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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Wrrrram H. B LLL, of
Baltimore, in the county of Baltimore and
State of Maryland, have invented certain new
and useful lmprovements in Cartridge-Hold-
ers; and I do hereby declare that the follow-
ing 1s a full and exact description thereof, ref-
erence being had to the accompanying draw-

ings, making a part of this speecification.

My invention relates to a novel device for
facilitating the charging of the chambers of a
revolver or other ﬁre arm having more than
one chamber.

In the use of the ordinary revolver, espe-
cially by mounted military, one of the ﬂreatest

evils connected with the present mode of usin 12

the ammunition lies in the difficulty, while in
actlon, of suceessfully loading the weapon, ow-
Ing to 'the necessity of loading each chamber
successively, which requires a very considera-
ble time, and not unfrequently results in
the seldler falling in the rear to load, or else
abandoning the use of the weapon. '

My invention has for itsobject to avold these
evils, and to provide a means for expeditious-
ly a,ud simaltaneously loading all the cham-
bers of the weapon; and with these ends in
view my invention conbists, first, of a wood,
metal, or other holder adapted to receive .-;1,11(1
hold a series of cartridges by the langes there-
of when 1n a given position, and to release the
same by turnmn sald holdel.. as will be pres-
ently explamed and, second, of a cartridge-
holder with a given number of car tridges con-
tained therein by the flanges thereof, in ready
and compact form, substantially as and for
the purposes heremafter more fully set forth.

In order that those skilled may fully under-
stand my invention, I will proceed to describe
the construction and operation of the same,
referring by letters to theaccompanying draw-
Ings, in “which—

IFigure 1 is a side view of a revolver with

the barrel tlpped to. elevate the breech of the

cylinder, the dotted lines and arrows indicat-
Ing the movement necessary to deposit the
shells and withdraw the holder. Fig. 2 is a

- plan view of the inside face of the holder with

the cartridges removed; Fig. 3, a similar view

with the cartrldges In the pomtlon necessary |

to withdraw the holder; Kig. 4, a section af
the Iine z x of I'ig. 3; I'ig. 5, a similar view to
Fig. 3, but with the shells or cartridges locked

1n position; Ifig. 6, a section at the line x x of

Fig. 5. Fig. 7 1s a perspective view of the
holder and the device for charging it; Iig. S,
a central vertical seetion of the same; Fig. 9,
a perspective view of the holder with a full
complement of shells locked in position, and
If1ig. 10 a plan view of a spring or friction-

ring located in the holder and designed to

steady the shells within the holder.

Similar letters indicate like parts i in the sev-
eral figures.

A is my improved holder, which is a block
prefembh round, and made of wood or any
other suitable material. One face of this block
is channeled or grooved out at D, leaving a
central hub, B, and concentric outer rim, I, the
original height of the block. This hub and
rim are then cut away to form seats A/, equal
in dimensions and coufmmmn in design to the
danged head of the shells C intended to be
held therein, and equal in number and rela-
tton to the Gh::bmbers of the weapon for which
they are intended, and the intermediate pro-
jecting portions of the said hub and rim are
grooved and channeled laterally uudel neath,
as shown by dotted lines in IFigs. 2, 3, and 5
and designated by the letter e, the dlsmnue
between the grooves in the hub and rim being
equal to the dmmeter of the flanged- head of
the shell.

In the bottom of the channel, between the
hub and rim, there is arranged in an annular
seat or groove a rubber ring, I, or other suit-
able spring or f[rictional device for holding
the flange of the shell tightly against the up-
per side of the flange-channele. «// are stops,
arranged at the corners of one or more of the
projecting portionsof therim I, and servetoar-
rest the rotation of the holder When 1t 1s being
turned 1n the direction indicated by the lock-
arrow to lock the cartridges in place. To re-
lease the cartridges the holderis rotated in the
reverse duectlon, as indicated by the unlock-
arrow.

In order to charge the holders A, I employ
a charger, B/, Figs. 7 and 8, which is bored
or chambered at €/ in exact conformity with
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the weapon for which the shells are intended,
and of a depth sufficient only to leave the rims
or heads of the shells projecting, as clearly
shown.

The charger is provided with a central pro-
jecting stem, B/, adapted to pass through a
central hole, A, in the holder, so that the
seats therein may be readily caused to reg-
ister with the.chambers of the charger. |
. When the seats A’ of the charger arein reg-
ister with the heads of the shells C the holder
is pressed down, forcing the heads of the shells

up into the seats A’, and compressing the rab-

ber ring or other spring device I&. The holder

“is then turned to the left, which, by reason of
the shells beingheld stationary by the charger,

brings the rims or flanges of the shells within
the concentric grooves ein the rim and hub ot
the holder, where they are securely held by
the spring E and the checks or stops a'.

- The axes of the seats A’ bear such relation
to the heads of the shells that no one of the
latter can move independently sufficiently far
to reach its seat and become accidentally re-

leased from the holder; or, in other words, the

shells, when locked in position, have their
rims or flanges so close together that they at-

ford mutual sapport, and the whole number

must be moved to enable any one or all to be

released, and this collective movement 1s pre--

vented by the frictional contact ot the heads
of the shells with the rubber ring or spring E.

The holderswith the cartridges fixed therein
in the manner abovedescribed may be arranged
in any convenient manner within a belt or

other cartridge-box; and when occasion de-
mands the loading of a fire-arm for which they
are adapted, the arm is ¢“broken” and tilted,
as shown at Fig. 1, and the holder with its
contained cartridges placed as shown, shov-
ing them into the eylinder H, and turning the
holder slightly to the right, which will bring
the heads of the shells into line with their
seats A’, when, by their own weight or the
action of the spring I, they are ejected and
forced into the cylinder. -

I do not wish to limitmyself, in the construc-
tion and application of my improved holder,
to any particular size, shape, or capacity, as
it may be varied in any of these particulars
without departing from the spirit of my in-
vention. |

What I claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, 15— |

1. A cartridge-holder formed with two or
more seats for the introduction of the headsof
the shells, with intermediate projections and
concentricrim-holding grooves ¢, and provided
with a rabber or other spring, E, substantially
as and for the purposes set forth. |

2. The holder formed with the seats, rim-
holding grooves, and spring e, and provided
with one or more checks or stops, '/, substau-

- tially as and for the puarposes deseribed.

Witness niy hand and seal this 9th day of
October, A. D. 1379Y. |
WILLIAM H. BELL. {L.8.]
Tn presence of'— - |
 Wwm. C. MCINTIRE,
Davis E. CASTLE.
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