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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

VARNUM T. HULL, OF CHICAGO, ILLINOIS.

IM PROVE MENT IN HEAD- DRESSES.

Spee1hef1tle11 forming part of Letters Patcent No. 221,069, dated October: ’8 18:9 . ﬂpplleatlen ﬁleﬂ
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To all fwhom it may concern:
Be 1t known that I, VARNUM T. E[ULL of

llhnms ha,ve invented certain new and useful
Iml)revements in Frames for Supporting the
Hair, of which the following is a specification.

This invention relates to devices for sup-
porting the hair when made into mne, head-
(lresses, &c.

Heretofore devices for supporting the hair |
in wigs, head- dresses, &e., have been made of

Chicago, in the county of Cook and State of l

“the head, and at the
oreater quantity or breadth of hair being woven
_111 the netting attached thereto on cithier side

a series of interwoven WII‘GS or flat metal strips,
forming a frame that will almost, if not en- |
tirely, surround the head. ()thers have been
made of a flat metal strip, fornnng a rectangu- |
lar frame, open at one end.

In these first mentioned inconvenience is
experienced, on accoutit of the weight and of
the lendency to press so hard at eertam pomts

as to cause soreness, and thereby inflict pain

upon the wearer, for the reason that it is al- |

most impossible to adjust them the same te
all parts of the head. |
The rectangular frame referred to obviates
some of the above objections; but with these
frames great difficulty is found in making them
retain the correct pomtlon upon the head or, |
in other words, prevent their shifting ahout.
The head being rounding,

time oblong, thle frame wﬂl not rest evenly-
upon it at 111 points.

There is’also a tendency of the tw arms
forming the sides of the frame to draw together
toward their ends, so that the webblnﬂ to
which the hair is a,tt'tehed will Wrmkle be-
‘tween the ends and expose the scalp under-
neath, This}is because a pressure inwardly
upon the ends centers at the corners where
the two sides join the end piece, instead of be-
ing transmitted throughout the irame, therebv |
th‘&lIlll]“‘ the comers so that the arms remain
bent metead of resummn' ‘their original 1]0&;1-
t1omn.

In manuafacturing head-dresses it is deew
ble to have a greater quantity of hair upon

the sides than at any other point, so that it |

may be spread’out npon the sides ef the head
to cover the same.

It will be observed that 1n the frames hst
described, unless the frame is made very large

and at th(, same

and elumsy or an additional piece is secured

i to the sides thercof, it is nnpr acticable to
thus attach the deelrul qmntlty ef hair te the
frame. |

The object of my invention is to produce a
light, strong, and pliable frame for. supporting

hair used in wigs, head-dresses, and other like
“articles, that will, by reason of its peculiar

shape, perfectly Q(lapt ifself to the contour of
same time admit of"a

of and betwem the center of length of the part-
line and the opposite edges of the trame than
near the ends of said line. |

To this end my invention eonswts, ﬁr:st of
a frame to support the hair, consisting of an
endless strip or plate elon ated, and hfwmﬂ

| its edges curved at all pomte to form a com-

plete oml second, of a frame to support the
hair, eon sn:tmn of a bent or stamped Hlat metal

qtmp elonmted, and open at one end, having
its edges curved at all points to form an oval |

‘third, a frame, substantially as deseribed, for

Slll)pf)l‘tll]ﬂ the hair whose inner edges ierml

an oval, and are at a point above the outer

edges ej: said frame, whereby the frame ada,pte

_1tqelf to the I‘Ollll(]lll“ off of the head.

In the accompanying drawings, in whiclh
similar letters of reference 1udlmte like parts,
Figure 1 is a plan view of a complete oval;
I‘lg. 2, a similar view of an open-end oval, end
Fig. 8 a transverse sectional view throunh the
lmes x x of IFigs. 1 and 2 | |

A represents a frame 01' rim of an endless
strip or plate, elongated, and haviugits edges

_eurved at all points, so as to form & eemplete

oval. B is a similar-shaped frame or rim
having an opening ab one end. The framne A
isused in making wigs, &e.,when great strength
and rigidity are reqmred but ordinarily 1
prefer to use the open- uul frame B, for the
reason that by having the open end in front

of the head-dress it dOGb not interfere with or

show in the partline, and that it is better
adapted, in making light pieces, worn on the
front of ‘the head, as a “front he&d dress when
it is desired to avoid injury by the crimping,

waving, &e., of growing hair, These irameb

| may be made of any bmtable width or size

which best adapts them to the purpose for
Wthh they are used, and of strips of steel
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- brass, tin, or other metal by stamping out, cut- | I am aware that frames have been made of

ing, or other process. I may also use a thin |

~lamina of wood or rubber, or any other sub-

- stance which may suggest itself as suitable |

for this purpose. - |
C C indicate thie part-line of the hair, ex-
tending from end to end of the frame. It will

be seen that at the dotted lines z z a oreater |

- quantity ot hair may be woven in anetting with

which I cover the frame on cither side of this

line and the edges of the frame than at the
line y y. This feature is very desirable, be-

cause of the head being greater in diameter |

from the front to the back than from side to
- side. More hair is required to cover the sides

of the head than the front and rear. .
It will be observed that the inmer edge of |
the frame is made higher, as shown at d, than

the outer edge, ¢, so as to adapt itself to the
gradual sloping of the head from its top and
permit the entire under surface of the frame to

rest upon the head. Frames having a rect-

angular form will not admit of this, becanse

- the corners or sides cannot be drawn down to !

thecurvature of the head withoutcausing them
to warp at some other point.
My frame adapts itself so nicely and per-

~quires no fastening deviee to prevent its twist-

1ng or slipping out of place when in use. It

also has great elasticity and strength, by rea-
son of 1ts form, for a pressure at any one point
1s evenly distributed over its entire surface, so
that it will not be strained or lose its elasticity,
~as 1n other frames above deseribed. N

a metal capable of being drawn into wire; but
this I do not claim, for I may use any other
metal which has not this peculiarity.
- Having thus described my invention, what 1
claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent,

[ 1§—

- 1. In a head-dress, a frame to support the
hair, consisting of an endless sfrip or plate
elongated and having its edges curved at  all
points, substantially as described, and for the
purposes set forth.

2. In a head-dress, a support for the hair,
consisting of a bent or stamped flat strip elon- -
gated and open at one end and having its
cdges curved at all points to form an oval, as
and for the purposes set forth. - |
3. A frame, substantially as deseribed, for

supporting the hair, the inner edges of which

form an oval and are at a point above the outer

“edges of said frame, whereby the frame adapts
‘1tself to the contour of the head. -

4. A head-dress support consisting of a_,: strip
or plate curved at all points, so that a greater

~quantity or breadth of hair may be secured

thereto on either side of the part-line, extend- -

. _ - | ing from edge to edge between the center of
fectly to the contour of the head that it re-

length of said line and the opposite edges of
the frame, than at or near its ends, whereby
the hair may be made thicker upon the sides of
than on the back or front of the head.
VARNUM T. HULL.

- Witnesses: |

Ii. KIrBY MCLAUGHLIN,
HENRY MARTIN.
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