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ABRAHAM KAUFMANN, OF NEW YORK, N. Y.

SATCHEL-CLASP.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 226,174, dated April 6, 1880.
| Application filed September 3 1879. |

Lo all whom it may concern »

Be it known that I, ABRAHAM KAUFMANN,
of the city, county, and State of New York,
haveinvented certain new and usetul Improve-
ments in Satchel-Clasps, of which the follow-
g is a specification. -

In the accompanying drawin gs, Figure 1 rep-

- resents afront view,and Fig. 2 a vertical trans.
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verse section on line z z, Tig. 1, of my tmproved
satchel-clasp. - T

~ Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts.

This invention relates to improvements in
clasps for pocket-books, satchels, traveling-
bags, &c., for which Letters Patent have been
granted heretofore to Simon F. Clement, under
date of March 20, 1877, and numbered 138,589;
and the invention consists of a face-plate and
base-plate attached to the flap of the satchel
or pocket-book, the face-plate having a raised
guide socket or case, by which and the base.
plate a slide-rod or strap is guided, having a
fixed interior end piece. The rod is extended
through a hole in the lower end plate of the
socket and provided at the onter end with a
T-shaped cateh and a knob or handle which
project at right angles from the slide-rod. A
spiral spring is.interposed between the end
pilece of the slide-rod and the end plate of the
guide socket or case. The catch engages a
keeper with a raised slotted socket that Serves
for locking or releasing the cateh.

Referring to the drawings, A represents the
face-plate, and B the base-plate, of my im-
proved clasp for pocket-books, satchels, &e.
The face-plate A is stamped or otherwise Pro-
vided with a raised socket, a, preterably of
semicircular cross-section, said socket being
closed at both ends, the lower end plate, 0,
being in line with the lower edge of the face-
plate and at right angles to the same. The
tace and base plates are riveted to the flap of
the satchel or pocket-book, they forming to-
gether the guide -case for the slide-rod or
strap C.

The rod C is gnided in the socket or case
formed by the face and back plates, A B, by
a fixed end piece, C’, of the same cross-section
as the case, and it is extended through a hole
of the lower end plate, b, of the same, said

hole serving, in connection with the guide-case,
for steadily holding and guiding the slide-rod
or strap O in partly or entirely drawn-out po-
sition. |

From the outer end of rod C projects in an
upward direction, and at right angles to the
same, a knob or handle, 4, and in a downward
direction a T-shaped catch, d'.

A spiral spring, e, is placed around the rod
U, between the fixed end piece, C, of the rod
and the end plate, b, of the case, which spring

1s compressed when the slide-rod is drawn out

by pulling the handle. On releasing the han-
dle the spring returns the slide-rod instantly
up to the handle, which acts as a stop.

To the body of the satchel or pocket-book
1s attached a keeper, D, the raised middle or
socket portion of which has a T-shaped slot,
«”, Into which the cateh @’ of the rod C is read.
11y introdneed, it being drawn up by the spring
of the slide-rod into the narrower part of the
slot. |

When the satchel or pocket-book is to be
closed the slide-rod is drawn out of the face
and base plates by pulling at the handle. The
catch is then inserted into the slotted keeper,
and finally locked to the same by letting the
handle go. The clasp is openeid by drawing
the slide-rod down into the slot of the keeper
until the enlarged lower portion of the slot
admits the exit of the cateh, the slide-rod be-
Ing then drawn back into the socket up to the
handle by the action of the spring.

In this manneraconvenien tly-operated clasp
for pocket-books and a superior metallic spring
strap or clasp for satchels is obtained. The
rubber straps or hinged clasps at present in
use may be dispensed with, and a more dura-
ble and reliable fastening for pocket-books,
satchels, and traveling-bags thus furnished in
their place. |

Having thus described my invention, I ¢laim
as new and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent— - :

1. The combination of face-plate A, having
a raised guide-socket, a b, and of basé-plate B,
both adapted to be secured to the flap of the
satchel or pocket-book, with a spring-acted
slide-rod or strap, G, that is guided by an in-
terior end piece, C/, in the socket a, and ex-
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outer end, and with a keeper, D, having a

rod or strap, C, that is extended through the

tended through a hole in the end plate, b, of |
the socket to the outside, said slide-rod hav-
ing a handle and catch at the outer end, sub-
stantially as set forth. | |

2. A face-plate, A, and base-plate B, the
former having a raised guide-socket, @, 1n com-
bination with a cuided and spring-acted slide-

end plate of the ounide-socket and provided
with a projecting handle and catch at the
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raised and slotted socket for the entrance and
retention of the cateh, substantially as de-

In

- seribed.

testin:iony that I claim the foregoing as 15

my invention I have signed my name, in pres-
ence of two witnesses, this 29th day of August,
1879. |

- Witnesses:

=" aH HW 1

ABRAHAM KAUFMANN,

- PAUL GOEPEL,
CARL KARP.
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