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IMPROVEMENT IN WHIFFLETREE-HOOKS.
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Speclﬁcatlon f{}lmlllﬂ‘ part of Letterb Patent No. 222.651, dated December 16 18:9 ’Lp]ﬂl@&tlﬁn ﬁled
| J anuary 20, 1879. | | |

- : To all whom 1t may cofncg? ne
" Be it known that I, WILLIAM L. BDLT of

| Washm oton, in the county of Washington and

;Dlstuct of Oolumbla have invented certain
- Tmprovements in W hiffletree-Hooks, of which |
the following is a specification.

- This invention relates to improvements in
whiffletree-hooks or trace-fastenings; and 1t
~ consists in forming the shank, w lnch is cireu-

-'_'._'hr in section, with a slot in the outer end
. thereof, 1n which is pivoted the tongue of a

~drop - I‘Ltbll having a portion of the tongue
projecting a short distance above the upper
line of the cylindrical part of the shank, thus
forming a stop when the drop-piece 1s at
- right "mole.s, to the shank, and when the drop-

piece 18 “extended in a direct line with the

- shank the trace, which bas in it a hole corre-
. sponding in size 'with the shank, can be slipped.
- onto it, all of which will be more fully herein-

C ---&fter cles<31 ibed.

- Figure 1 1s a top TIGW, p'utly in sectwn
) I‘lg 2 is a front view. Iig. 3 shows a partof
I'ig. 4 is-an end

. Alis a part of -aw hlﬂietree bar in section.
"B is a trace, having in it a circular hole, b,

‘made to correspond with the shank repre- '

~ gented by C, on one end of which is a screw-

R ~ thread, ¢, to fasten it in the bar A. On the
~“ends of A are thimbles a, to prevent splitting

. the wood. ¢ is a shoulder to bear firmly on
~ theend of A. D is a gravity-latch or drop-

~ piece, having a tenon, d, fitted neatly but |
-~ loosely to a mortise in O and secared by a
The tenon ¢ 18 ‘made long enough |

| to extend a short distance beyond the outer
“surface of the cyhndrwal part of C, thus form-
ing a stop to the trace B, as the hole 111 the---

trace is but little larger thfm the shank.

~In practice, to make the device easily oper-
_atwe sometimes the corner of the tenon d at
d’’ may be rounded off to permit a neater joint,
and also the outer corners of the cheeks of the.

mortise on C to be rounded off at ¢, for the N

same reason.

that the curve in end of the mortfise, as seen
in broken lines, Fig. 2, will comespond with
the radial dlstdnce flOIll the pivot d’ to the
corner d’’. These are all practical matters,
and on their construction depends somewhat
the efficacy of the working of the latch to
maintain its true position Wheu 1n use,.

I am aware that drop-latches are not new,
and I do not claim such, broadly, as a,pphed'

for fa,stemnﬂ*s, nor especlally to trace-hooks ;
but in my device, by having the shank and

latch of a cylindrieal form mxd the same diam-
eter throughout, the orifice in the trace is cir-
cular, and consequently gu es more %tren n"th_”-

to th(, trace.
I claim— --
The trace-hook ¢y lindrical in form its entire

lenn‘th having a jointed gravity-latch of the

same dlametcr as the shank, subbt%ntlally as

and for the purpose descrlbed
- WM, L BDLT
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In some cases the mortise may
be made with a saw of very small radius, so -
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