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IMPROVEMENT IN BILL FILES

Speelﬁe&tmn fermmg p‘tI'ﬁ of Lettere Patent No ,319 062, deted September 2, 1879 ‘tpphea,twn filed
| o | - dJ enuery 31, 1879 | -

. To all whom it Mmay concern : | |
- Be 1t known that I, JAMES BELL of Wash-
~ington, in the District of Oelumble, have in-
~vented certain Improvements in Bill or Docu-
~ ment Files or Holders, of which the following
is a full, clear, and exact deeerlptmn reference

o being had to the accompanying drawmge, mak-
_- '..mg part of thls speclﬁcatlen, in which—

Figure 1 1s a perspective view of my im-

- proved file or holder in an open position ready |

~ for the reception of bills, deeds, and other
papers to be filed therem Fig. 2

~ pactly therein.

contents being removed. Fig. 4 is a trans-

~ verse vertical section on the line z « of Fig. 3.
‘To provide a file or receptacle in which bills, |-

deeds, certificates, maps, or various other docu-

- ments may be conveniently and compactly |

kept, and in which ready access may be had
to any individual paper without disturbing or
- removing the entire contents, is the object ot
- my present; invention, which consists in a pair

~ of leaves or covers united by two pairs of cross-

bars pivoted together at or near their centers,

 two ends of the cross- -bars on each side bemg

1l gldly secured to the two covers, and the other

~tion the file may be lnst‘mtly opened. or closed

' - by simply drawing apart or pressmg together

the covers, which will then remain in any de-
sired posu;mn after adjustment, the cross-bars

::_; also serving as sides to the ﬁle or receptacle,
| by which its contents are prevented from mov-

ing laterally out of place; and my invention

~ also consists in so closing one end of the file

as to afford a suitable place for ettaehmg
thereto a label or memorandum indicating 1ts
‘contents, the above-described file being inex-
pensive, of simple eonstruction, eonvement to

. use, llght and durable. |

- To enable others skllled in the art to under --

- stand and use my invention, I will proceed to
. deseribe the manner in Whlch I have G&PPIEd |
it out. |

~ In the said drawm gs, AA represent the two

| the file, as shown at e.
file are. two cross-bars, B B, pivoted together

. 18 & per-
. spective view of the file or holder when closed
. down upon its contents to retain them com-
| - Fig. 3 is a longitudinal verti- |
cal section through the center of the same, the

“composed of two flat strips, a, secured together
by serews b or otherwise, and being separated
from each other, so as to form a space or cham-
ber, ¢, between them the said chamber at one
end of the file bemg left open or extending
through from side to side to form slots d, and
being closed on its sides at the other end of
On each side of the

at their centers #, the inner ends of each pair
being rigidly Seeured to the ends of a rod or -
wire, 4, -extending transversely through the
space ¢ at this end of the file, and held im-

movably in place therein, whlle the outer ends

of each pair of cross- bers are secured to the
ends of another rod or wire, k, which passes
transversely, through the space ¢ in the file
where the slot d is formed.

C is a strip or hand of non-elastic matemel
which passes into the space within each cover
and has secured to each of its ends a short
elastic strip or webbing, I, which has its outer
end fastened around the rod k, which passes
through the slotted end of the file, the middle
portion of the band C serving to close one of
its ends, and affording a convenient place to
attach a label or memorandum, m, indicating

‘the contents of the file, as represented by the
o ‘words and figures « Alachua 1 to 100.”
- . ends of the bars being free to shde in slots |
- therein oron guldes thereon by“hleh construc-

It will be seen from the foregoing construc-
tion that the rods & at the outer ends of the
file are free to move 1n the slots, d, formed
therein, and when the file is opened by draw-
ing the covers apart the desired dletallee, it

is retained permanently in this position by the
resiliency of the elastic band, which thus pro-

duces the friction necessary for this purpose,

the slack of the band C being also taken up

by the elasticity of the connection as soon as

the file commences to be closed.

If desired, the covers may be made of sheet
metal, and thelr inner ends turned over to form
the back of the file, on which to attach a label
or memorandum desembmg the contents.

It is evident that my improved file is sim-

_ple, compact, light, durable, and convenient

to handle, and of a form w hich particalarly
adapts it te the ordmd,ry rectangular pigeon-
‘holes or recesses found in the various depart-

- leaves Or COVers of the file, eeeh cover being ments of Government offices.
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-~ What -I~claim as my.invention, and-desire
.to secure. by Letters Patent, is— .. .
1. The covers A A, united by two pairs of
cross-bars, B B, pivoted together, and -having
their outer ends connected by rods or wires Z,
sliding freely in slots d, and their. inner ends
connected by rods 4, rigidly secured: to the cov-
ers, or vice versa, when constructed to operate

substantially.in the manner and for-the pur-

=

L

pose set forth.:

2'._The combination of the elastic connect-

ing-band C [, the covers A A, and two pairs
of pivoted eross-bars, B B, connected there-
with and operating in respect thereto :as de-

| seribed, substantially as and for the purpose

specified. |
Witness my hand this 31st day of January,

1379.

JAMES BELL.
In presence of—
N. W. STEARNS,
RICHARD DILLON.
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