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the ﬂanges b b of plates B B’ and rods C C,
S0 as to clamp these together.

"Unrrep StaTes PATENT OFFICE.

' DANIEL R. MILLER, OF DENVER, COLORADO.

~ MAIL-BAG FASTENING.

.' SPECIFICATION formmg pa,rt of Letters Pa.tent No, 223, 857 da,ted J'&nuary 27 1880

| Apphca,twn filed June 16, 1879.

- Ty asll whom it ma Y CONCErn,.:

Be 16 known that I, DANIEL R MILLER of
Denvex in the. couuty of Arapahoe and State

of. 00101&(10, have invented certain: new and

useful Improvements in Mail-Bag Locks; and
I do hereby déeclare” that the iollowmg 1s a

- full, clear, and exact description of the inven-
. 131011 Whlch will enable others skilled in the

10

art to which it appertains to make and use the

same, reference being had to the accompany-
ing drawin gs, which form a p&rt ot this speci-

ﬁc::'btll)ﬂ and in which—

I‘lgure 1is a side view of a mail- b&ﬂ' 1}10

vided with ‘my improved lock or fastemng
Tig. 2 is a top view of the bag, partly opened

or dlstended with the lock-slide removed.

.Flg 318 a sectmn on lme,a:m Fig.1l; and Iig.

4 1s a section, on an cnlarged SG&lL, of the

. 20

- spring-catch whleh 18 used in combination
‘with and forms a part of my improvement.
Similar letters of reference indicate corre- |

- sponding parts in all the figures. -

- leather,
30

This invention relates to Ieckmg devices or

fastenings for mail and other bags or sacks;

and it consmts in the construction and combi-

nation of parts, as hereinafter fully described,
and particularly pointed out in the claims.

- In the drawings, A is the bag, made of
canvas, or any other suitable mate-

rial. B B’ are £wo plates, hinged together at

% '_md provlded with ﬂanwes b b’, which are |

~_riveted or otherwise: becmed ﬁrmly on one

side of the mouth or opening, as shown. Upon

~ the other side of the mouth, opposite to the
plates B B/, are two short 10ds or pieces of

stout. wire, 0 C’/, sewed into the rim of the
bag; or, if pr eferr ed, flanged plates similar to

BB may be used 011 that side also.

D is a longitudinally:slotted tube, formmg
a slide, which may be inserted endmse upon

The flanges ;
b’ are cut off 2 short dlstance on each side of

l

| and adjacent to the hinge a, and a correspond-

ing space is left on the opposite side of the 4z

bag between the meeting ends of rods C (.

Into this open space (denoted by d on the

drawings) fits the downward- -projecting latch
¢ of the spring-catch E, which is placed mid-
way upon slide D, and consists of a box. f,
containing a coiled spring, ¢, the lower end of
which work% against the latch-plate e, which
plays veltmally in box f by means of 2 guide-
pin, %, projecting up through a central perfo-
ration 1n the top of box /. In the lower part
of this box is a lateral slot or opening, 7, to

admit of the insertion of a bevel-key, of any

suitable construction, with which to raise the
latch-plate e out of the notches d in the mouth

| of the bag, and thus permit the lock-slide D

to be w1thdmwn and the bag opened.

Having thus described my mventmn, which
is applicable not only to mail-bags, but to
satchels and similar articles adapted to its
use, (iIn which case the spring-cateh E may
sometimes be dispensed with and the slotted
slide D held in place by friction only,) I claim

| and desire to secure by Letters Patent of the

United States—

1. The slotted slide D hawmg spring-cateh
E, consisting of the box f, spring ¢, and latch-
pl_&te ¢, having guide-pin kA, arranged and op-
erating substantially as set forth.

2. The combination of the bag A, having
jointed plates or rods B B/ C C/, with ‘the slot-
ted locking-slide D, having vertwally -operat-
ing spring-latch E, substfmhally as descrlbed
for the purpose set forth.

In testimony that L claim the foregomg as
my owi 1 have hereto affixed my mg nature 11
presence of two witnesses. -

DANIEL R. MILLLR

Witnesses: . |
., KINSLEY SMITH,
CHESTER SMITH,
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