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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE

THOMAS H. KING, OF NEW YORK, N. Y.

IMPROVEMENT IN PORTABLE COMMODE-PAILS OR WATER-CLOSETS.

Speclﬁcatwn forming part of Letters Patent No 219,866, dated September 23, 1379 a,pplwa,tlon filed
July 7, 1879,

To all whom it may concern :

Be 1t known that I, THOMAS HENRY KING,
of the eity and county of New York,in the State
of New York, have invented a Portable Sani-
tary Com mode-Pail or Water-Closet, especially
snitable for invalids and chamber uses, and or-
dinarily adapted to the peculiar requirements
of hOSplt&Ib and prisons; and that the follow-
Ing 1s a specification Lhereof reference being
had to accompanying: drawmgs of same.

The object of my invention is to provide a

' 'porta,ble sanitary commode-patl, or one that is

betterthan any othernowin use, guardsagainst
the offensive odors during use as well as after
using, and alse in process.of emptying after
use, which 18 well known to be dangerous;
otten fatally so in handling to empty contents
after using in sick-chamber.

The inventions. heretofore were separate
vessels, inclosed in enmbersome outer closets,
(11ﬁ0|11t' to handle; while the ordinary chamber-
¢rockery 1s too Well known to need descrip-
tion 1illustrating the state of the art.

Figure No. 1 shows a section of my com-
mode-pail with cover closed, but line of cover
as raised for using, and forming a back-rest;
also showing the position of the valve-ball
separating the chambers when charged or
partly filled with water and ready for use.
Fig. No. 2. %hows, a part section of my com-
mode-pail in position when being emptied,
showing seat-cover closed and valve-ball float-
ed away from passage connecting its cham-

. bers, allowing the clean preserved water from

sub-—cha}mber to follow the deposits of the up-

. per chamber, rinsing and cleansing the same

in its -passage out. Fig. No. 3 shows a re-
movable hood, upholstered with materials to
suit, upon o1rcu1&r ring frame fitting a groove
in rim of the cover, disguising the. pail and
making it appear and serve as an ottoman.
All letters refer to same parts 1n all figures.
P is the sides of the pail, sarrounding and
sealed to top and bottoin and to its inner or

" lining case, R, (conical-shape case preterred,)

which forms, mth the top T, to which itis also
sealed at the same place, the upper chamber,

C, and with the bottomof the pail D, to which |

11: is also in like manner sealed, mumng the
lower or sub chamber, ¢/, that contains B, a
ball, (hollow, air- tlg,ht of rubber preferred, )the

| lower or sub chamber, ¢/, having a passage up-

ward, A, connecting with upper chamber, C.

Tis the top of the pail, also formmg the
seat, and containing seat-hole H and orifice O,
through which orifice the chambersare emptled
and recharged or partly filled. L isthe lid or
seat-cover hinged to the top T at J, and latched
at K, to hold it firmly down when pressed.

The cover L has also on its under side pro-
jecting a eircular lip or flange, I, (elastic rub-
ber preferred, ) of sufficientdiameter and depth,
when the lid is closed, to engage: the seat or
seat-cover surrounding the beat hole H, thus
sealing the chambers when the orlﬁce lid ¥ is
closed.

S shows an elastic removable or ﬁxed seat-
cover surrounding seat-hole H, (rabber mate-
rial preferred,)which, inifs position, interposed
between seat and cover or lids to receive the
pressure of flange F, aids in securing a most
perfectly-sealed tw'ht chamber, and while not
absolutely necessary to pertect working of the
commode, it makes an elastic close-fitting seat
for the body, preventing the least escape of
odors in using,*and affording an agreeable
temperature, free from chilling effect of other
materials, so dlsagreeable ewecmlly fo 1in-
valids.

U is a removable upholbtewd hood, con-
structed with the ring-frame V, which, fitti ng
into groove on the cover- rim- a,t Y, holds b
always in place, disguising the pail- amd mak-
ing it appear and serve as a stylish ottoman.

