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To all whom it may concern, :

Be it known that I, BENJAMIN A, WELDS, |

of Jackson, in the connty of Jackson and State
of Michigan, have invented an Improvement

in Fences, of which the following is a specifi-

cation. R
- The nature of ‘this invention relates to cer-
tain new and useful improvements in the con-
struction of rail-fences ; and the invention con-
sists in the peculiar construction of the vari-
ous parts whereby the corners are bound to-
gether, all as more full y hereinafter set forth.

In the-accom panying drawing, which formns
a part of this specification and shows my in-
vention in perspective, A A represent two sec-
tions of a rail-fence built up in the ordinary
‘manner. To bind the corners securely to-
gether I pass a wire loop, B, around the end
of the lower rail, as ‘at a, said loop being in
length about.equal to the height of the fence.
I then insert one end of a lockin g-lever, C, in
the upper end of the loop B, and draw down
upon said lever until the ends of the rails are
firmly pressed together,: the lever being se-

cured by binding it to one of the rails, as |
shown at b. _T_l;_i'_s’.iI_;,b'ei_ng{_don_ef at each of the
1ntersecting corners, a solid and com pactfence

is constructed which Wi_Il{.res'ist breachy stock

and heavy winds, . i
~ Should ‘the fence settle to such an extent
that the lock was not effective, it can readily
and easily be rebound by releasing the lever
and shortening the loop by weaving the wire
B around one or more of the rails, after which
1t may be secured-as before. ~

The wire can also be tightened without dis-
turbing

farther down and securing it to a lower rail.

| and the wedges

the loop by bending the locking-lever

This manner of constructing a worm - fence
1s very cheap, a simple stick servin o as a lock-
ing-lever,

When it is desired to take down any sec-
tion the corner lock ean be readily removed

| andagainapplied without special instruments ;

and the lock can also be easily and quickly
tightened without disturbing any of the rails
of the fence. :

I am aware that worm - fences have been
locked at the corners by wire loops passed
around the ends of the rails and wedges driven
between the rails; and I am also aware that
such wire loops have been tightened to clamp
the rails together by twisting their apper ends

‘with the top rails of the fence.
~The objection to the first construection is that
it is difficult to take down and put up a sec-
tion of the fence without special instruments,
have to be cut, making an
additional expense; and to the second con-
struction, that the wire loop cannot be tight-
ened except by taking the fence partly down.
My construction overcomes these objections.
What I claim as my invention is—
The worm rail-fence having the intersect-
Ing ends of the rails at each corner bound to-
gether by a wire loop, B, and a locking-lever,
U, which is inserted in the upper end of such
loop, bent downwardly, and secured to one of
the rails of the fence, substantially as de-
seribed and shown.
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