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To all whom it may concern: . |

Be it known that I, WALTER FINLEY JEN-

~ KINS, of Kithian,-in the county of Vermillion
and State of Illinois, have invented a new and
~ Improved Clothes-Pounder, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification. R
- Figure 1 is a vertical section of my im-
proved machine, taken through the line z z,

~Fig. 3. Tig. 21is a top view of the main stem.

- Kig. 3 is a bottom view of the machine.
The object of this invention is to furnish an
improved machine for washing clothes.

The invention consists in combining and

-:con structing the parts of a pounder or clothes-
‘washer as hereinafter deseribed.
- A 15 the outer case of the washer, which is

- made in the shape of an inverted tunnel, and.

is provided, in the usual way, with a vertical
~cylindrical part, B, to enter the water, so that
1t may be raised without lifting a quantity of

- water, and may thus be more easily operated.

- O 18 the inner case, which is made vertical or
~eylindrical in form, and its upper edge is se-
cured to the outer case, A, at or near the mid-
dle parts of ity inclined sides.
edge of the inner case, C, does not extend

- down 8o low as the lower edge of the eylindri-
cal part B of the outer case, A. In the upper
~part of the inner case, C, are formed air-holes
¢/, to allow air to pass from within the inner
‘case, G, into the space between the said inner

case, O, and -the outer case, A B, to prevent |

- suction when the machine is raised out of the
“water. -

-~ D 1s the main or central stem, which serves
as a handle, and which is made hollow or
tubualar, passes through and is secured in a
hole in the top or apex of the outer case, A,

extends down a little below the upper edge of

- the inner case, C, and is strengthened in place
by the braces d’, attached to its lower end.
The stem D is made in two parts—a longer
lower part and a shorter upper part—which
are connected by a joint. The upper part of
the hollow stem D is made larger than its
lower part, and is slightly enlarged just above

- 1ts lower end. This construction gives more

- room for the three valves E, attached to the

middle part of the three-armed partition .

The three-armed partition F fits into the ap- |

per part of the stem D, and divides its inte-

The lower

| rior or cavity into three equal parts, so that

each of the valves E may work independently .
of the others. | -

I have described the hollow stem D as be-
ing provided with three valves, E, and a three-

armed partition, If, and I prefer that construc-

tion; but two valves, B, or a number greater
than two, may be used, the partition F being
modified accordingly to form a separate pas-
sage to and from each valve I, so that the ob-
struction of one valve will not interfere with
the working of the washer. | | i

G are two side stems, which are made hol-
low or tubular, are about half the length of

the main stem D, are smaller than the said

main stem, and pass through and are secured ____
in holes in the upper part of the outer case,
A, upon the opposite sides of the main stem

D. The lower ends of the side stems, G, ex-

‘tend down a little below the upper edge of

the inner case, C, so as to be upon a level
with the lower end of the main stem D. In
the upper parts of the side stems, G, are se-
cured valves H. | | |

~The valves 12 H all open downward, so that
they will be closed by the air-pressure when

. the machine is forced downward into the wa.-

ter, and will thus compress the air upon the

clothes, removing the dirt from the clothes

very quickly and very thoroughly. As the |
machine is raised the valves E H open, SO
that it can be raised very easily and without
any suction. | | | K

I am aware that washers have been made -
that have a tubular handle or stem and an
inverted funnel as a bottom. This I do not
claim as my invention; but, '-

Having thus described my invention, what-
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is— | '
_Im a clothes-washer, the combination, with

“the hollow stem D, made with an enlarged up-

per part, of a set of valves, E, and a set of
partitions, F, substantially as herein shown
and described, so that the obstruction of one
valve will not interfere with the working of

the other. | -
' WALTER FINLEY JENKINS.
Witnesses: . , )
- M. R. STEARNS,
- W. L. SPICKLEMIRE. -
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