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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

FELIX S. PRENDERGAST, OF SAVANNAH, GEORGIA.

IMPROVEMENT IN RAILWAY-TRACK GAGES.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 220,415, dated October 7, 18795 application filed
June 16, 1879.

To all whom it may concern :

Be 1t known that I, FEL1x S. PRENDER-

GAST, of Savannah,in the county of Chatham
and State of Georgia, have invented a new
and useful Improvement in Track-Gages, of
which the following is a specification.
- Figure 1is a top view of two forms of my
improved gage, shown as applied to a rail-
road-track. Fig.2 is a side view of one of the
gages, the track being shown in cross-section.
Fig. 3 is an under-side view of one of the
gages. Fig. 4 is an under-side view of the
other gage.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts. I -

The object of this invention is to furnish an
improved gage for determining the distance
apart of the rails of a railroad-track, and which
shall be so constructed as to give the correct
gage distance, even when the gage-board may
not be atright angles with the rails, and which
at the same time shall be simple in construc-
tion and convenient in use.

Theinvention consistsinatrack-gage formed
of a gage-board having a segment of a circle
attached to it near one end, and a segment of
a circle or equivalent knife-edge attached to
it near the other eund, as hereinafter fully de-
scribed. |

A represents the gage-board, which is made
-of a'length a little greater than the required
distance apart of the rails, and of such a
breadth and thickness as will give it sufficient
stiffness without being inconvenient to han-

dle.

To the under side of the gage-board A, near'|

one end, is attached a segment, B, of a circle,
in such a position that one of its radii, pref-
erably the center one, may be parallel with
the central line of the gage-board A. I
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To the under side of the gage-board A, near
its other end, is attached a similar segment,
U, or a knife-edge, D. When the segment C
18 used the two segments should be parts of a
circle, of which the required distance apart of
the rails is the diameter, so that when the

-gage-board A is laid upon the rails with the

arcs of the segments B C against the inner
sides of the said rails the points of the said
segments in contact with the said rails will
always be the ends of the diameter at right
angles to the said rails, the rails being tan-
gent to the circle at the said points of con-
tact.

When the knife-edge D is used, the segment
B should be a part of the circle of which the
sald knife-edge is the center, so that when the
knife-edge D rests against the side of onerail,
and the arc of the segment B against the side
of the other rail, the contact-points will al-
ways be at the ends of the radius at right
angles with the two rails.

With this construction the gage distances
will always be the same, whether the gage-
board be laid at right angles with the rails or
at an obligue angle with them.

- Having thus described my invention, I claim
as new and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent—

A ratlroad-track gage consisting of the board
A, having segments B C on the under side

and near the ends, as and for the purpose
specified.

FELIX STANISLAUS PRENDERGAST.

Witnesses:
A. S. DELANNOY,
W. W. DowELI.
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