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To all whom zt MY Jccnccm - -
Be it known that I, JOHN G MERINE of

:Kausee City, in the ccunty of Jackson end-
State of Missouri, have invented a new and |

i g valuable 1mprcvemeut in Fruit-Pickers; and

7 Idohereby declare that the following is a fall,
. clear, and exact description of the ccnstmc

o tion and operation of the same, reference be-

.. ing had to the annexed drawings, making a
SRR ;.=3:;__;5'f;3f;'___I_t_'):“paplb of this specification, and to the letters and
- figures of reference ma,lked thereon. - :

T I‘1gure 1.0f the drewmgs 1S & representatlcn-
. ofal perspective view of my improved fruit-
TR AR plcker, and Fig. 2 is a detail view of the same.

15 This mvenmcn relates to certain improve-

o ments in that class of fruit- plckers which are
. composed of two jaws which can be moved to

‘and from each other, and it has for its object
... to prevent the jaws from being so forcibly |
-closed after separating the fruit as to bind to-

‘gether, which would prevent the retractile
) epungemplcycd forautomatically opening said

: ment of the jaws toward each other is limited,

3o

4
IS f - areformed eyes d for the attachment of a flexi-

S of the Jew, and is provided with angular serra-
The corresponding part of jaw A’ |

o ‘tions /.
~has a strelght cutting-edge, ¢, which, when

Ja,ws from properly performing its operation.
To this end the invention consists in the

ccmbmatmn with the jaws of a fruit-picker, of

a pivoted cam shepecl stop, whereby the move-

~ the said stop being adapted to be turned upcn

its pwct to bring the cam pcrtlcn nearer to or-
farther from the cppcelte Jcm es more fully -'

herema,fter specified.
-In the annexed: dremuge, the lBttBlb A A’

deSIgnete, respectively, the fixed and swinging:
~Jaws of my improved frait-picker.

“basket-like structures of cast metal, in their gen-
_eral construction greatly resem blm o'q hocd
and theﬁ, consist, mamlv of asemicircular base-

- piece, @, an. arched frcnt pla,te, by and curved,

~bars ¢, connecting the same. - - :
- Upon the lower edges of thc bd,ee pleces a

~ ble cloth tube, thet conducts the f1 ult to the'-

ground

Plc,]ectmg dcwnwerd frcm the ber 7 cf the
"';;.-._i-';.:_5.:i;j;-_;--"'?45 Jew Ais a tang, a’ b5 meens ct whlch 1t 1s se- |
L e ._cured to the pole B.

The upner part of the plate b of _]a,w A 18 hOI’l—_
1t projects somewhat beyond the rest

©the jaws are brought ‘together, overlaps the

“serrated part b’ of the Jaw A, .:md fcrms there-
Wlth e drew cut e

These are

|

Pchectlng frcm the bottcm cf the jaw A’,
at each side thereof, is an angular lever-arm,

O, having at its bend a circular enlargement, o

4%, through which passes a pivot, ¢, by means
of which the jaw A’ is hinged to an offset, g,

of jaw A. The power ends of these levers ex-
tend beyond the j Jaw A, and are connected to-

draw-cord D’ is secured. Th1e cord passes

down through eyes f on the pole, the said eyes
| serving to prevent the cord from beccmmﬂ* en-:

tangled 1n the brenches of the tree. |
S indicates a spring secured at one end to a
stud, s, of the jaw A, near its top, and at its

1cwer end to a stud, s*" of the lever-arm C, sit-

uated nearthe pwct e upon the power-arm 81de

thereof. This spring is distended when the
jaws are closed to sever the stem of a fruit,
and. causes the said jaws to sepemte e hen the_:: .

‘puli-cord is let go.
-G indicates an athleta,ble cam- shaped stcp

| becoming jammed together from their being

The stop, bemg cam- sheped can be adjusted,
by turning it upon its pivot; so as to allow the

‘| Jaws to approach more or less toward each
| other as the cam portion of the stop is made
to approach or recede from the opposite jaw,.

60

gether by a swinging ball D, to which the -.

pwoted to the under side of the cutting partz
1 of the jaw A’, against which the cutting part
| d’ of jaw A wbute when the epparctus s - .

‘use, and which prevents the said jaws from =~
8o
brought too sharply and forecibly together,

‘and thus compensate for the wear of metal at-- -

tendant upon use or frequent sharpening.
in combination with the Jaws of a frmt plcker,

as such is not. new; but
What I do clcum 18—

', and the Jew A’, having the straight eut

-a greater or less extent, as' may be desired,

I do not claim an adjustable stop, bI‘OELdIY,-. R

- In a fruit-picker, the ccmbmancn Wlth thef) L
.'hxed jaw A, having a serrated cuttmg edge,
95
_tmg edge ¢/, cverleppmg edge 0/, of the cam- -
t shaped Stcp G upon the" under side of the
cutting-edge ¢/, adapted to be adjusted so as
to permit the jaws to approach each other to =
100 _

substentlelly as and for the purposes epeclﬁed S

In testimony that I claim the above I have

‘hereunto subscribed lny name in the presence |

of ’rwc w1tnessee
J OHN 0 MERIND
W1tnesses o
- WILLIAM H LANDOLT

B . JAMES W. VAL,
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