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- UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

HORACE E. ROBERTS, OF BALTIMORE, MARYLAND.

BILL-FILE.

SPECIFIGATION formmg' part of Letters Patent No. 225 025, dated Ma,rch 2 1880,
| ~ Application filed May 7, 1879. |

~To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, HorAcE E. ROBERTS,

of Baltimore, in the State of Maryland, have

invented new and useiul Improvements 11

Files for Documents and other Matters, of

which the following is a specification. |
My invention rela,tes to those document-files

“which receive the papers to be filed therein be-

tween index-leaves sliding upon rods project-
ing from a suitable base.
My improvement consists, first, in construct-

~ ing the base with a ridge prOJectlnﬂ' apwardly

15

from the bottom plate of the file parallel with
its front edge and a short distance back of the

alphabet, so as to permit any portion of the

-7 latter to be depressed for the convenient in-

25

| -bar with hollow rods.

sertion of the finger beneath the partlcular leaf
which is to be raised.
My improvement consists, fur ther in a docu-

gb_ment file constructed with rigid slotted rods,

a plate or cover having a locklng device, and

suitableindex-leaves, as hereinafter described.

In order that my invention may be fully un-

delstood I will proceed to describe it with
refuence to the qccompanymg dmwmgs, n

which—
Figure 1 is a’ perspectwe view of an open
file illustrating my invention. Hig. 21s a ver-

- tical section on the line 2 2, I‘w 3, showing -
-39

the file closed. Iig. 3 1s a vertical section on
the line 3 3, Fig. 2, showmg the file closed.
Fig. 41s a perspectwe view of a transferring-
Fig. 5 is a perspective
view illustrating the mode of binding rl;dlaptoad

35_-:f0r use with my mventlon

A A are the division or index leaves, which

may be marked with letters, numbers, or other

‘characters, according to 1equ1rement

leaves are prowded with eyelets a, or holes, in

40

strengthening-strips - of muslin 01 other ma-
terial, and are arranged to slide on rods or

- wires B ‘B, which project rigidly from a base,

S .sules ¢/, mmkmg a box with an open front.
45

C, to whlch I prefer to add vertical back and
D

IS & plate covering the leaves C, with the ex-

ception of their index, ‘which 1s exposed for

- use.

- §o.

Near the extremltles of the rods ‘B are eyes
b, in which I insert a small rod or wire, 1, to
retmn the leaves C ..rmd the plate D. Szud

Said

threads or small wires, which will be threaded
throngh the eyelets of the several leaves A 1n

the act of drawing the latter off bodily from

the rods B. Slots ¥’ extend obliquely down-
ward from the eyes to permlt the easy thread

ing of the same.

The plate or cover D has tranwersely elon-
oated holes or slots d, to adapt it to slide on
the rods B in the same manner as the leaves

55
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A, and also to admit of raising theiront edge - .
of the plate freely to give access tothe leaveb |

and sapport the pl&te in obhque position at a
proper angle when the file is turned on 1ts

back, as shown in Fig. 1. Beneath the said
cover, and between it and the first of the in-

dex- leaves A, are supplemental leaves L, be-

tween whwh documents are placed tempo |

rarily before filing them away under their re-
spective letters, dates, or other classification.

Said space or apartment I designate the

¢ Daily Reminder,” where uuanswued letters

or other Lmﬁmshed business is suggested to

the user by memoranda that may be found de-

posited there. A reference-index is placed be-

neath the cover D for the purpose of facilitat-

ing the finding of the documents in the file af-

ter they have been removed from the tempo-

rary file.- Ikeep the reference- mdet asag u1de
to all the letters filed away.
To retain the cover D firmly down on the

them, I employ sliding bolts F, connected at
their inner ends to a pivoted thumb- -piece, &,
by the rotation of which, in either d1rect10n
they are driven out or’ retr&cted The outer
ends of the said bolts engage with VGI‘th&l
racks H in the sides €’ of the box. |
To facilitate the separation of the leaves in
order to open any division required, I employ
a ridge, K, projecting upward from the sut-
face of the bot‘mm C parallel with its front edge

75
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leaves A, and any amount of matter between

9o

and slightly in the rear of the projecting al-

phabet of the leaves.

