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To all whom it may concern :

Beitknownthatl, MATTHIAS BENDER,0f Mo-
hicanville, in the county of Ashland and State
of Ohio, have invented certain new and use-
tul Improvementsin Devices for Filling Graves;
and 1 do hereby declare that the following is a
full, clear, and exact description of the con-
struction and operation of the same, refer-
ence being had to the annexed drawings, mak-
ing a part of thisspecification, and to the let-
ters and figures of reference marked thereon.
- Igure 1 of the drawings is a representation
of a perspective of my grave-filler; and Fig, 2
1S a side-elevation view, partly in section.

My invention relates to a device for holding
the soil displaced by digging the grave and
depositing such soil upon the coffin; and the
novelty consists in the construction and ar-
rangement ot parts, as will be more fully here-
inafter set forth, and particularly pointed out
in the claim. -

In carrying out my invention I employ a
frame provided with wheels, if desired, and
proper handles for its transportation, having
a shed-roof, with an adjustable roof attached
to the front edge thereof. Within the sides
of thisframe I form ineclined ways, upon which
traverse langed wheels properly journaled
upon a rectangular sliding box which rides
upon a roller journaled within the front up-
rights of the frame. To the same uprights,
above the box, is journaled a windlass, carry-
ing ropes, which are secured to the rear end
of the box; and these ropes being wound up
on the windlass by means of cranks thereon
forces the box forward, the rear end travers-
ing the inclined ways until the box reaches an
angle of forty-five degrees or more, and de-
posits the dirt into the grave.

1t will be observed that the first motion of
the box 1s to slide endwise toward the grave
before the rear is elevated.

The adjustable roof is a security to the work-

men from sun or rain, and the box conven-
iently holds the tools from the weather. The
loose roof, when down, hides the tools and dirt
from the mourners, &c.

The device is adapted to be transported
from place to place at will, being on wheels,
and the box keeps the dirt off the grass.

Referring to the drawings, A A represent
the front standards; A’ A’, the rear stand-
ards; B B, the upper rails, and B’ B’ the
lower rails, of the trame, having a shed-roof
proper, U, sills C/; and an adjustable roof, D,
loosely suspended at d.

From the rails B’ B’ to the uprights A A
extend inclined ways K E, upon which traverse
flanged wheels F, secured to a tilting box, G,
having ropes ¢ leading from the rear end of
such box over a windlass, H, journaled in the
standards A, and provided with ecranks h, as
shown.

The box G G rides upon a roller, I, journaled
in the lower part of the standards A A, and
the wheels I' traverse the rails B’ horizontally
for a proper distance at b, to project the box
out over the grave; and a further advance of
the box causes the box G to ride up on the
ways K, which tips it and empties its contents
1nto the open grave. |

I claim—

In a device for filling graves, the frame here-
in described, provided with the horizontal
ways B’ b, inclined ways E, and roller 1, in
combination with the box G, having rollers I
near 1ts rear lower corners, the ropes g, and
windlass H %, substantially as and for the pur-
poses set forth.

In testimony that I claim the above I have
hereunto subscribed my name in the presence
of two witnesses. |

MATTHIAS BENDER.

Witnesses:

SAMUEL HUFPF,
GEORGE HUFF.
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