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Be 1t known that I, WiLriAm L. MESSICE,
of Carter’s Creek, in the county of Lancaster

‘and State of Virginia, have .invented a new

and valuable Improvement in Oyster-Tongs ;
and I do hereby declare that the following is
a full, clear, and exact deseription of the con-
struction and operation of the same, reference
being had to the.annexed drawings, making a
part of this specification, and to the letters
and figures of reference marked thereon.
Figuare 1 of the drawings is a representation
of a side view of one of the arms of my im-
proved tongs,and Iig. 2 is a rear view thereof.
This invention has relation to improvements
in oyster-tongs; and it consists, mainly, in the
construction and novel arrangement of the
outer clamp-bar, bent at one end to protect the
end of the handle and to hold the c¢ross-wire,
ancl bent at the other end to form a prong, and
the clips or clamps holding the tang of the
tongs, the handle end, and the clamp-bar to-
gether, all as hereinafter shown and described.
In the accompanying drawings, the letter A
represents the raking-bar of the tongs, having
the teeth @ and tang b, and provided with side
and transverse wires ¢, forming the basket or
holder, in the usunal manner. The tang bis de-
signed to be seated on the inner surface of the
end of the handle B, while the transverse wires
of the basket are crossed on the end and outer
surface of said handle in the manner shown
In the drawings, the wire nearest the raking-
bar being also nearest to the tang and the
upper wires farther from the latter. |
C represents the clamp-bar, which is bent

at its lower end to form an end protection, d,
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when this bar is clamped on the outer side of
the handle end. In this position the bend or

arm d 18 pressed up closely to the handle end,
and, being notched on its inside at ¢, serves to
recelve the lower basket-wire, and at the same.
time to protect the end of the handle and pre-
vent it from being rapidly worn out in the

| rough work amoﬁg the oysters. ' The upper
end ot the clamp-bar is also bent inward to
form a prong, g, which is designed to enter the

hold the clamp-bar against endwise mnovement.

D D represent the clips or clamps, which are
made 1n yoke form, having threaded branches
to recetve the cross-bar E and the nuts %, by
means of which the tang and clamp-bar are

the inner and outer surfaces of the handle end
and firmly secured thereto. Notches ¢/, made
in the long portion of the clamp-bar, serve to
receive the upper basket-wires and hold them
in position. This fastening enables the oyster-
gatherer to readily and quickly detach the

other handle longer or shorter, according to
the depth of water in which he may be work-
ing, and, as the operation is effected without
the slightest injury or tendency to injure the
ends of the handles, it is apparent that this
expensive part of an oyster-gatherer’s outfit
will last longer than where the attachment is
made by bands and nails, or in the ordinary
manner 1n use. . -

Having described this invention, what I
claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent,
1§— ' o -

The combination, with the rake-head hav-
1Ing the tang b and the wires ¢, of the clamp-
bar U, having the notched and bent end d, the
inwardly-bent prong g, and the notches ¢/, and
the detachable clips or screw-clamps D E,
whereby the rake-head can be attached or de-
tached from the handle without injury to the
latter, substantially as specified. |

In testimony that I claim the above I have
hereunto subscribed my name in the presence
of two witnesses. =
| WILLIAM L. MESSICK.

Witnesses: -
- WiLLiAM T. CHASE,
WiILniaM H. C. LONG.
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