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 To all whom it MY CONCErt:

Beit known thatI, ROSWELLD HITCHCOCK,
Jr., of Washington, in the county of Washing-
ton and DlStIlLt of Columbia, have inv ented
~certain new and useful Improvements in Car-
- tridge-Boxes; and I doherebydeclare that the
following is a full and exact description there-
of, reference being had to the accompanying
dr&wmﬂs, making a part of this application.

My invention 1elatus to certain improve-
ments in cartridge-boxes. It has for its ob-
ject to provide the box with a lid which is
readily opened, and at the same time adapted
to be folded uudemeath the bottom of the box
to get it out of the way, and when so folded

to serve as a brace to prevent the box from |

~ tilting .outwardly; ~and, with these ends in
view, my invention consists of a cartridge-box
havmn the lid or cover so attached thereto at
one eud that it can De, when opened; swung
outwardly, dowuwardlv and undemeath the
bottom of the box, and secured in that posi-
~tion, for the. pmposes heremafter more fully
and in detail explained."
- My invention further consmts in the peculiar
construction, hereinafter described, for carry-
Ing out the broad idea embodled in my inv en-
tion. | 3
Prior to my inv eutlon all caltlldge boxes
with which I am familiar have been so organ-
~ized or constructed that the lid, when open,
either requires to be held. in such open posi-
tion by the wearer, or, if designed to keep it-
self open by spring- connectwns or gravity, the
sald lid projects from the front or end portlons.

of the box in an unsightly manner and greatly’

to the disadvantage of the wearer. Another
great objection to all cartridge-boxes as at
present made rests in the fact that the weight

of the contained ammumtwn tends to tilt the

box outwardly from the person of the wearer.
- My 1mpr0ved box is designed to overcome
- all these dlsadvautages and I have shown in
the drawings the best means known to me of
carrying out my: mveutlon

lﬂgule 11s a perspectne view of my im-
proved box, secured in the ordinary manner
by loops to the waist-belt, the lid of the box
being turned underneath the bottom of the box,
and secured in that 130%1t10n for the purposes

presently explained. Iig. 2 1s a perspective
view on a decreased scale of the box with the
lid closed, the end of the fastening-strap be-

ing semred in a keeper on the under side of
the box. TFi o, 3 represents, in perspective

view, a modification of my invention; and Kig.
4 18 % cross-section at the line x o of I‘1g 1.

Similar letters indicate like partsin the sev-
eral figures.

A 1ep1esents the box proper, made in the
usual manner of leather or other suitable ma-
terial, and B is the lid, secured to one end of
the box by a flexible connectmg strap or hinge,
C, the opposite end of the lid being provided
mth a strap, D, having a button-hole adapted
to fasten over 13116 stud ¢, secured in the end
of the box, the freec end of the strap D being
concealed “ 1thin a keeper on the under side of
the box.

E E are the cartridges, and I the packing-
box, in the condltlon 111 which they are fur-
Illbhﬁ‘d by the manufacturer, b being a block
to elevate one row above the other to taelhtate
withdrawal.

¢ is the ordinary and approved separating’
pastebeard, and d is a projecting strip of
leather or othel material to hold the lowest
row of cartridges steady when the lid B 1is
closed. T’ I are the ordinary loops by which

the box is secured to the belt G.

In using my improved box, the lid or cover
B is opened and swung on its flexible hinge-
connection C until it assumes the position un-
derneath the bottom of the box shown in Fig.

1, when it is fastened in such position by pass-

mo* the strap D over the stud or buttona. It
will be observed that this position of the cover
has the effect of lengthening or extending the
box in a vertical dlrwtmn a dlstame equal to
the depth of the lid, which, coming in contact
with that portion of the body of the wearer

‘below the belt, where it is naturally more dis-

tended, serves to perfectly brace the box, and
p1event the objectionable outward tilt of the
upper open portion of the box. In other words,
it tends to hold the box in a perfectly steady
vertical position, so that the cartridges may
be readily gra%ped and withdrawn.

In Fig. 3 I have shown amodification in the
mode of attachment of the lid to the box proper,




which consists in securing the flexible strap or
hinge C to the end of the box by a pivot or
stud, ¢, so that when the lid is opened suffi-
ciently farit will swing on the stud e forwardly
and downwardly, when itis located underneath
the bottom of the box, and secured, as shown,
by the strap D.

1t will be observed tbat in this modification
the cover has its top portion down, and not in
contact with the bottom of the box, as shown
in Fig. 1. When this modified form of hinge
1s used, it is desirable to locate the fastening-
stud @ 1n the same axial line with the hinge-

of the end of the box.

Instead of using the pivoted hinge-connec.
tion shown at Fig. 3, so as to bring the cover
into the inverted position there shown, the
hinge-connection shown at Fig. 1 may be suffi-
ciently flexible to permit the twisting of the
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or cover of the box that it may be folded or
swung underneath the bottom of the box, and
there secured, not only out of the way, but so
as to serve as a brace or means for steadying
the box and preventing the -outward tilt here-
inbefore referred to as a serious objection.

What I claim, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—

1, A cartridge-box in which the cover is
hinged or pivoted to the end of the body of
the box by a flexible connection, and adapted
to be turned underneath the same and secured

| In position by a fastening strap or button, as
pivot e, which is preferably at about the center |

and for the purposes set forth.

2. A cartridge-box provided with a cover,
B, which is pivoted to one end of the box, and
adapted to be revolved and turned underneath
the bottom of the box and secured in posi-
tion, substantially as desecribed.

Witness my hand and seal this 17th day of

same, whereby the lid B may be folded in the ! September, 1879.
same position under the box,

1 do not wish to limit myself to any particu-
lar design or detail of construction in carrying
out my invention, tihe gist of which rests,
broadly, in the idea of so connecting the lid |

ROSWELL D. HITCHCOCK, Jg. [L.S.]

In presence of-—
F. W. SMmrTH, Jr.
Wwm. C. MCINTIRE.
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