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To all whom 1t may concern: -
Be it known that I, JOSEPH . WHITTIER,
of Attica, in the countv of Fountain, and in
the St‘lte of Indiana, have invented certain
new and useful Impmvementa in Counter-
Braces for Boots or Shoes; and 1 do hereby
declare that the following is a full, clear, and
exact description thereof, reference being had
- to the accompanying drawings, and to the let-
ters of reference marked thereon makmg a
part of this specification.
- The nature of my invention consists in the
construction of a counter-brace for boots and

shoes, as will be hereinafter more fully set
forth.,

In order to enable others skllled in the art
to which my invention appertains to make and |

use the same, I will now proceed to describe
its construction and operation, referring to the
annexed drawings, in which—

Figure 1 1s a view from the inner side of my
counter - brace. Iig. 2 is a central section
thereof. Ifigs. 3 and 4 show modifications of
the construction of the same.

The entire counter-brace is made of one piece

- of metal struck up or otherwise made to form
an open head, A—that is to say, a head of cir-
‘cular, m,nearlv circular, form mth an open-
ing at a, leaving the head somewhat in ring
At the Dbase the head A 1s extended,
so as to leave sufficient metal at B for the
purpose of making a screw-hole, b, for the pas-

- sage of a single screw to fasten the brace to

the side of the heel. Below the part B the
plate is still further extended to form two
arms, C C, on the inner -sides of which are
- formed or attached V-shaped ribs d d. These
ribs extend in a radial direction from the screw-
hole b, and when the plate is fastened to the

| to hold the plate in position and prevent its
turning on the screw.

The entire brace is made in the angular form
shown from top to bottom and concave from
side to side sufficient to conform to the curve
of the counter. The head A of the brace be-
ing provided with the opening a makesit light,
and at the same tfime it makes additional edges
to bind on the boot or shoe to prevent t.wisting.

It will be noticed that the main brace or
plate is conecave, so that the edges will take
into the leather, and, being in ring form, the
leather will, so to speak, protrude into the
opening, and the inner edges of the ring will -
also bmd on the leather, and thus form addi-
tional security from turning.

In some cases a single arm, C, with rib d,
may be used, as shown ‘in Iig. 3, instead of
two arms; and in still other cases the part B
of the plate may be extended without any pro-
jecting arms, as shown in Iig. 4, and one or

more radial rlbs, d, formed on or attached

thereto.

Having thus fully described my invention,
what 1 claim as new, and desire fo secure by
Letters Patent, is— -

The within-described counter-bracefor boots
and shoes, consisting of the open or ring-
shaped coucave-head A, part B, with screw-
hole b, and one or more arm&, O with ribs d,.
subst.—mtla,lly as and for the pul poses herein
set forth.

In testimony that [ claﬂm the foregoing 1
have herennto set my hand this 2d day of De-
cember, 1879.

JOSEPH G. WHITTIER.

Witnesses:
T. M. POWELL,

' 40 heel the ribs d enter the heel sufficiently deep. 1 ORANGE N. TULLiS.
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