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~To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, LUTHER A. POWDRS, of
- West Meriden, in the county of New Haven
~and State of Gonnecticut, havelnvented anew
- Improvement in Rakes; and I do hereby de-
clare the following, when taken in connection
~with the accompanying drawings and the let-
ters of reference marked thereon, to be a full,

~clear, and exact deseription of the same, and.

f wlu(,h said drawings constitute part of this
specification, and 1"eprec=.eut m-—-

. Figure 1, top view; Ilig. 2 bECthl] thl"()nnh
“the head enlfuned I‘lg. 3, tI'rLHbVBIbB beotmu
~through the handle on the line # z.

This invention relates to an improvement
in the construction of hand hay-rakes, and is
~an 1mprovement on the rake for which Lefters
- Patent were granted to me November 18, 1873,

_In that invention the braces were il a sin ole
piece across- the handle, one end secured to
the head at one cide of the handle and the
‘otherend at the other side. In such construc-
‘tion it is 1mpossible to make a perfect and se-
‘cure attachment of the braces to the head.

- The object of this invention is to overcome
this difficulty ; and 1t consists in the construe-
tion hereinafter described, and particularly re-
cited in the elaim.

A is the head, provided with teeth ¢ in the
usual manner; L the handle, secured to the
head at the center. © and C’ are one pair of
‘braces, and D D’ the second pair, those on the
one _Sule made in g separate piece from those
The head end of the braces

!

| be serewed into the head, w 111(,11 can be done,
because the Dbraces on. 0116 side are detached -

and separate from those on the. other side.
The handle end of each brace is bent into a

 line parallel with the handle, and so as to fol-

low the side of the handle a short distance, as

at e, and the extreme end turned into the han-

die a short distance, as seen at f, Fig. 1. At
the lower angle of the braces a wire is run

through the handle. below the braces and its

ends turned up and over onto and so as to
orasp the braces at that point, and thereby
prevent the separation of the bm(.,es {from the
bhandle. |

The facility which thi.s construction oﬁu*s
for putting the parts together is a very greaft

improvement over previous (,01.]%t1*11(,t1011$.0t"

braces, and, 1 addition to this advantage,the

strength is’ very greatly mcw ased- with the -

same size of brace.

It will be understood that the Dbraces .;116

made from wire and the hfmdle 'md head fmm
wood.

I claim— |

In a hand- rake the bra(,es on one side of the
handle constructed separate from those on the
other side, each screwed into the head, the
upper ends bent along the side of the haudlu,
and the extremeends turned inward, combined
with a elasp through and so as to clamp the

braces tothehan dl(,., substantially as deseribed.
LUTHER A. POWDRS

Witnesses:
L. A. MERRIMAN, |
WiILLis I. FENN,
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