at the edges, as shown in the draw-

ings. On top of this layer of sheet-iron is

plact,d and nailed the ordinary tongue- and-

35 grooved flooring C C, &e. The metal may be
painted with llon-cla,d paint.

Inthe doors and shuttersone layer of bOELI‘db,

D, is placed diagonally, then the sheets of iron

I, lapping upon each other, and over these a

40 lmfer of boards, I'. A casing of sheet-iron,

I" may then be applied, covering one Whole |

floor it consists of two thicknesses of
boards with an intermediate layer of sheets of

| side and lapped over the edges, as clearly

shown in Figs. 3 and 4.

By this mode of constructing the flooring
and shutters several lmpmtaut objects are 43
attained, the most important of which is that
in case the building takes fire in one part this
construction of the Hooring, doors, and shut-
ters offers an obstruction to the rapid spread
of the flames to an adjoining room or part of so
the Dbuilding, and thus gives {ime to extm-
guish the fire before 1t makes much headway.
The sheet-iron prevents effectually the fire
from going through for so long a time that
the enﬂme “will put out the fire entlre]v 1 the 5z
first thl_} in which it begins.

In addition to this principal advantage are
these incidental ones—viz., the first layer of
boards increases the strength of buildings,
and as they are laid as soon as the joists are 6o
put down they furnish a floor for the workman
to walk over and a foundation for the scaf-
folding. IFurther, by the triple layer a much
more .&,ohd floor is obtained.

This method ot making the floors and shut- 6z
ters could also be applied to the covers of
hatchways, iceways, &c., and the metal should
be put over the ends and sides of the beams
around the hatchways.

Having thus deseribed my invention, I ¢laim 7o
as new and cdesire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent— -

The combination, i the floor of a bmldmg,
of the boards B, laid directly on the joists, the
intermediate I&yers of sheet-iron lapped at the 75
edges, and the tongue-and-grooved flooring,
substantially as described.

- JOHN COPCUTT.

Witnesses:
WirLToN O. DONN,
C. SEDGWICK.
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