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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, HiraAm C. UNDER-
WOOD, of Kalamazoo, in the county of Kala-
mazoo and State of Michigan, have invented
certain new and useful Improvements in Boxes
for Prohibited Mail and other Matter; and I
do hereby declare that the following is a full,
clear, and exact description of the invention,
which will enable others skilled in the art to
which 1t appertains to make and use the same,
reference being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, and to letters of reference marked there-
on, which form a part of this specification.

Figure 1 of the drawings is a representation
of a longitudinal section of my mail-box, and
Fig. 2 1s a perspective view of the same.

My invention relates to a box of wood or
other suitable mmaterial, the lid of which is held
in a closed position by means of elastic bands,
30 as to make, in connection with proper pack-
Ing,awater andairtight joint; and the novelty
consists in the construction and arrangement
of parts, as will be more fully hereinafter set
forth and pointed out in the claim. |

The device is especially adapted to inclose
for transportation prohibited mail matter, such
as glass, tools, tacks, edged implements, and
the like, such matter being at any time open
for inspection by simply pressing open the lid;
but the device may be used for other suitable
purposes, as is obvious,

In carrying out my invention I employ a box
of wood,in one piece, scooped or dug out to
form a receiving-chamber for the goods. One
or more partitions may divide the interiorinto
two or more such chambers, if desired, to carry
more than one quality or kind of merchandise.

Fitting neatly upon the upper edges of the
box is a cover, a portion of which reaches down
into the reception-chamberto hold thelid firmly
in place. The bearing-edges between the box
and lid are each provided with a proper pack-
Ing, 80 as to form an air-tight, orapproximately
alr-tight, joint.

Formed within the body of the box, and
also in the lid, near the bottom of the former
and the top of the latter, are open mortises—
one, two, or more—which receive removable

elastic endless bands. The open longitudinal
mouths of the mortises allow the endless bands
to be applied and removed at will by turning
satd bands in an edgewise position, and their
constant binding force prevents their removal.

Upon the top of the lid, however, I place or
secure firmly a sheet of paper, which not only
closes the mounths of the upper mortises, but
affords convenient means upon which the ad-
dress may be written.

Referring to the drawings, A represents the
box-body, having chamber A’ and open mor-
tises a, as shown. This boxis preferably made
of one piece of wood, and the upper edge,
which forms the bearing-surface for the lid, is
provided with a suitable packing, a/, to form
an approximately air-tight joint in connection
with the similar packing & upon the lid or
cover B. This cover has a downwardly-pro-
jecting portion, which fits neatly within the
chamber of the box and prevents the distuarb-
ance of the same, and it is also provided with
the open mortises 0/, as shown.

C represents elastic bands, which are re-
movably received in the mortises, in which
they exert a constant force to keep the box and
lid in a closed position, but susceptible of be-
ing pressed open to inspect the contents, if
desired.

A sheet of paper, D, 1s pasted upon the up-
per surface of the lid, covering the mouths of
the mortises, and affording convenient means
upon which to write the address.

The bearing-edges of the mortises are round-
ed, so as not to cut the elastic band by bruises.

These boxes may be used overand over again,
as may be desired, it being only necessary to
paste a new sheet of paper, D, over the old
one. |

I am aware that endless elastic bands have
encircled boxes provided with notches in the
edges of theirlids, and that bill files have been
provided with recesses in which endless elas-
tic bands have been covered by slides; also,
that the bands have been covered by paper
containing printed matter thereon, none of
which devices are sought to be covered herein.

I claim~—
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The body A of the box provided with the
partially-covered mortises «¢ in and across its
under face, in combination with the lid B, rest-
ing upon the edges and within the mouth of
the body A, as shown, to prevent lateral dis-
placement of the lid and body, said lid having
partially-covered mortises ' in and across its
upper face, and the endless elastic bands C,
as and for the purposes set forth. |
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In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own l affix my signature in presence of
two witnesses.

HIRAM C. UNDERWOOD.

Witnesses:
THOMAS A. REED,
WILLIAM BALLANTINE.
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