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IMPROVEMENT IN FEED-CUTTERS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 220,143, dated September 30, 1879 ; application filed
July 23, 1879,

To all wchom it may concern:
Be it known that I, ADAM HANCOCK, of St.
Albans, in the county of Kanawha and State

of West Virginia, have invented a new and
Iinproved Feed-Cutter, of which the following

18 a specification. -

Figure 1 is a plan of the device. Fig.2isa
sectional elevation on line z «, Fig. 1. Fig. 3
1s a front elevation of the same.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre- |

sponding parts.

The object of this invention is to provide a
- cheap, simple, and effective device for cutting
hay, straw, &e., for feed for horses and ecattle.

The mvention consists of a rectangular box,
open at the top and rear, and having a verti-
cally-movable front, whose lower edge is fur-
nished with an inclined cutting-blade. A le-
ver, one end of which is fast in a rocking shaft
~fixed between the sides of the box, projects
throngh a central opening in the movable
frout, and is the medium through which the
device is operated.

In the drawings, A represents the bottom of
the box; B, the sides, havihg grooves &' for
holding the front of the box. C is the front,
vertically movable in the grooves a/, and hav-
ing a central opening, ', for the passage of
the lever. ¢ are the plates of metal secared
about the top and bottom of the opening to
prevent undue wear upon the front by the ac-
tion of the lever., | ‘

At d’ the front piece is cut away on a lateral
slope and beveled from the outer to the inner
face. ‘

D is the cutting-blade, securely fastened on
the inner face of the front on a line parallel
with the sloping edge. E is the rocking shaft
or tulerum for the lever, stretching across the
interior of the box and journaled in its sides.
I 1s the lever, made fast in the rocking shaft
and projecting through the opening ¥. G is
an inclined shelf or table, under which the

" hay or straw to be cut is fed.

H is a cross-
beam to hold the sides firmly in position. I
1$ a netallic strip fastened along the front
edge of the bottom A to assist the action of
the knife,

In order to operate the device, it is serewed
or otherwise fastened down upon a bench or
table, with the guiding ends ¢’ of the front
overhanging, the hay or straw fed by hand
into the rear of the box and passed forward
under the knife, which is made to rise and fall
by the action of the lever. |

It is found that much more work can be done
In & given time with a knife cutting diagonally
thancan beaccomplished with the old straight-
edged knife, and that the rocking shaft and
lever enable the operator to appl y his power
to the greatest advantage.

Having thus fully described my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent—

1. In a feed-cutter, the combination of a box
cousisting of bottom A, upright grooved sides
B, with the vertically-movable front C, that is
provided with a central opening, V', guides q,
and cutter D, and with the lever T, substan-
tially as and for the purpose desecribed.

2. The combination of the rocking shaft &
and lever I with movable front O, provided
with cutter D, as herein shown and described.

3. The combination of the sides B, inclined
table G, rocking shaft R, lever T, and cross-
timber H, substantially as herein shown and
described.

4. ‘I'he vertically-movable front C, provided
with central opening 0/, metallic plates ¢/, bev-
eled lower edge, d’, guides ¢/, and the diagonal
cutter D, as and {for the purpose described,

ADAM HANCOCK.

Witnesses:
W. E. CHILTON, JT.,
JAMES HUGHES,
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