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To all whom it may concern :

Be 1t known that I, JAMES W. FARRELL,
of the city and county of Philadelphia and
State of Pennsylvania, have invented a new
and useful Improvement in Dies for Making
Sheet-Metal Cans, which improvement is fully
set forth 1 the follomng specification and ac-
cOmpanving drawings, in which—

- Kigure 1 is a top or plfm view of the appa-

ratus embodying myinvention. Fig.2is a ver-
tical section thereof in line # #, Fig. 1. Fig.
3 18 a view of an inner corner of one of the
jaws of the apparatus. Fig. 4 is a vertical
section 1n line y v, Fig. 3, one of the die-plates
being shown in a solid black line. Fig. 5 is a
plan view of a modification.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre--

sponding parts in the several figures.

In the manufacture of sheet-metal cans it is
customary to place the shaped bottom or top
of the can on a support or bed, the lower edge
of the body of the can resting in the grooves
of said bottom or top. Suitable jaws or dies
are then advanced against the grooved por-
tions, the effect whereof is to squeeze and se-
curely clamp together the body and the bot-
tom or the bcr;dw;r and the top. The strain con-
- sequent to soch operations often breaks the
flange or. working-edge of the bed and the
sliding jaws or dies, matters of coumdemble_
expeuse and inconvenience.

My invention consists in forming the ﬂmlge
of the bed of separate and removable matched
plates, whereby, when the plates are broken,

tractured, or worn, they may be removed and |

replaced by new ones, and so constructing
and disposing the plates that joints at the cor-
ners of the flange are obviated.

1t also consists in providing the corners of
- the squeezing jaws or dies with plates, which,
when broken, fractured, or worn, may be 1ea,d
- ily removed and repld,cerl by new ones.

Referring to the drawings, A represents the
support or bed for sustaining the bottom of
a can during the operations of securing the

“body and bottom or top thereof; B, the work- |

| ing-flange, and C the clamping or squeezing

Jaws or dies, which are actuated to move to-
ward the can and close the seam of the body
and bottom or top, as 1s well known.

The flange B is constructed of matched
plates 1! sepamte one from the other, and re-
movably connected to the bed A for (llsplace-
ment of old or broken plates, and application
of new ones, and furthermore formed of quad-
rilateral pleces, so that one end of each plate
abuts against the side of the contiguous plate,
by which means I obviate JOlnts at the cor-
ners of the flange, the same result being ac-
complished by constructing the plateb right
angular or L. shape.

As the clamping or squeezing ]aws or dies
advance against the corners of the can the
angles of smd dies are subjeeted to strain and
liable to break. I therefore cut away the cor-
ner of each die, so as to form therein an up-
per and lower horizontal pocket, preferably
with dovetailed sides, and fit into the upper
pocket a removable plate, D, which is adapted
to work against the metal on the upper side
of the flange B and into the lower pocket, a
removable plate, DY, to work against the. metal
on the lower side of said flange, it being no-
ticed that there is a space between the Work
ing-faces of the plates, so as to receive said
metal of the can against which the dles are
advanced. -

Having thus described my uwentmn what
I claim as new, and desire to se(,me by Let-
ters Patent, 1.5——

1. The bed provided with a ﬂ&nwe formed

of separate and removable matched plates,

substantially as and for the purpose set forth.
2. The squeezing-dies C C, provided with
upper and lower removable plates D DY fitted
in pockets in the corners of said dies, sub-
stantially as and for the purpose set forth.

J. W. FARRELL.

Witnesses :
JOHN A. WEI_DERSHEI‘\I
A, P. GRANT.
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