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o a,?l whom 1t 0?2::&/ CONCErN !
Be it known that I, FRANK AVERY of Grar-

~den Prairie, in the comltv of Boone 'md State
of Illinois, ha,ve invented a new and Impwved

Counter-btlﬁener of Whlch the followmg is a
specification. .

Figure 1 is an elevation of the counter in

| perspeutw Fig. 2 is a plan of the counter.

Similar letters of- refeleu(.,e indicate corre-

- sponding parts.
- The objtmt of this invention is to provide a

counter-stiffener that shall be durable, stiff,

and water- proof, and that can be easily ap-

plied in the man ut&ctnre of all klnds of boots

~and shoes.

‘The counter is eomposed of a thin metal |

plate, A, a‘rtached 1t may be, with paste or
- ommn to mnccu of lmther paste-board, or other
desirable material, (qhown at B,) and farther

secured thereto by lappm o the metal plate over

the leather or pa&tebmrd at the ends, as shown
at a «.
Along the line of the top the met.:ﬂ plate is

slightly curved inward, so that its edge shall

not cut the outside of the boot, and the leather
projects above the metal, and is brought to a
thin edge to gradually decre&be the thickness

~of the combination. _
“The lower edge of the plate is nicked in su(,h

a manner that it may readily be curved and
“bent inward to contm m with the shape of the

| boot

and described.

Lapping theendsof the plateover the leather
not only holds the two together, but also stlﬁ

ens the counter.
‘The counter thus constructed may be placed

~on the outside of a boot and be covered with

a piece of leather, or on the inside between the
back of the boot and the lining or a piece of
leather put in especially to cover it.

It possesses &dvantdg% over a sole- 1e&the1
counter, inasmuch as it is cheaper and water-
proof, and over a purely metal counter, because
the leather portion of it prevents the metal
portion of it from cuntting through the boot,
and when placed 1inside the boot still (Jovels
the metal when the boot-lining wears away.

- Iamaware that metallic counters and molded
counters have heretofore been designed, and
I do not claim either of them; but,

Having thus deseribed my invention, 1
claim as new and desire to secure by Lettub
Patent—

The metallic (301mter-st1ﬂener hmfmg the
imwardly-curved top edge and nicked and in-
wardly-curved lower edge, and provided with
a suitable lining, all substantially as shown

FRANK AVERY.

Witnesses:
JOHN RHODDS |
CARLOS BEEGHER RANDALL
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