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To all whom it may concern : |
Be it known that I, ELDRIDGE J. SMITH, of
Washington, in the county of Washington
and District of Columbia, have invented cer-
5 tain new and useful Improvements in Chairs;
~and 1 do hereby declare that the following is
a full, clear, and exact description of the con-
struction and operation of the same, reference
being had to the annexed drawings, making a

- 10 part of this specification, and to the letters and

figures of reference marked thereon.

My invention relates to chairs; and it con-
sists in the improvements in the construction
of the same hereinafter fully described, and

15 particularly pointed out in the claim.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a perspective view of my chair, having an
~arched leg-base with rockers; Fig. 2, a sec-
tional view of the joints between the upper

20 end of brace-arm and back fabric; and Fig. 3,

a perspective view of a bracket-plate to be in-
terposed between the upper faces of the rear
legs and the under face of the rear portion of
the seat. o

25. The fabric forming the seat and back A is
of well-known construction, the slats being

~ united by spring-steel wire @ passing through
the slats, which are held at suitable distances
apart by thimbles a/, passed over the wire and

30 Interposed between the strips or slats a?.

- The connecting-wire of the fabric is bent to
conform to the shape of the body when in a

sitting position, and is then braced by curved |

tangential arms B, which extend from the mid-

- 35 dle portion of the seat to the middle portion

of the back, and serve to hold the fabric per-
manently in its required shape. | .
The portionsof the fabric thatextend beyond
the arms have sufficient elasticity to give ease
40 and comfort to the occupant and to permit the
tabric to conform to the outlines of the body.
The seat and back thus formed are ready to
- be attached to any suitable leg-base, and may
be packed closely one upon the other for stor-
45 age or transportation. | -

By this form of construction it is exceed-
ingly difficult to break, crush, or permanently

 1mpair the shape of the seat and back. |
The central portion of the seat and back is

¥

est strength of structure, and the elastic or
unbraced portion of the same is not of suffi
cient length to be impaired by any strain that
may cowme upon it, while it has the desirable
features of elasticity and limited flexibility, c:
The -above - described seat and back are
preferably attached to a leg-base, C, of pecu-
liar construetion, of the following description : ,
Fach side of the base is formed of a triangu-
lar sector-shaped portion, (¥, the rear legs, C?, 60
being arched in snch manner that they will
extend entirely under the seat and follow its

~outline as far toward its back as may be neec-

essary to form a firm support, which nay be
extended to any required degree by a projec- 65
tion upon the circamference of the said leg or
by means of a bracket-plate, hereinafter more
tully described. o AR
The legs are connected and braced together
at each side portion by rounds, or, as shown #vo
in the drawings, by rockers, and the side por- -

tions are securely connected by transverse

rounds and by the seat of the chair, which is
securely bolted to the upper portion of the rear
legs. “ | | |
Lhe front and rear legs upon each side may
be formed of a single piece of wood, bent com-
pletely aronnd to a U shape, and connected
near their ends with a brace-round, or con-
nected at their ends with a rocker. 8o
The front erd of the arms may be connected
with the base by a single bolt passing entirely
through the upper end of the rear leg, and
may be additionally connected therewith by a,
dowel-pin or bolt passing into one of the rear 85
slats from the bracket extension or projection
of the rear leg, N o
The bracket-piece C3, Fig. 3, is preferably
formed of metal, the base of which is screwed
securely to the upper side of the rear leg, and gqo
the bearing-plate of which, connected to the
base by a web or post, is secured to one of the
rear slats of the back and forms a tangent
with the curve of the leg, and perfectly con:
forms to the under side of the rear portion of 05

75

the seaft.

The upper ends of the brace-arms are pref-
erably connected to the fabric by a plate, C¢,

extending across the back portion of two of

e doubly arched, and thereby secures the great- | the slats of the fabric, and are firmly held to 100
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the slats by bolts passing through each of the
interposed slats and the plate and brace-arms.
Various modifications may be made in the
form and details of construction of the above-
5 described chair without departing from the
spirit of my invention. '
I claim as my invention and desire to se-
cure by Letters Patent—
A seat and back for chairs and settees com-
1o posed of the wooden -slat fabric described,
braced and held in shape by arms secured to
and extending from the wmniddlie portion of the

seat to the middle portion of the back, thereby
forming two extended elastic portions beyond
the ends of said arms, substantially as and for 135
the purposes set forth.

In testimony that I claim the above I have
hereunto subscribed my name in the presence
of two witnesses. |

ELDRIDGE J. SMITH.

Witnesses:
Wwnm. H. ROWE,
JAMES J. SHEEHY,
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