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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE

JAMES P. NORTON, OF PORTLAND, AND JONATHAN RAMSEY,

JR., O WEST

MERIDEN, CONNECTICUT.

IMPROVEMENT IN PERFORATING-STAMPS. -

Specitication forming part of Letters Ba,tent No. 220,984, dated October 28, 1879 ; _a)ppllication filed
' - | September 23, 1878. | - |

Lo all whom it may concern : g
Be it known that we, JAMES P. NORTON, of
Portland, in the county of Middlesex and State
of Connecticut, and JONATHAN RAMSEY, Jr.,
of West Meriden, in the county of New Haven
and State of Connecticut, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Perfo-
rating-Stamps; and we do hereby declare that
the following is a full, clear, and exact desctip-
tion thereof, whereby a person skilled in the
art can make and use the same, reference be-
ing had to the accompanying drawings, and to
the letters of refereince marked thereon. '
Like letters in the figures indicate the same
parts. | | |
Our invention relates to stamps for perfo-
rating figures or characters upon checks, notes,
drafts, &c., so that the number of dollars de-
noted upon the face of the same can be inef-

teration of their value. -

QOur invention consists in the construction
and arrangement of the mechanism that will
be hereinafter described. o

In accompanying drawings on two sheets,
Kigure 1 is a top view of our improved stamp.
Fig. 2 i8 a front view of the same. Kig.3isa
tfront view of the stamp with the front plates
removed to show the interior parts. Fig. 4 is
a side view of the improved stamp. Fig. 5 is
‘the earrier which holds the check or other
paper while being punched. Fig. 6 is a sec-
tion through one of the stamping-punches.
Fig. 7 shows the characters punched. -

A 1s the fixed frame which supports the
- working parts. B is a revolving block, turn-
ing upon a center at B/, as shown in the draw-
ings. Itis of a cirenlar form, with a part of
It can, however, form a
complete circle, if desired. Thisblock rotates
in a suitable recess in the frame A, as shown
in the drawings. - |

C C are stamps or punches arranged around
the circumference of the block B. Their con-
struction is more particularly shown in Fig. 6,

‘which shows one of the punches in section.

- These punches or dies have a central stem,
which extends upward through the top of the
block B, for the purpose of pressing down and
operating the punch, |

The punch or die for each figure or charac-
ter 18 composed of a number of round wires
arranged in the form of the character, and
firmly set in the head E, from which the stem
C’ passes up through the block B. These wires
are shown at D in Fig. 6. | -

H is a fixed plate in the rotating block B,
throngh which are holes, which serve as guides
for the wires D. | | |

A short distance below H is another fixed
plate, J, in which is a series of holes corre-
sponding to the wires D, into which the ends

~of the wires enter when pressed down, and form

cutting - dies to perforate a
between Hand J.
- In the block B is a recess, in which is the
spiral spring K, operating upon the stem ¢
to raise the die after it has been depressed to

paper introduced

‘ punch the paper.
faceably marked, and thereby prevent any al- |

In moving up and down the punch is guided

| by the slides (x, which pass through suitable

openings in the head E. | |
The wires D are made of different sizes in
each character, as shown in Fig. 7, for the pur-
pose of giving a distinctive arrangement which
cannot be altered to any other figure or char-
acter. | |
1t will be observed that the larger perfora-

tions are differently arranged in each figure,

and cannot be changed to suit those of any

other figure.

L is a handle far.operating- the punches. It
is hinged to the block B at the center, and ex-

| tendsforward over the top edge of the frame A.

At L/ 1t i1s furnished with a cup or recess

which fits npon the upper end of either of the

stems O/ of the punches, so that when the for-
ward end of the handle or lever L is pressed
down it depresses the punch and perforates
the check or other paper placed under it.

~ When in the proper position for pressing
down the punch, the lever I enters into aslot,
M, in the forward part of the frame. In other
positions it rests upon the top edge, N, of the
frame. | .

O 1s a slide or carrier for holding the check
to be punched. It moves in suitable grooves
across the front of the stamp, and is carried
to the lett the distance of one figure each time
the handle is depressed by mechanism which




~will be deseribed.