Operation: The pail being  partly filled,
through orifice O, with water, about - to line
W in the chamber C, as shown, I‘w 1, the ball
B is forced by its; bu03 ancy mto hllmg the
passage A, and holding separate the contents
of the upper chamber, C, from the clear water
in sub-chamber, ¢'. ']_‘hen by raising the cover
L over until it forms a back- rest and exposing

| the seat, the pail is ready for use. Then sitting

on the mbber Lovered seat trt,e fmm uupleab
lids, and by its elasticity tlé, thly tittin o the
bod) closing the receptacle, preventing the
escape of fetid odors. When so 1n use, before
or atter rising from the seat, any. dlsmfeomﬂt
may be introduced thmugh the orifice O, de-
odorizing and preventing the least ubc&pe of
odors and gases from the paill, the Wdtel 1n the




upper chamber, C, acting as an absorbent and
submergent.

The pail having water in it, it is only neces-
sary to raise the one lid or cover to use it; af-
ter using slamming it down, when the spring-
Iatch N securely holds the cover in position,
air-tight, by pressure on flange F between
cover and seat.

When emptying the pail, as shown in Fig.
2, the seat cover or lid L remains closed, and
when the pail is tilted abont near half-way the
contents of theupper chamber, C, How through
the orifice O, raising thelid /. When contents
of upper chamber, C, are about all out, by tip-
ping the pail the least more than half-way,
the ball B in the sub-chamber, ¢/, by its buoy-
ancy 1s drawn away from the passage A, allow-
ing contents of clean water from the sub-cham-
ber, ¢/, to rush out, lowing over upper chamber,
C, in its passage through the orifice O, thus
rinsing with the clean water and cleansing all
the upper chamber, C, and preventing any con-
sequence often attendant upon handling,espe-
cially from sick, the effect of inhaling which is
often dangerous.

The pail, being again partly filled, is again
ready for use, closed, and, as will be seen. may
be transported, being air-tight, without the
least odor, and, from its ecapacity and form,
may also be at the same time substitnted for

a chamber toilet-pail ; and when fitted, as it |

can conveniently be done, with the removable
upholstered hood U, Fig. 3, it can be, owing
to its convenient size and form, used as an
ottoman, disguising its true character, and be
made to form and afford a desirable feature as
furniture to a bed-chamber.

It being understood I do not limit my claim
to any particular-shaped chamber, as shown,
only that their connection be through passage
upward, connecting two chambers, and that
when filled their contents be held positively
separate by float ball or valve, and not as
heretofore, with merely perforated partition
inserted, that allows uninterrupted How and
mingling of fluid coutents of both; nor do I
limit the closing the passage between the two
chamberstoatloating-valve ball, for,obviously,
it may be operated by a balance trap or valve;
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and I do not limit the application of the elas-
tic seat-covering, or the circular flange project-
ing from under side of seat-lid to this style of
water-closet or commode, being applicable to
all styles of such, to which I have already ap-
plied it successfully.

1 claim as my invention—

1. A c¢ombined portable water-closet or com-
mode patl and reservoir, having on its solidly-
attached seat a seat-hole and discharging-ori-
fice, also constructed with lining forming an
upper chamber and sub-reservoir, having a
passage between such chamber and reservoir,
which, when such chamber and reservoir are
charged with water, is opened and closed by
a float-ball contained in the reservoir, pre-
venting the contents thereof from mingling,
substantially as and for purposes described.

2. A tloating ball,acting as avalve, confined
in a sub-chamber containing an upward pas-
sage of less diameter than said ball, to be op-
erated in the manner and for purposes herein
set forth.

3. A water-closet or commode-pail seat, lid,
or cover, having attached to the under side
of such lid or cover, and projecting from its
plane, an elastic lipor flange of sufficient diam-
eter to surround such seat-hole, and of depth
sufficient that, when lid is closed, the flange
or lip shall engage the seat or seat-covering
interposed between or on top of seat, in the
manner substantially as herein described.

4. An unattached removable upholstered
commode-pail hood, constructed on a circular
ring or frame fitting in corresponding groove
of pail cover or lid, substantially as shown.

5. A double-chambered portable commode-
pail, with the lining-case R and connecting-
passage A, and fitted with top T and bottom
D and covers L and I, in combination with
the tloating ball B and elastic seat-covering S,
and unattached removable upholstered-framed
commode - pail cover, substantially as con-
structed, as and for the purposes herein de-
scribed and set forth.

THOMAS H. KING.

Witnesses:

JAs, K. Hoyr,
C. W, BEATIS.
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