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- Do all whom it may concern: -

- Be it known that I, JosEPH P. PATTERSON,
of Baltimore, in the State of Maryland, have
invented an Improved Letter, Invoice, and
‘Memorandum Iile, of which the following is
a spectfication. - L

~ My invention relates to-that class of files

- for letters, invoices, or other papers in which

- theindex-leavesaretemporarily secured within

10 a case or box until a sufficient namber of pa-

-~ . pers or documents are placed between them. .
- My improvement consists, first, in the mode

of applying the wires or cords which tempo-

‘wires. S L
- My improvement consists, further, in an en-
. velope having four flaps or folds, which is. at-

tached to the lower index-leaf so as to be re-

moved therewith, and adapted to envelop the
file contents when it is desired to file away the
index-leaves with their contained papers.
- In order that my invention may be fully un-
- . derstood, I will proceed to describe it with ref-
- 25 erence to the accompanying drawings, in
which— = e
Figure 1 is a perspective view of my im-

- :_. proved file open and supported at its forward

~ end by the folding front.

o Fig. 2 is a trans-
e

verse section of the same closed, showing
the extreme.ends of the cords or wires tied
within the e¢ase s0 as to conceal their ends.
Fig. 3 1s a transverse section, showing the

. wires hooked so as to engage in eyes within
- 35 the case. Fig.4 is a transverse section, show-
- - ing the wires hooked through eyelet-holes, so
‘as to bring their ends within the case. . Fig. 5

- 1s arear view of the lower index-leaf, exhibit-

~ ing the envelope attached thereto. Fig. 6 is

. bundle of index-leaves and contained papers.
- FHig. 7is a perspective view of a package en-
45 veloped, secured, and indorsed for permanent
filing away. = ) -
A A A’ may represent index-leaves pro-

rarily secure the index-leaves to the case so as
to conceal the binding ends of said cords or

:

a view of the same on a smaller scale, with |
. the envelope open, and showing the free ends
- . ot the cords for tying the envelope around the

i

to the leaves A is afforded, so that they may

| said front is held up inl 1ts closed position by

means of rubber springs E E, which are se- -

| cured by their ends to the front at e ¢, and to

the outer ends, ¢’ ¢/, of the box-sides, respect-
ively. The leaves A are confined within the 55
box B by means of wires or cords I F, passed

through their eyelets ¢ and secured to the case

temporarily, in the manner shown in Figs. 2
3, and 4, so as to couceal their free ends, |
which are employed to seécure the leaves to- 6o .
gether when the latter are removed from the |
case. | |

‘The mode of fastening shown in Fig. 2isto

connect them to the bottom of the box by pass- -

ing their ends out and in through eyelet-holes 65
J f and twisting or tying, according to
whether wires or cords are used, thus locat-
ing the ends within the case, and after string- .
ing the leaves thereon pass them up and down - =
throngh eyelet-holes f* f/ prepared for them 7o
in the top of the box, and secure them by twist-
ing or tying, as before, so as to bring their up-
per ends within the case. | -

In FKig.3 1 have shown a modification, in
which the wires or cords are hooked in loops 4z
or eyes f' f“in the top and bottom of the
case on the inside. T | |

In Fig. 4 1 show the ends f*/* f//, of stout
wires, merely passed within the case and bent.
This forms a very simple and effective mode 8o
of attachment. | S |

It will be observed that on opening the
cover C and folding down the front D in re-
verse position, so as to elevate and support
the box, as shown in Fig. 1, very ready access

85
be opened or turned with the utmost facility
to enable the filing, examination, or removal

ol any documents between them. |

It will also be observed that the springs E

. ... . £ S Hgo
for closing the front are so applied as to per-

mit it to remain in a position to support the

case. . . '

When the file is filled, or when a month or
other period for which it is used is completed,
the cords or wires I are disconnected, and the

95

,entire set of leaves, being fastened together
in -book form by the wires or cords, are, with
their contained matter, removed bodily from
the box and inclosed in an envelope, G, at- 1oo

vided with eyelets a, and B a case or box,
~~which is constructed with a cover, C, hinged
5o at ¢, and afolding front, D, hinged at d. The |
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preferably made of linen.
constructed with flaps or folds ¢’ ¢ ¢’ ¢', S0 as

223,813

tached to- the bottom leaf, A’ and which is | through the index-leaves, and tied or other- 40

The emrelope 1S

to completely envelop the file contents, and is

folded compactly out of the way underneath
sald leaf while the file 1s 1n use, as shown m
Figs. 2 and 5.
“ready to receive the bundle of 1eaves and CON- |

The envelope 15 shown open,

tained papers in Ifig. 6.

Cords g g g g are secured bene&th the lea,f
A’ for the purpose of tying the blmdle to-: :
| | 't following is what I elaim as new therem and

of my uwentlon and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent: - -
1. Ina Ietter' n Vmce, or memorandum. ﬁle,.
th{, oombm&tmn of the box or case-B, having.
suitable eyelets, the index-leaves A hmrin'n
~eyelets «, and the cords or wires F, hamnﬂ' o

gether, as shown n Fig. 7. o _
Tt will be seen that the envelope provules a

“place for indorsement, to indicate the contents. |
The cords or wires: bemg applied to the case |
- ~In the manner shown, the ends are concealed

- from view. ‘The untidy appearaunce of eords
~or wires tied or fastened on the outside of the:

- ¢case 18 thus overcome.

- 2-01

- The folding front1), xﬂlén used as asuppoxt :
- 1is held rigidly in ]JOSItIOH until the weight of
The springs B

the file 1s removed therefrom.

- B owill close the front a8 'Soon .:ms suhmenblv

30

released.

to the index.

I am also aware th'&t -ﬁles&ndotber devices
have been furnished with springs or bandsfor |
g holdmg the covers in closed position. -
I am also aware that eyeleted index-leaves |
“wires I, and the ‘envelope &, secured to the

lowest index-leat for wrapping the ﬁle'con- |

have been secured to frames by means of rods
or wires, sald frames and leaves being tempo-

mmly or permanently secured within abox or |

case m a peeuliar manner. |
1 am also aware that such index-leaves have

been secured to a case by means of a- tape or

- fastening passed through the case or box and

- 1l am aware that 1t 1s not new to conbtruct_
a box or case with the front end hinged to the
~bottom so as to open partially to give access

wise 5ecured together at its ends upon the
lower side of the case, thus brmnmg the ends
on the outside.

I am also aware that mdex leaves hcwe been .

secured permanently to a case hewmﬂ‘ three

flaps, like a portfolio.

These devices I do not claim as of my inven-
- tion, though portions thereof are embodled in

my 111:11)1"' Ved device.
~Having thus described my uwentlou the

ends which are adapted for tempomrﬂy secur-

“ing the leaves to the box in the manner shown,
so as to conceal said ends until required f01'

use in bmdmn the leaves toaet.her with their

f fcont"uned papers, as explamed

_50 -
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2. In combination with a set of 111{:16}; le wes,i |

the lowest index-leaf, A/, provided with an en-

“velope, G, having four ﬂa;ps or-folds, ¢g' g ¢’ ¢/,

adapted to env{.,lop the index-leaves when the

latter, with their contained pa,pers, are re-

| mm"ed from the case..
3. The improved file (,01151&1110 ofa box, B,

having a spring-front, It I D, the index-leaves
A, detachably secured to: the box by cords or

tents, substantially as set torth.
JOSEPH P. PATTDRSON

Witnesses:
F. PoUuLTNEY,
HeENRY C. B. NORRIS.
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