. through the slot M.
. earrier O forward one noteh each time:the |
- handle 18 “depressed.
-~ again raised, the spring T returns the lever i3;
- oand passes 1t over the next-tooth of the mt(,h(,‘r
~ready to beagain-moved for’sa {11*{1 b} tlle 116\.13
- movement ot the handle. o0
o U isa o bargwhich s ples‘wd down. ag.;mnsti
i :é'f-the cavrier O by means of the spring V, soas |
Cocoto hold 16 place and give 1t suihuent frie- |
~otien o prevent its bemﬂ

by the operation ot the 1*¢1tchet "md pm\ 1 wln(,h-a_-:
o “"-moveb 1t forward. o

the ratehet .
- pawl s moved back out of the tecth of the |
- ratchet, so as to disengage it and -allow of the |

C o Carrier buun moved baeh to its extremeright |
- position for theinsertion or removal of a (,he('];_:*iz i
- or other paperto be stamped.
~tending out beyond the teeth ot the mtehut at |

Clits uld catches against the pawl and stops |

ean also be used.:

~The top of .the cmner'lb hu*nmhed mth m_r
e f-:?»'-mt(,het or notched 1)1{1te3 R, into whiclk en-
R ' Tl]lS lever is moved
-ito the left by the hmuile L passing down |-
~This motion carries the|

gages the pawl-lever S.

“The lever or pawl S is &ttaumd to ..,h(, pm

W, which extends through the front plate of
i'*?thc frame, and which 1s- “held in its forward |
~ position by means of the small- spiral spring |
oo X inwhieh 110%1t1011 the pa,wl isengaged with |
By pressing in-the pin-W. the |

the caruu* in tlu% Jast-named position.

The operation of ourinvention is as follows:
The pin W is pressed in and the earrier moved
to theright. The paperis then inserted 1n the
carvier. The handle L is then placed upon

that oue of the punches which makes the dol-
lar-mark orother character desired, and turned

e ~This carrier is made 1 two
- parts, opening ‘allﬁht]‘} upon a4 hiuge at O’y as |
~shown in Fig. 5, aud is furnished wuh "meut

oo Py for holdmn the paper when closed.

~ devices for holdmn the p%per-m the- carner.r ;:

forate the paper.
when the spring K K raises the die. S
| is. then removed from the punech and placed
“upon that tor the next character desired, and
“again turned to the center, rotating the block-z o
L ::md bringing the punch 1111:0 1’)0‘51t10]1 asbe-.
lbas thul pressed down by the handle, .- .
’whlch in passing down the slot M, opel‘ates;_.;._.,;;-.,,; o
“the pawl S and: moves the ecarrier O one notch,-.g i; G
so that the punch will penetrate a new partot
| the paper at a short diztance to the right of
“the previous: character punched. RS
“ner-as many characters as.are wished for. can
1 be suceessivelymade, automatically, by simply
e-opemmw the punclhes by means of the handle.
“AWhat we claim as our invention is—
1. The combination of the handle L, swmg‘ NS
-1111*3 both horizontally and vertically, pwote{l;.g EETE
-;to the independently-rotating center. block, ..
B, with a rotating blocek, I, provided. wath- e
-fﬂﬂ)llll“ punches or dl("‘:a and the cniding-frame. . -~
A, havingthe single alob M, w ller‘ubg tlxepmlch EERETREE S
¢S are blOllﬂllt inany desuui orderto an emetz IR
:1)051’(1011 ..s,ubamntmlly as herein deseribed, . - .
2, The carrier O, composed of two bars hin ged;:;-;z.;_.,.z SR
at one: end, O/, and provided with holding- -
polints,in combumtlon witharatchet: pl-:)pellmn._.; e
-meehfmmm and a series of. puuches, bubbtf,m-.:.;i:,.-_--..-. IR
tially as herein described. . B
3. Thecombiunationof thehandleL thﬁlex (,1‘,; e
D, ﬂleOIl]’]thGd from said handle, the ratehet .
and the rcleasing-pin. W, eon- . = .. -
:stmcted and arranged as descrlbed for oper- -~

“When the ‘handle 18

moved out of"- p]{w(;:-ré

CAlong pingex-f
R carrier O, .

220,984

| to the middle, where 16 is. stopped by the slot . .
_M. The handle is then pressed down until the
ends of the wires forming the cutting-die per-- -
- The. Imudle is then raised, -
The hmdle; o

ating the carrier 0, substantially in the man-

ner set forth.
J. P. NORTON.
JNO. RAMSEY, JL.
Witnesses:
THEO. . KLLIS,

GEo. O. KNAPP.
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