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Applicaﬁién filed Angust 12, 1879, . |

To all whom it may concern : |

Be it known that I, GILBERT SWEET MAN-
NING, of Chicago, in the county of Cook and
State of Illinois, have invented a new and im-
proved Stretcher for Fence-Wires, of which the
following 1s a specification.

My improvementsrelate to devicesforstretch-
ing fence-wires wherein a windlass and clamps
are made use of ; and the object of my inven-
tion 1s to render the apparatus more durable
and convenient for use.

The invention consistsin a clamp of peculiar
construction for grasping the ends of the wire-
These features will be explained more particu.
larly in connection with the accompanying
drawings, wherein-

Kigure 1 1s a side elevation of the windlass
and (,la,mp‘s in the position as applied to ube
Fig. 2 1s a top view of the same. Ifig. 3 is
t-'iew of one of the clamps as opened.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
spouding parts. |

A 1s the windlass, to which the clamps B B

- are connected by cords or wires a, the appa-

ratus being intended for drawing two ends to-

- gether simultaneously, or for connection to the
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fence-post by one clamp, as shown, while the

other clamp is connected to the wire.

The windlass A consists of the barrel b, hav-
ing flanged rims provided with a crank han-
dle, ¢, and fitted 1n the UJ-shaped frame d. The
frame d is a wrought-tron ‘bar bent to shape,
and at one end the frame 1s bent outward and

back to form a square socket, ¢, through which
a stake is to be 1118@11:(,(?1 as at f, for sustam- |
ing the windlass.

Upon the inner side of frame d a pawl, g, 1S
attached formeshing with ratchet-teeth formed
on one flanged rim of barrel b, and thereby pre-
venting back movement of the barrel.

The c¢ords, wires, or chains a, by which the
clamps are wnumted to the windlass, are at-
tached one directly to the barrel b and the
otlier to the closed end of frame d, the attach-
ment being made in any desired manner.

The clamps B are alike, and the following
description applies to either: A 1s the upper,
and &/ the lower, jaw. These are pivoted to-

gether at one end, and are each provided at
their moving_ ends with an aperture for the
cord or chain a, that is passed through the ap-
ertures and knotted at its end outside of % to |

| retain the cord. The lower jaw, &/, is slightly

longer than /£, and its aperture is made flaring
or bell-mouthed to prevent chafing of the cord
a. The clamping edge of the jaw A is formed
with a projection,, that is grooved on its faee,
as shown 1n Kig. 3, to prevent the wire from
slipping, and the face of the jaw A/ 1s formed
with a recess, k, that corresponds in shape to
and receives the projection ¢ when the jaws
close together, so that when the end of a wire
is plaeed_across the recess &, as shown in Fig,
2, and the jaw b closed, the wire will be bent

and held securely, and the greater the strain

the more will the wire be bent and more se-
curely held. ‘Fhere are small projections ! on
the jaw &/, which prevent the wire from slip-
ping q1deW1SL.

In use, one ¢lamp B, may be placed over
the fence-post, as illustrated, and the other
clamp connected to the fence-wire; then, by
turning the windlass, the cords ¢ will be drawn

upon and the wire stretched.

The apparatus 1s also intended for drawing
the ends of two wires together fromn opposite
directions, in which case the other wire will be
connected to the other clamp B, and the wind-
lass operated in the same manner to draw the
ends until they can be connected or attached
to the post. :

The stake 7 is used for sustaining the wind-
lass before the slack is taken up. This stake
should be as long as the fence 1s high, and 1n
use the lower end rests on the ground and the
upper end is held by the operator with one
hand while the windlass 1s being wound with
the other hand.

This construction furnishes a very dumble
and effective stretching apparatus.

Having thus deseribed my invention, I ¢laim
as new and desire to secure by Let,ters Pat-
ent—

The combination, in a feuce wire stretchel,
of the U-frame d, hamn pawl ¢, the ropes a,
the shaft b, ll.:l.VlI]ﬂ‘ 1aJt(,het thereon, and the
pivoted jzms I I/, the jaw i having projection
t, and the grooved jaw A’ having projections
l, as shown and described.

GILBERT SWEET MANNING

Witnesses:
JOHN N. MANNING,
JNO: Ht WAYMAN *
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