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To all whom it Moy concern : |

Be it known that I, Joun K. DAvIS, of the

~ city and county of Philadelphia, and State of

Pennsylvania, have invented a new and useful
Improvement in Portable Railways, which im-
provement is fully set forth in tbe following
specification and accompanying drawings, in
which— -
Figure 1 is a plan view of sections of the
portable railway embodying my invention.

“Fig. 2 18 an enlarged view of portions thereof.

Fig. 3 is an end view of a portion thereof.
IFig. 4 is a perspective view of the conneetin g-
shoe of the sections. | __
Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in the several figures. |
My invention consists in connhecting the
sections of a portable railway by means of

shoes, which hold them firmly in place, and
‘permit. their displacement when Tequired,

.....

‘pressed portion, a, extending longitndinally,

Cross-tie.

each shoe being constructed of a depressed
portion, an overhanging portion, and a con-

‘necting-plate, said depressed and overhang-

‘ing portions flaring at the mouth of the shoe.
Referring to the drawings, A A’ represent.
sections of a portable railway, and B the
cross-ties secured thereto.

To the cross-ties are bolted or riveted shoes
C G, each of which consists of a piece of mal-
leable or other suitable metal having a de-

a_curved ,overhanging side piece, ¢, and a
plate, d, by which the shoe is secured to the

ties, and the.shoes are located adjacent there-

to, so that one end of each rail enters a por-

tion of the space of the depression a, while a
portion of the overhanging piece ¢ embraces
one side of the base of the rail. The shoulder

b, at the junction of the depression « and

plate d, rests against the side of the base of

- the rail opposite to the overhanging plece ¢,

80 that the end of the rail firmly secured to

the cross-ties is further clamped by the said

Ppiece ¢, and confined by the shoulder b, thus

providing

a firm connection of the rails and
cross-ties. S |

The portion O'f':ﬁhé. 'sp'a.Ce of the depression |

The rails are bolted to the eross- |

| @ and overhanging piece ¢ unoceupied. by the

end of the rail is flaring, and adapted to
receive the end of the rail of another section.
In practice a shoe is connected to the diago-

-nal corners of each section of the railway, and

the other diagonal corners have merely the
projecting free ends of the rails, so that the
sections are interchangeable. = =

The operation is as follows: When one sec-
tion of the railway is laid another section is
presented to it, and the free ends of the rails
directed into the projecting portions of the
shoe, and so other sections are manipulated
until the desired length of the railway is ac-
complished. B

It will be seen that the free ends of the
rails are held by the overhanging pieces e,
and prevented from lateral motion by means
of the shoulders b in contact with said ends,
wherefore the sections are well coupled and
retained in position. EEICE

When it is required to remove a section or
take up the track, adjacent sections are lifted,
and, owing to the flaring form of the depres-
sions @ and overhanging pieces ¢,a certain
amount of play is permitted to the ends of the
section, whereby by proper working of said

disconnected. | ST
Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is— o
1. The coupling for sections of a portable
rallway, consisting of the shoe C, constructed
of the depressed portion a, ‘with - shoulder
b and overhanging portion ¢, said portions «
and b being flaring at the mouth of the shoe,
substantially as and for the purpose set forth.
2. The sections of a portable railway, pro-
vided with shoes constructed of the depressed
portions @, overhanging portions ¢, and con-
necting-plates d, substantially as and for the

purpose set forth. R

‘Witnesses: -
D. L. SYLVESTER, AR
JOHN A. WIEDERSHEIM. =
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