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To all whom it may concern: | obtain easy access to the valves in case they
Be it known that I, MILLARD FILLMORE | should get out of order.

SirrrH, of Delavan, in the county of Tazewell,
and in the State of Illinois, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Clothes-
Pounders; and I do hereby declare that the

following is a full, clear, and exact descrip-

tion thereof, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings, and to the letters of refer-
ence marked thereon, making a part of this
specification, and in which— -

Figure 1 represents a perspective vIew ;
Fig. 2, a vertical section; Fig. 3, a bottom-
plan view. - |

This invention relates to new and usefal
improvements in the class of devices com-
monly known as ‘“atmospheric wasbhers,” con-
sisting of a hollow inverted vessel or plan-
oer applied to the lower end of a statf or han-
dle, and used by pressing 1t upon the clothes
in the water; and the invention consists in a
novel construetion of clothes-pounder, all as
will be bereinafter fully described, and specifi-
cally pointed out in the claim.

In the drawings, A represents the body or
main portion of the plunger, having its walls
or sides inelining slightly ontward toward the
bottom thereof, the upper portion of the body
being supported or strengthened by a round-
shaped top piece, B. ( represeuis a con-
vex perforated bottom plate, rigidly seeured
to the inner surface of the body A, near the
lower end thereof. The object of the plate U,
which extends to the inner surface of the body
A, is to prevent the clothes going too far up
in the body A. -

D represents a hollow staff or handle, con-
nected to the rounded top portion, B, and pro-
vided near its npper end with side openings,
d d, closed by valves ¢ ¢, a spring, b, fitting
over the rods or stems'a, upon which the valves
are mounted, holding said valves in a closed
position. |

The top of the staff or handle is closed by

a screw-cap, ¢, thus enabling the operator to |

The object of the openings and valves 1n
the staff or handle is to facilitate the removal
of the pounder when forced down into the
clothes and water, as when the pounder 1s
raised a partial vacuum -oceurs below said .
valves, which allows the outside air to enter
the openings in the staff or handle, which, over-
coming the suction produced in raising the
pounder, permits of its easy and ready re-
moval. .

‘The object of the rounded top portion, B, is
to strengthen the body A, and prevent the
pressure on the staff or handle from bending
in the top thereof.

T am aware that a clothes-pounder having
an interior convex perforated plate, also a
clothes-pounder having a hollow handle pro-
vided with a side opening and an exterior fiap-
valve for closing the same, and also a clothes-
pounder having the main portion or body of
the plunger provided with side openings closed
by suitable valves, are old, and such I do
not desire to claim, broadly, as my invention;
but, | | - '
Having thus fully described my invention,
what I elaim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, 18— |

The herein-described clothes-pounder, con-
sisting of the inclined hollow body A, pro-
vided with the interior stationary perforated
plate, C, rigidly secured to the inner surface
thereof, the strengthening rounded top plate,
B, and the hollow staft or handle D, provided
with side openings, d d, interior valves, ¢ ¢,
and spring b, substantially as shown and speci-
fied. |
~ In testimony that I claim the foregoing L
have hereunto set my hand this 19th day of
May, 1379. _

MILLARD FILLMORE SMITH.

Witnesses:

THOS. SLADE,
H. E. HADLEY.
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