The support thus af-

forded to the leaves permits the depression of 95

the extremity of any one of them and the
ready insertion of the finger beneath that next

above for the purpose of raising the latter.
Where a large number of documents are to

‘be filed away I further employ supplemental

slips or leaves between the main leaves A,

~eyes are also tor the purpose of recelving | whl(,h are nnmbered for the days of the mouth

100
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~when used in connection with the alphabet-

ized 1ndex-leaves, or lettered when used in
connection with numbered leaves, said sup-
plemental index-slips being for the purpose of
classifying by date or letter the documents
between the respective index-leaves, so that
1f the index-leaves be alphabetized the supple-
mental slips may be marked with the months

or days of the month, aceording to whether

the file is to be used for a year or a month.
I am thus enabled to classify under the par-
ticular Jetters of the alphabet correspondence
or other documents. If the principal index-
leaves A be numbered for the days of the
month the supplemental index-slips may be
alphabetized, so as to arrange by initials the

- correspondence or other documents of a par-

20

30
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ticular day. 1In like manner supplemental in-

dex slips or leaves are arranged, if preferred,
to classify by initials or by days the corre-

spondence or other documents filed between in-
dex-leaves, which are marked with the months
of the year.

The indexing may be by the names of the
parties or of the particular documents, or any
other suitable mode of classification may be
employed for the arrangement and distribu-
tion of documents of ditferent character, ac-
cording to requirement. .

Subdivision - l[eaves are used between the
successive index-leaves when a large number
of documents are to be filed. In the case of
bills and invoices those unpaid may be placed
above and those paid below said division-
leaves. Inlike manner, for filing letters, those
unanswered are placed above and- those an-
swered below. When used for music the sub-

- division-leaves may separate voecal from in-

4.0

strumental. |
‘Under the arrangement of leaves illustrated

- in Fig. 1, only the months are exposed when

45

the file is closed. Any desired month being

opened, the numbers of the intervening leaves
A’ corresponding with the days of the month
are exposed, and on opening the required one
ol these alphabetized leaves A2 are revealed.

]
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For the purpose of transferring the leaves
with their contained matter from a monthly or
temporary tile to a yearly or permanent file,
which laster is constructed with rods B B B

at the same distance apart, and differs from
‘the first file only in depth, I employ a bar, L,

having tubular rods [ 11 at proper distances

to pass over the rods B B B, so that the en-
tire body of leaves may be slipped on the tu-
bular rods I ! I, and from them transferred to

50
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the rods B B B of the permanent or yearly

file. | | |

The matter for the different months is sep-
arated by division-leaves, which may be col-
ored, 1t desired.

When the leaves with their contained mat-
ter are to be wrapped and’ put away without
a file-box, suitable thread or cord is passed
into the eyes b of the rods B, through the slots
0’y and the leaves shipped off, so .as to draw
the thread through the eyelets., One end of
the thread is then passed through the loops
thereof, which are thus drawn through the
eyes, and the thread being then detached from
the rods B and drawn tight, and the ends tied
together. a permanent stitching or binding
1s produced, such as shown in Fig. 5. The
wholeis then covered with an envelope, (shown

I at M,) which is attached to the bottom leaf for

S —

the purpose. : |
‘What I claim as new and of my invention

18— |
1. In a document-file the base C, provided
with a ridge, K, 1in combination with the in-

dex-leaves A, as and for the purpose set forth.
2. A document-file constructed with rigid

slotted rods B ¥/, a plate or cover, D, a lock-
ing device, G I' H, and suitable index-leaves
A, as and for the purpose set forth.

HORACE E. ROBERTS.

Witnesses: . -
T'H, HARRIS HODGES,
Jos. A. LUuccHESL.
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